
NEWS FROM AROUND THE COUNTRY 

Saboteurs send train hurtling over bridge, causing one death 
■ TERRORISM:: ’Sons of Gestapo 
pulled spikes from a railroad 
track, injuring 100 and killing one 

HYDf k Art* \r Sabot ours. tiling 
themselves "Sons of (.estapo" pulled 20 

spikes from a siri-ii li of railroad irm k. 
sending an Amtrak train hurtling ov er a 

bridge into n dry stream tmd Monday, 
authorities said ()ne jiernon was killed 
and about 100 were injured 

A note found outside the train in a 

remote expanse of desert referred to the 
federal sieges at Waco. Texas, and Kubv 
Ridge, Idaho both reliv ing (Ties for right- 
wing. anti-government extremists 

"That’s what leads me to believ e this is 

terrorist atta< k said Maricopa ( minis 
Sheriff I*h# Arpaio. Asked who might let 
responsible, he said. "It leans toward the 
domestic side 

Amtnik s Sunset I.united, bound from 
Miami to tarn Angeles with 24H passengers 
and 20 rew members, derailed while 

crossing a tu-foot high bridge r>o to 80 
mih« southwest of Phown* somnlinH' after 
t n rn 

Pour (ant plunged from the bridge at 50 
mph. with tlmm coming to rest on th»»ir 
sides on the sandy bottom of the desert 
wash Passengers, jolted awake, made their 
way through fumbled belongings and 
rewind out the windows 
"I heard babies screaming, and their 

mother was hollering eat h one of their 
names, one after the other,” said Betty 
Addington. 60, of Dallas, who was irm 

eling with her 80-year-old mother to vis- 
it a sister in la»s Angeles 

One person was kitted. 12 were seriously 
hurt and about 100 others suffered less 
serious injuries, said Sgt Tim (aimplwdl. 
a sheriff’s spokesman The dead man was 

identified as Mitchell Bates, -I! a sleep- 
ing-! ar attendant based in I -os Angeles 

The last thing he said to me. before 
he went to lied Iasi night, was 'See you 
tomorrow, baby doll.” said Helen Mar- 
tine/ of l.os Angeles, a waitress on the 
train. 

Phnom* hospital* reported treating at 
least ao people. including one woman who 
vs ,»■« listed in cntual condition. Among tht* 
hospitalized wen* a 1 month-old l»oy and 
a 31-year-old woman who was on her hon- 
eymoon 

Deputies found a one- or two-page mo* 

saga signed "Son* of (festapo" at the scene, 
the sheriff said The note referred to the 
government sieges at Waco and Ruby 
Ridge, the f HI and the Bureau of Alcohol. 
Tobacco and Firearm* 

An electronic database search of U S 
new spaper* hig and small found no men- 

tion of a "Sons of Gestapo." A search of 
about sis months' worth of Internet dis- 
ussion groups and World Wide Weh 

pages also found nothing 
The site 27 miles east of this spec k 

on the map of southwestern Arizona — is 

fli essihle only by air and by four-wheel- 
drive vehii le It took an hour for the first 
rescuers to reach the victims 

Investigators from the FBI. National 
Transportation Safety Board and other fed- 
eral and state agencies combed tlte s< nne. 

The sheriff said the saboteurs somehow 
"separated" the mil and that a win* was 
attached to disable an alec Ironic system 
that would have* warned the crew of a 
break m the line 

Investigators found that in a 19-foot sea 

tion of track, 29 of the spikes tha! hold the 
rail to the wooden crossties had been 
pulled out. acc ording to a scum e who 
spoke on condition of anonymity 

Amtrak President Thomas M Downs 
told a Washington news confurent e that 
someone removed a if> inch steel bar 
weighing about 1H pounds that is used to 
connect two sections of rail He said he 
hadn't heard about the spikes being 
removed 

"Someone obviously intended to drop 
the train off the trestle into the ravine." 
Downs said 

The bars are bolted to the rails and keep 
them from separating when trains pass 
over. Downs explained He said the sab- 
otage could have been done in about 10 
minutes by someone with a rudimentary 
knowledge of railroading. 
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Passengers recall roar 
of derailing Amtrak 
■ WRECK: Many riders 
thrown from beds as train 
cars plunge off tracks 

HYDLR, Art/ (AP) Bar 
Ion dor Roberto Coin epc ion bid 
good night to » follow crewman 
m the lounge of the Amfrak Sun- 
sot Limited and ( limbed info lied 

Ho was just falling asleep when 
the train began shaking violent- 
ly from side to side, throwinghim 
to the floor 

’It was very quiet, and then we 

heart) wailing c ries from the chil- 
dren," Concept ion said "1 just 
prayed 'My God. my God, im 
God 

The roar of the 12-car train 
derailing sliced through the still- 
ness of the desert night and the 
sleep of many of the 208 passen- 
gers and crew members aboard. 

"I heard babies screaming and 
their mother was hollering each 
one of their names, one after the 
other," said Betty Addington. f><), 
of Dallas. Tx. who was on her 
way to Los Angeles with her HO 

year-old mother. Veleta Clark. 
Addington was pitched off tin- 

top bunk as the railroad car 

flipjied onto its side. She groped 
around in the darkness for what 
seemed like several minutes 
Realizing the windows hud 
become the floor. Addington 
managed to squeeze herself and 
her mother through a cracked 
wall and into the moonlight 

Light of the train's cars 

derailed, four plunging 30 feet off 

r 

a bridge into a drv riverbed. The 
passengers and crew shouted to 
one another as they walked, 
crawled and climbed on the top- 
pled train 

"1 did a bit ol swan dive It 
was quite peculiar. It happened 
so quickly, I didn’t realize we'd 
gone off a bridge 1 just thought 
we'd derailed," V irginia Addison 
said The year-old journalist 
from Sydney, Australia, was 
thrown from her top bunk as she 
was sleeping. 

Juanita Jones. f>'», of Moss 
Point, Miss was traveling with 
her 70-year-old husband. George 
Jones, who is blind, when the 
train derailed. 

rile next thing we knew, we 

were done piled up." she said. 
He were pinned and we 

couldn’t get out the window.” 
Henry Ford, -t?, a car attendant 

from Los Angeles whom many 
passengers credited with pulling 
them from the wreckage, cried as 

he recalled what he saw in the 
moonlight, 

"1 stood up on the train, looked 
at the horizon and saw all the 
people — sii k, hurt, elderly, cry 
ing What I saw was a sit k mind," 
he said, referring to reports the 
train may have been sabotaged. 

Among the injured passengers 
were numerous senior citizens, a 

3-month-old infant, a couple on 

their honeymoon and many crew 

members, who mourned the 
death of an Amtrak attendant 
killed in the accident. 
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