
Phile Under Phenomenon 
The mysterious secret 

behind The X-F//es? 
Hard work. 

BY AUDETTE FULBHIQHT 

u.t sis ARI shh r i iihi.yvs-'oon t hvrac 

tcia. ! hey vc been tiu* good guvs, the bad 

guvs, the fall guvs and more Bui i rtdav 

nights on the Fox network, tsso FBI agents 
live life a hit ditferemh thev track 

down mysterious l I l )s dvadh poheigcists and mutant 

liver eating serial killers 
Its rht A Files, of course, and although its a fai erv 

from standard 1\ fare of perhaps Fi-caust it i this 
show is hitting a nerve out there. In much the same was 

Irek kies created a culture out of theit love lor 
Ink. X IMliles are carving out their own niche as thev 
form online tan clubs, buy up novels and comics based 
on the series and come together In the thousands at V 
7 -;/V> conventions lust vsh.u is going on lu u ; 

Ollllan Anctoraon am 

Scully: grounded, 
skeptical, many. 

'Mulder thinks 
about l l (h the 

way other men 

think about sew 

1>AVII» I >1 ( IK >V M \.h. 

Sri ( IA» V.» N 1 Ml l 1)1 M 

Suspended disbelief 
\\ U the ate.t ■. .»? 

Kabwin, ijftt **f the vhow prod uc 

er% 1 Hr »uh|rvt nuttei i% vuper 
natural, bur it s rn a & founded 
a t c a 1 hr science and lech nolog-, 
on the tbo« is teal People realize 
that genctk mujjfiom, for rum 

pie. tart and do Happen It s a 

small step bom there to the plots 
we %e jMfM Jsmi 

It’s the shadow realms that fJpf 
X f ilfi *|k viahrcs in Sjsccul Agents 
l>ana Vull-. and l «o Mulder dun t 

just ioriif across ghosts, demons 
and aliens thes tonic jonu as 

real people 
Mulder thinks about l I Oi 

the was other men think about 
yev, says David Duchovny. s* ho 
piavs the driven, troubled Mu! 
der I hat s the challenge tor me 

to bring char kind of intensity 
to the part 

Dtnhovm has gotten into story 

ami plot development because he 
believes the show will benefit from 

rescaling more of who the Jura* 
ters 4K In this ssas. the vhow tan 

achieve a balarue between the "real” 
world of humans and emotion* and 
the paranormal world with whtvh 
they deal constantly 

People arc familiar with I HI 
agrmv. what rhes do. Rabwin sas v 

“I think wfiat draws people in and 

keeps them there is that here are 

two |H*ople in a mundane environ 

rnent. but thes deal with supernal 
ural events And one of them is 

aiwass sjscaking tor all c*f us. because 
one v haras.ter u a believer and one 

tomes from a more wirntihc. skep 
tical background.” 
The never- 

ending story 
I he show Miiliim much i>t its 

credibility by grounding the stones 

with solid narrative technique*. 
Kahwm savs behind jII the spcsial 
effects anil conspiracies, the art of 

storytelling remains 

“People love mysteries, and 
well told Stones’ savs (■tllun Andcr 
son. aka Special Agent Dana Sent 
Iv, as she takes a breather outside 
the set in Vancouver, British 

I olumbia, where the ihow is 

filmed V ulls u the skeptic week 
ahet week, she analsrrs the part ten 

lais of the case and tries to find a 

rational explanation 
“People want to talk about these 

topic*. and we provide them that 
charnc Anderson savs And on 

this slum, whuh o different from 
most episodic series. people don’t 
know what to expect ncit We have 
lew sequels, and those that we do 
have arc so high-pitched that people 
arc desperate to find out what s 

going to happen 
I ’hi* isn't the sort of thinking 

that goo into many television show* 
these davs I he level of commit 

merit both on and oft the vet tv a big 
pan of the reason the V Ftifi has 
become the ttmatbn it u 

’hvcrvihing about this show i\ 

high quality v Anderson saw 
~ I he 

writing, the editing, the directing, 
the qualits of the u» stars We've 
got people busting their balls to take 
risks and make this show good 

h pi code director him Manners 
agrees I vc been in this business for 
1 seats, and this is the f*cst I could 
ask for We have the best equipment 
and the best people 

i Kris t arter, creator and pro 
duect | hands me a script and saw 

.Make a feature I've worked on 
shows where they actually got 
upset if you did good film work 
All they wanted were the basics 
and for me to hurry up and get a 

close up of the war Here I'm not 

only given permission I'm given 
tree rein, ami 1 m expected to pro 
time high qualm work 

Finest worksong 
Behind the scenes. the effort am 

tinues ! veryonc is friendly and 
cooperative, but fhere's no question 
that thev re on the job 1 he set 

hums Most of these people have 
worked together before, but whether 
thr\ have or not. the impression is 

that of a working ensemble, 
NX hen you can get on a shove 

like this, i! s 4 blast says Nuk lea 
who plays the evil counter agent 
Krvvek l ate go r s into e v c r v 

aspect Inevitably, that care is 

reflected m the ratings' 
( nius arc picking up on the 

qualm as well last season. Tht X 
biln was a dark horv winner at the 
(•olden Globe awards for Best 
Drama 1 his scar the shoss was 

nominated for seven Kinnivs. 
including Best Drama. Best W riting 
and Best ( irtcmatography 

I he heat t* on l he success of 
the show may seem supernatural, 
bur the formula is classic Work 
hard the rest will follow 

For If*e \-£tle%' the proof is out 
there 

Audette hulbrtfht u<mt MI fit k wr 
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