
CAN HACK IT 
Movie makers are 

taking a byte out 
of pop culture 

BY JEFF NIESEL 
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from Uetrd Siirmr I loss about 
the Mi.iuin ict brains Matthew 
Broderick m W.tr domed In the 
not so distant past, computer 

users appeared on the silver screen as 

socially inept characters ssho found 
more excitement in the ivbcrvxorld 
than the social realm. But now that the 
Internet has entered the mainstream, 
Hollywood has refashioned the look of 

technology, too. 

I he latest seductive techie sleuths 
include Keanu Reeves m Johnny 
Mnemonic, Sandra Bullock in ihe Set, 
lusher Stevens and Lorraine Bracco in 
Hackers and Denzel Washington in \ ir 
turn sty. Not exactly sour typical nerds. 

lake Bullock, for example. Alter 

playing Reeses gutsy sidekick in Speed, 
she ran ass as with the M I V Bucket of 

popcorn lot Most Desirable I emale. 
In I he Set, Miss Most Desirable 

plays a computet systems analvst who 
inadvertentls accesses a classified pto 
gram. It mas brevets computer hack 
cr c dream to have someone like Bui 
lock sitting on the other end of the 
computer terminal but it's not what 
soud call a slue of life. 

Larger than life 
One icjvon movie* about the Internet air %o 

hot i% that dctpttf the f-u t that practujlly 
everyone ha* heard about the Internet relative 
h lev* people actually know \rrv muth alnntt it,“ 
v.ivh Sam ( hoi. a graduate vtudent at the U ot 
I’cnnvylvania 

I hr Ic*.* uni know about voinething that you 
think t% iool. the more it veettu like nupi," ( hoi 
Viw 1 Ilf moiotef I\ always wane! whfll vou haven't 
vet *ocn it ( We you ve *crn u, it * prem tame 

I a».h tixhtc him oiler* it* own high tcch mon 

uer. whivh ii often a rcprevcmation of tcvhnology 

(.'.line jvmy Ami. as m moii Hollvwc»od fare good 
guvs tangle with had guv* to save humanity 

in Hatktn. a group of young in line skating 
computer wtur/cs become* involved m a conspiracy 
In johnny Afnfftuwu, Krmv itium download loml 
frtfgjbvirk of info that have if>c potential to vacr two 

pie from a previously iikurahir disease AmJ in l trtu 

Washington plav* an ex vop who battle* Sid 
i> A composite of serial killers who leaves the cum 

putcr gr net a led work! to become truly interactive 

I he man behind Sid <• ", director Bren 
Leonard, uvi that hr tnrs to depict both the advan 
tage* and abuses of technology in \ inuouty 
l coturd also directed l *tu nmouvr \fjn a film 
jbouf virtual realm that wav only nominally based 
cm a Sirphen King short mwv 

\ftri the suticvv of /ju rtttivuYt Afjtt, leonard 
read a number of unpti dealing with virtual rrahrv 
and decided on the one bv Inc Berm because it 

didn t treat the concept as a gimmick 
1 he mythology of tech oology is currently on 

everyone » mind leonard saw We all sense it 

will hange our hses and u hasn't happened vet 

I here base l>cen radical changes in the wav the gos 
ernment wntkc and the wav live media work ! hr 

I 
no logy might change out lives I vc created a van 

tn'iurv talc with \ irtuouty 

The final frontior? 
rhc taw matron with trthnolu^ un ( new. save 

Michael i arroll. an associate professor at Highlands 
l' »n New Maiui As 4 pop culture who Ur, ( ar 

rull mvs America has always Keen law mated by tech 
rvoiog* from the railroad expansion to television 
I ethic films not only represent a continuing mfatu 
anon with techoology but also reflet't the ideology 
of tfic frontier 

NX hen Kennedy created the last front iet with 
the space program, it took the place of spatial 
expansion that had come to a stop with V ietnam,** 
( atroll save All the frontier ideology was trans- 

ported into outer space 
NX hen it became Hear that outer space seas not a 

diearn in which everyone could participate, Carrol! 
cave, Americans shifted their frontier mentality to 
the Internet 

I vc hound more than MM) articles published in 

American magazine* which refer to cyberspace as a 

frontier, ( arroll saw l sing the Internet as a Iron 
tier seems to work better than miter space because 
everyone can actually play this game 

Get reel 
Bu< with Man 1 Venable lUh tilling the rolev of 

computet luilcii, u v not just evervdav people who 
arc playing with trchnologv on the silver screen By 
creating high tension ctmsptrattc* ami using special 
ctleui. techie films prevent souped up verctonc of 

computet culture that don I >|uitr match rrahtc 
Some find Hollywood s glamon/ation of the 

internet culture rather tar fetched 
Si/uon Siuie Oi/juthot lltfloid Stoll, a com- 

putet whiz himvclt who gained lame In catching 
a ring of Herman spies updating on the Internet, 
hac heen online citue the Internet wav created 

Net he think* Hollywood* new tahif film* go 
too far to add excitement to what he talU a cold 
mediu m 

I hr internet iv prettv much 4 waste of time," 
Stoll v a v' It astonishing that Hollywood has 
latched onto it 

l hat caw lor 4 veteran to uv what v left 
after umovrnng opidivifir 

NX he 1 ever you look on the interne!, there is no 

emotional interaction. Stoll saw 

i he Ncm vou van come up with l\ virtual inter 
at non I here tx cyber sex. cybcrdea/e and ivbcrdutv 
but their ain't no hutv. roll in the hay vex There v 

no one vo much av holding hands or rubbing noses 
let alone iornkatmg in the grass V<»u van only 

talk about it N mi can t do it 

"What a 1 heat 
ImpcnotwU or not. Hollywood v on the virtual 

bandwagon Only time will tel! if there v a pot of 

cvbergold at the end of the celluloid 

tffj .Vunri n a £*a*iuatr unUrnt at t of 1 a* 1 forma. \an 

/ hrftt Hr 1 a totally t**oj nr I tutir* .iutir un.l inr mirr 

tainmrttt nil tar at thr l !i N/H.uauiun 

“ The 

mythology 
of technology 
is currently 

on everyone's 
mind. " 

Hkl I t IHIMKI), 
i>1 ri< ior oi Vutn own 

Sandra Bulloch gmtm caught up In tho ’not. 

Virtually mtlmulatlng. 


