
Can we talk? 
Talk shows: better than 

a therapist’s couch 

BY NATALIE Y. MOORE 
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embarrassments Hugh (Irani, Bob Paskwood 
and ( ourtney I ove come lo mind \%c like outra 

genus stories. \\e ve been through 20 st ars, at 

least, ot making an industry of the private lives of 
famous people, says talk show host letrv Springer. I he 
talk show simply takes the very same subject matter and 

opens it up to regular people. 
Students are no exception they're among the thou 

sands who inundate the various talk shows with letters 
and sails promoting their own sounds-too sseird to he 
true stories. 

Its an amazing phenomenon that people would go on 

national television and talk about things that vou'd think 
theyd want to keep to themselves, Springer says Id 
nev er go on nn show. 

Real life meets 
daytime TV 

Kenya Mitchell" v*as timnt in 

Her dorm foom K»rcd Mcsniff 
i/cd by the urnr on TV, \hc did 
what any wired talk chow tan would 
do She rwaped the monoiony of 
college life by ^ailing the Afontti 
Xt tlhanii SJntu 

I hr Southern Illinois l junior 
phoned M&mri 10 share the detail* 
of a tangled love triangle In simple 
ferrm. Mitchd! * boyfriend * ex girl 
friend didn’t quite seem to grasp the 
concept of ex 

I he hnter ex girlfriend slashed 
the lues ot Mitchell * dad % vat. sent 

her death threats In mad and con 

^il Ck\ 

A mtudvnt'm blxarrm lovm trlangla 
tlchlod Montml Wllllnmm. 

Mitchell over the 

telephone, 
Mitchell save 

"Himiitv, 
she s a krone tune 

and went Ix-tvrk,” 
die adds 

I he prnduc 
cis fell in love 
with her color- 
ful store and 
called hack the 
neat day She 
was in the Hi 

\pplc evithm 2-1 
hours. sur- 

rounded by 
Nielsen con 

scions producers 
and luxurious 
a cc o m m o d a 

11 o n s — es 11 h 
Montrl picking 
up the tab 

ftu r M n i' h ell d«Jri f show u p 
w all her buytf tend and his rx Mi 

(uw She m uHfd two friend* to 

piav the f«4ci 
! cfliion hatti thr sour relation 

ship wai too high for the tea! 
h*»vtricml and c* u> K~ im the du»w 
wti.h her. Mtivhelj *a\* 1 would 
have gone to msI 

1 he prodiu rri hinted that 
Mitthrjl vhouId *avr her fieri 
word* ■ she called the cx ji "bitch" 
off the <i ( and perhaps a 

smack or two hit the ex for on 

the an but she refrained Mitchell 
*ai\ she chose her clothe* and 
word* carefully to avoid embar 
raxxmcm or exploitation 

I hr Montfl staff didn’t suspec t 

anything hvhv Mitchell and her 
r 

Hut l*e warned about lying your 
wax onto a talk show If the produc 
ett of the /ff'n SpnHgrr Show find 
out that a story ts futstmu*. it cost* 

the guest big buc k* 
*b»»nu ugn a statement saving 

that everything they'll uv on the 
show will be truthful Springer 
*av* "If they lie about anything 
they k liable tot tfie production met 

of the show which i* about 
80,000 to 100,QUO dollar* 

Gotting some 

Stressed coeds enjoy (SO minute 

sabbatic ah (Mini the trains of divw> 
and esams, In often a relief to « 

that social *no ate nothing 
compared with those of the weirdos 
on talk allows 

And bt/arre lupus like All of 
mv babies mothers hate cash 
other Marts me or else and 
'( all me stars bur I love my 

cheatin man' capture and titillate 
the tollcgc audrcfisr for a tew mind- 
less moments 

NX e drlimteb watch talk shows 
to mAc tun ot people," says Rachel 
Smith, a luttiot at the l’ of 1 eyas 

Austin I he worst thing that sould 
possibly happen to me would he 

going on a talk show It would be 
humiliating.” 

Am t too proud to beg is the 
mantra lot talk show guests, hut 
some students sav they'd nevet go 
the dtstatue 

‘1 wouldn't want the whole 
world to know if my girlfriend 
dumped me for another gtis or 

another girl, for that matter1” says 

Hills Men*, also a lunior at l' I 
Patricia Priest, who earned 

her doctorate at the U of Gcor- 

gia, wnHc her 1 w2 dissertation 
«>n why people go on talk shows 
She uys people enioy teeing 
fault* m other\ 

It s 4 lot of fun for college stu- 

dent* to watch j* a group and 
ridicule people, she vavv 

And Pile*! should know She 
conducted in depth nvfcrviesvs with 
SO former tjIk show guests then 
published her findings in her new 

hook, I'uhhi Innmancy I ask Shaw 
l^ftntpanu in /tli Ail /V illimp 
ton Press. I'foS) 

So nuuh of IS is formulaic,” 
Priest vav* “You never know w hat s 

going to happen on talk shows 
Uses re c hoteographed tor htrworks 

Just another group 
session 

Some students aren't satisfied 
with merely watching the shows 
Dave Alexander, a graduate student 
at NX estern < arolina l N C 
wanted a piece of the action. Mi* 
'torv Mis girlfriend regularly 
accused him of cheating Me insists 

it was just flirting 
Alexander, accompanied bs his 

ex girlfriend she finally bloke up 
with him and a furnd. flew to 

This isn't brain 

surgery — this is 
entertainment. 

” 
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New York It all happened just 
hours utter he left a message on the 
Si duty Povtth Show phone iirtc 

"I expected to he attacked (ver 
hails ] by the audience, he saw But 
the efowd lent Alexander a sympa 
theta ear while Povich placed dev 
»l*i advocate 

One woman started trying dur 
mg a commercial break. Alexander 
recalls, and the producers scrambled 
to get the tears on him 

But talk shows aren't ail hype 
and circumstance. Alcxandei sas*. 

the show provided a venting session 

tor both hitmelf and his ex girl 
triend After leaving New York, dies 
got bask together 

Psychologist Karen Sykes savs 

going on talk shows is a wav tor 
some people to purity themselves of 
their problems But many go on just 
lor the glitz 

*" 1 he guests arc intrigued with 
the notoriety of being seen on IV 
by millions Sykes savs 

But people trend necessarily 

looking for catharsis Springer says 
talk shows ate an extension of our 

culture of opennevs 
Mv goal is to have a show that 

continues to educate, he open and 
have no censorship It s a forum on 

television for people to talk about 
things that affect them, Springer 
savs 1 his tvn t brain curgcn 
this is entertainment 
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WHmVm Jmrry Bpringmr’m topic today? Spring 
ttromkorm who mro obf »ad with folk mhowm? 


