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Pocket 
Band 

Plorctt rind E.J. 
In the tradition ol Peter 

Paul arxl Man and Crosby, 
Stills and Haiti come Mag 
9*e. Pierce and t J. — three 
scrappy musicians making 
a case lex loth m the c,yni 
cat. pent grunge 90s 

Hoik is the term we've 
come up with." says t.J., 
who handles bass duties 
both vocal and rnstrumen 
tat •You know part rock, 
part folk — whatever 

It's the whatever part 
that distinguishes Maggie, 
Pierce and E J There's a 
sense ol freedom and play 
fulness on then eponymous 
debut CO that makes every 
song an adventure Oddball 
left turns dominate — from 
soaring three part har 
monies to screechy guitar 
rave ups to Death Valley 
bass runs and back again 

“We definitely don't 
want to be pigeonholed into 
one sound says vocalist 
guitarist Pierce “That's 
instant death 

He knows whereof hr 
speaks Pterce and t.J. 
togged m two albums with 
the tripped out hip hop 
band The Goats before 
music business pressures 
drove them out 

"It's amarmg how you 
can be manipulated by a 
recoid company,' t.J says 
wearily "They can liter ally 
say, We don't want this 
track on the album,’ or 
"Sound like ttus, you know 
But (with the tnoj, we don't 
have anyone to please but 
ourselves." 

We fust do whatever we 

want," guitarist Maggie says 
Which is why the folk 

approach works so well 
tor (hem 

“Folk by definition it 
music by the people," 
says E J "So that can be 
anything — even grunge 
it folk.* 

“But there ts a differ 
eoce," Pierce say* “Folk 
has always been around 
Something like rap, I'd say 
will always be around But 
grunge — grunge a Uke 
disco. It’ll pass 

for more mformitKMi, call 
/he MPUJ Mime at 1610) 
S274597 
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Jt hu tc«i n I 1 wifh 
St t \dnh t»u Mcitmrv 

Bliw, they *ccn>ctJ ?«» 

ihr I >c I Scuil 
ic'rnnuv of hip-hop 
OiovM * hthtirn huggmg 

I on pcJic 4iui love. 
\\ hei cP< 1 havc 
urn* ml tHe* hippie 
hop uj; I’M Dams haw cmbratcd it and (tiiatHi 
cd thru smooth B into a shade of wnil 

( h\ /f hi U rf-/, PM l hisvn build Oil {hr remark 
4hie v «<nluirtu r ami depth of |9‘M l he Hint 
A .turn ! rtiin the propulsive radio pop of the oj>cn 
rt l luwftiuv^n Venus *o iHe* autiaciotti doling 
covert of Prime ami talking Heads, /i*>m Uept 
explore* the nook* ami irannio between pop, wmi, 
hip hop ami psychedelia 

Pfintf He*, melodici arc often submerged in 

waves of ethereal harmony, vet the production 
remains lucid a Usiament to the maturity of this 
exciting and underrated hand 

Love Jones 
Rowortul Rain Robot 

* * * 

l me Jones if not 

| band I d Mint to mar 

krt I »r*t, they follow 
t heir rmuifcM debut 

j i ilbHt cute!lent Ht'c • 

fo ii*t /.mm) hv touring 
| m matching smoking 
| (ickcit then they 

balk at being lumped 
into ihe lounger revival 
trend. Nc»t. thes release a uv«ul dcat haul) at 

shimmering pap prim iliat. imtununatels. hit 
j absolutcls nothing to da with anything amcmlv 
j happening in nuuit \ns where 

Sii well Sitrh is out lot lust he grateful that 
I I I hue us enough iu shale their weird ass world 

at hulk, swing, retro pop and doo-wop I'owtrful 
I /'«rr« Ale/re/ nesrt captures the joir dr vnrt at 

/men. hut it does elevate their sound to hteers 
new heights "'A arid at 'summer is the standout, 
4 heartfelt paean ta the salad dass at vouch so 

light «iod blithe' it s likrb to float right out of yout 
( l> pbvrf 

One U»t ftp you II never be able to fully 
Jf'pfn utc the delude ego of an l I retooling until 

Rare on Air 
Voim. 1 /inti 2 

J hi re two Hrtrt 0H 
i:T ■- >rMj>:i j? («-?\v loUiif 

*0 Jive Oft 4 > t per fur 
! nuno from arum on 

Kfprfttftg finomn 
i jitfitt, tht miujted 
i N P R mmu vfrum »>«f 

| «»f ii« Angeles Perform 
i cr% iru hide ! hr t f4n 

net f wm* j.u k son hfownr. 
I >fi Be* k \.n .t\.r Merchant. MC *KM) loot 

Jcvm 14»s l ohm. Phillip (*tav» > ant! I van 1 )ando 
with lultana Ho hr hi \mon|; lott oi oihm 

l he imtnc\ii4v v c»f five broatkist. together with 
the intmuiv i*t a radio itutiio, trcajes a unujuc vibe 
here I He kwiiuI quality i» »uprrf», allowing the mote 

lieiH ate number* to shimmer ( i any a Donnelly. Jtmi 
Mitt hell ? ami fuller King*. to really vtreteh out 

