
much lew formal. hr says "You tun figure out 

what -you want to uv and keep crying until you get 
it tight I win Ik- more myvclf over r mail One pro 
trvsiu joked with me ami called me a goofhall I just 
don't think that's the kind of conversation we could 
have had if v\c were in his office 

I hr meek, it seems, have inherited the world 
(W ide NXcb?). 1 he Internet scene is rapidly grow 
mg Some estimate 20 million users worldwide and 
a growth of 1 million j>cr month 

A recent American Association of 'state ( olicgrs 
and l nivrrsities survey of hig and small sc hotel-, 
found that VM percent of the instirunons (MX) c>cr 

senrol the large ones) have Internet access and ‘H S 

percent have c mail 
l or some, the access nukes for practical time 

savers like checking whether a library book is m 

without tre kking across campus only to find it gone 
l*»r others, the access provides too much 

temptation and the techno play can become 
addictive 

It s just so rass to get into and so easy to 

abuse, says a l of C ahfornu, Berkeley. sophomore 
wise* wj\ required to withdraw from school last 
spring because he failed three fall courses 

I had just gotten to college and had never 

used c mail or any of that stuff before, he says 

It all seemed so fun and harmless and collegiate. 
I hen i met a girl on line, and we used to talk all 
night, every night I hardly slept and I never did 
mv work because I just couldn’t wait to get luck 
to my computer.* 

NX bile the student was on required leave his 
account was shut down, and he says he s kicked Ins 
c mail habit But despite the extremeness of his 
case, lie says he knows he could get caught in the 
net again 

‘You can meet so many people in such a short 
amount of time people you know you could 

never wjik up and uv hi to. hr cays I'eoplf hght 
for attention. but they ts^ht bom a level playing 
hchi NoI>»kIv kiumt anything about you cucept 
whatever nanvr venire using. w» you ftght 10 br witty 
anti cool good ft* judge people on 

\i mint colleges. Internet accounts arc bee 
I l.» \ r. heap ami raw wav% to keep iti much with 
M high school friends ! hrn college friends a* row 

i 

the pulure ihmugh newsgroups or ilut linn, where 
uveit with similar interests ntigh in on topics 

Help! I’ve fallen, 
i'ind l can’t get off-line 

I; v raw to get sucked into Interne! culture. yyv 
I h* I'aola And omr you start, hi add-. it even ea\ 

icf to grl sfut k 
l Jt ptola » ompufi ctci 

ate in I hrvcmbcf Mrs starting t« * think afsout jobs 
Hut more impoftamlv. he vavv. he v found a good, 
heap on line verster that will save him from the 

withdrawal new graduates fate when their j.uuinh 

ate iui off 

“It s funny. but that's the roost important thing 
to rue right now he says 1 ab-volutels fi e! like I’m 
dependent on it to be happy w ith my life 

NXumcsv tim, saw he dcj»codv on th net, but 
the manifestation in his life a little different Mv 
•mount allows me to stretch my »iav by about foe 

hours, he says 1 here are so mans things I van do 
that I wouidn t Ik able to do otherwise 

VX allies' has also hern able to strramlme fm the 
so research on health care initiatives during the 
Nwori presidency by searching online 

I certainly won t be avoiding dusts library 
Mjvks altogether, but I can't believe what v possible 
out their, he says 

NX ainew hud been wishing he could go to the 
Ninon l ibrary in California 1 hr nest time he was 

Guest 
f“ x p<,? f t 

**l was in a 

Head-on 
oollision on 

the Informa- 
tion super- 
highway and 
haven't been 
the same 
since." 

on the 'net. hr suffed pra*luaily a«.idciualiv 
nf^ii into it* datahaw- 

I rn not by nature u»mpuui innate. hut it you 

in t use ftm stuff it w id. spread crkHieh rvov. that 
jvoplr who tan live it will pay* you hy hr say* It 
vhouldn t he more than a uipphmcnt to hand* on 

Mutt, and it will nrvrr repLur human micros non tn 

a healthy world, hut now it \ vcrtatnlv comething 
vou tired to do things well and quit kly 

Realty, I’m a people person 
^ vurmr ( hm a *>i 1 >anmouth t ollrgr gradu 

atr and former editor of Dartmouth * daily new spa 
|*rr. *av* tim> much Internet actually pushed her 

hack toward human 

I chose my coffogo tor thm parmona! attention. umuv 

I got co chr point 
where I pot touidn f 

iiantl if, 1 hiu vavs 

I d pet lOO random 

menage* a <ij y from 

people who were too 

14 / v t i» pick u p c h e 

phone and till At 
IUiimmnh, nohodv 
14IK anybody any 

more unless it'* an 

emergent.* I had to 

vend message* fp pro 
pie felling them that if 
they wanted me, they 
should vail *m 

"You an do all 
kinds ol tiling* with 
five internet Hot you 

van never replace the 
effort that g«*r* into a 

real conversation, ami 
that v wl»at college 
students arc missing 
out on now," 

Aftirn a 

Hjrt JftJ l j/nwr. u 

roYu/rtv ffo' of I iw 
I larvard t ’nmvmt S/*e d 
1*4v* tin * mjti Athirru. 
but fin i*n u-o'tr tkr 

■-> •• 

Netiquette 
tmity may not have eve* 

posted, but that doesn't mean 

you should*! t mind you* man 

nets when you're online 
• DON'T SHOUTIM Typing in 

all caps is considered rude Put 
asterisks around a word to 

emphasize a point 
• Anybody home? Check e 

mall uften — it's as important 
as clearing and returning phone 
messages 

• Do you like to read bah 
bte? None ot us do keep para 
graphs and messages short and 
to the point 

• What are you talking 
about7 Use the "re" or 

memo" lutes it's nice to 
know what you're getting 
when you open a tile 

• Keep your cool flaming 
(sending scathing replies to 
ot tiers on the network) hurts 
Be nice 

• Thai's not tunny Sarcasm 
and humor don't always trails 
late when you're not t»cc to 
face Use symbols to convey 
your point 

“/ bad to 

send messages 
t el Ii tig them 
that if they 
wanted me, 

they should 
call me. 

" 

Vv«>NN» ( llll 

Dam i stoi i n ( m in.i 


