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1. Primus, Tales from the Punchbowl, Interscope
2. Jon Spencer Blues Explosion,

Maggie,
Plerce and E.J.

in the tradition of Peter
Paul and Mary and Crosby,
Stilts and Nash come Mag
gle, Plerce and E.J three
scrappy musicians making
# case for folk in the cyni
cal, post-grunge "90s

“Rolk is the term we've
come up with,” says E.J,
who handles bass duties
both vocal and instrumen-
tal. “You know, part rock,
part folk — whatever *

It's the whatever part
that distinguishes Maggie,
Pierce and E.J. There's a
sense ol freedom and play
fulness on their eponymous
debut CO that makes every
song an adventure. Oddball
left turmns dominate — from
soaring three-part har-
monkes to screechy guitar
riave-ups to Death Valley
bass runs and back again

“We definitely don™t
want to be pigeonholed into
one sound,” says vocalist-
guitarist Prerce. “That's
nstamt death.”

He knows whereal he
speaks. Plerce and E.J.
logged in two albums with
the tripped-out hip-hop
band The Goats before
music business pressures
drove them out

“It's amazing how you
can be manipulated by a
record company,” E.J. says
woarily. “They can Nterally
say, "We don't want this
track on the album,' or
“Sound like this,' you know.
But [with the trio], we don't
have anyone 10 please but
ourselves.”

wanl,” guitarist Maggie says.

Which is why the folk
approach works so well
for them.

“Folk by definition is
music by the people,”
says E.J. “So that can be
anything — even grunge
is folk.*

“But there is a differ-
ence,” Plerce says. “Folk
has always been around.
Something like rap, I'd say,
will always be around. But
grunge — grunge is like
disco. It'll pass.”

For more information, call
the MP&EJ hotline at (610)
527-8597.
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Love Jones

Powertul Pain Reliet
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Rapid Fires

Bugs and
BUGS & FRIEMDS
[] Friends

Sing the
Beatles
Rtino

When cross
marketing and
nostalgia meet,
Bugs sings the Beatles. Sull, it's
awfully cool for obvious reasons, so
settle In with some good sugary cereal
and roll with it
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Jesus Wept

The Murrwr Experimental Remixes, Matador
i : Sy » 3. Superchunk, Incidental Music 1991-85, Merge
M‘:;:::;ﬂr Rare on Air 4. Boredoms, Chocolate Synthesizer, Reprise
Vois. 1 and 2 S. Luna, Penthouse, Elektra
6. Southern Culture on the Skids, Sou/ City, Geffen
PM Dawn ty

7. Natalie Merchant, Tigerfily, Elektra

8. Catherine Wheel, Happy Days, Mercury

8. Steel Pole Bath Tub, Scars from Falling Down,
Slash/London

10. Foo Fighters, Foo Fighters, Capitol
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VIBRANCE

ORGANIC CARE

Morrissey

Southpaw Gramimar

* *
Eve’'s Plum

Cherry Alive

L

More reviews, more releases, plus sound bytes at
Nt/ www.umagazine.com

Rob Hooper, U of Southern California

Clannad
Lore
Atlantic

Deep, rich production on their latest
outing facilitates Clannad's successtul
blend of traditional and contemporary
Celtic lolk. Van Morrison wishes he was
still this relevant

Notes
from the
Under-
ground
Priority
Generally on
the ass-kicking

side, this two-volume compilation is
full o! angry young people with gui
tars. Which is good If you feel you're
losing your punk-rock identity

{And you are |

House on
Fire:
An Urban
Folk Col-
lection
Red House
Records

For 10 years,
Red House has been signing and pro-
moting all those urban folksters we see

at coffee-house gigs and say, “Damn, |
should check some of this stut! out.”
Now's your
chance

Electra-
fixion
Burned
Sire

Before they
started believing
their own hype
Echo and the Bunnymen made the pissi
est Brit music of the '80s. Bunnymen lan
McCulloch and Will Sergeant reunite
here to revisit much of the original glory