\World Part* Kettte Servcctl) Katr on hr i* also 
£tw*d tor you, m a kanttn rat vimi *egetablr* ** av 

ftnxcreh go ti> N PR flagship station Kt R\\ 

Eve's Plum 
Ch&rry Ahvtp 

★ * * 

•Koothcr }>*}>jn pmf 
punk Wand wtck a hr male 
linger Owe* 4 lot to 

K i M and SofiK 
Youth Name n 4 uittp) 
*7CK rekteme St,II, | vai» 

give vtni vr\cn good fra 

wm to dig 1 vt* % Hum 
One Ihc arc mu»* 

; CMMHhm till t f*rrr) Ain 't 

Sill try these iifH), I wn like ill the boi band 
> thcv remember thit rock 4nd roll wi\ oriei ruih 

aiphcttUVR) for >c\ I hrcc Sometimes swc'ir t 

l»od. thrv sound like ! I O I i»ut I hc\ hj\c 

| seine i-jllcd fetus l ovn \ou (Not 4% Much 4* 

{\.v). l ive I hcv like to do tool f huiMon Moos 
outer »>p.ivc things with then guiui Su No nutu 

whit voor scs. or penujuion, by the end of th 
ilbum you will hive 4 mild crush on vmger ( oltce 
i it/pjtrk k Seven No bill ids1 

RADIO, RADIO 
1. Promts, Tiles from the Punchbowl. Interecope 
2. Jon Spencer Blues Explosion, 

Experiment*/ Remites, Matador 
3. Super chunk. Incidental Musk 199195. Merge 
A. Boredoms. Chocolate Synthesizer. Reprise 
S. Luna, Penthouse. Elektra 
B. Southern Culture on the Skids, Soul City. Geffen 
7. Natalie Merchant, Tigertity, Elektra 
8. Catherine Wheel, Happy Days. Mercury 
9. Steel Pole Bath Tub, Scars from Falling Down, 

Stash/London 
10. Too Fighters, Foo Fighters, Capitol 

Th* U RwJ»o C»«r1 '* %|»n*ofwd fry 

VIBRANCE 
ORGANIC CARE 

Morrissey 
Southpaw Grnmnwr 

* * 

On the l I 
minute opening 
track ot Morrissey 
latest offering, the 
British pop icon 

tloons. \ a he fin 
ishcii would he .1 

! relict Never did 
1 Mich a concise Ivin 
| hi appropriately unn 

! up an entire I > worth of material 

Although hi* solo effort * have always been 
[ lot or mis* affair*. last year s. \ Vitox hall a mi I 

ituvtrifully explored lush pop melodies with 
i urn alculated Ivru s Seuthpari l tram mar, tinfoi 

turuidv, rake* the opposite approaeh 
(rvcfblimn mu rumen ution and extended 

guitar and drum solus turn mam ut the eight 
I “mp col lev red here imo would be toe k 

anthems 1 sen veteran producer Steve l ally 
white ‘who also produced Yau-\h*»U) couldn't 
v.ivc these songs from becoming Morn see v * 

; most lyrically pretentious and musically tftcofl 

crtjuenual. What was conceived as a band pro 
jest sadly comes across a* a misguided journes 

j to a rock and roll graveyard. 

Hot) Hooper U of Southern California 

Rapid Fires 

nre:i Bug* and 
Frlonds 

Sing the 
Beatles 
ftfnno 

When cross 

marketing and 

nostalgia meet. 

Bugs sings the Beatles Still, it's 

awtully cool tor obvious reasons, so 

settle in with some good sugary cereal 
and roll with it 

Clannad 
Loro 
Atlantic 

Deep, rich production on their latest 

outing facilitates Clannad s successful 
blend ot traditional and contemporary 
Celtic totk Van Morrison wishes he was 

still this relevant 

Notes 
from the 
Under- 

ground 
Priority 

Generally on 

the ass kicking 

side, this two volume compilation is 

lull ot angry young people with gui 
tars Which is good it you teel you're 
losing your punk rock identity 
(And you are ) 

House on 

Fires 
An Urban 
Folk Col- 
lection 
Red House 
Records 

For 10 years. 
Red House has been signing and pro- 
moting all those urban folksters we see 

at coftee house gigs and say Damn I 
should check some ot this stuft out 

Now's your 
chance 

Electra 
f I x ion 
Bumo<1 
Sue 

Before the* 
started believing 
their own hype 

tern) ana me Bunnymen made the ptssi 
est Brit music of the 80s Bunnymen Ian 
McCulloch and Will Sergeant reunite 
here to revisit much of the original glory 


