
Bits and 
Bytes 

Warning: Hackers can 

kdarcspl any information tram 

nwftwl over an nswcure Wet) 

page OonY vend your credit card 
number through cyberspace 
miles* you're sue ttre page n 

secure (You 1 be told d it is) 
Kiosks: Soon all the cam 

puses will be doing it Students 
can slop by one ot the ports to 

find where they re going, took 

up campus phone numbers, 
check out coming events, 
access then financial aid 

records grades and class 
schedules and even send and 
reserve e marl and lares Some 
schools already keyed Ml San 
franc taco State U U ot South- 
ern California, Rent State U 
Western Michigan U U ot 

Teias, Austin, U ot Pittsburgh 
New-age correspon- 

dence courses: New 
York’s New School for Social 
Research began putting classes 

completely online m spring 
I9>*4 the program, catted Dis- 
tance Instruction for Adult 
learners (DIAl), it up to 38 
courses, with students horn all 
over the world 01 Al even otters 
online hangouts tor (acuity and 
students to “get together" 
Informally Schools such as the 
U ot Pennsylvania and Duke U 
have online classes that are 

only supplemented with hve 
instruction 

Beam me up: Increas 

ing m popularity are teleclass 
es Satellites Imk students from 
different schools with each 
other and with lecturers — 

often c iports who wouldn't be 
available lor individual classes 

tor interactive discussion 
sessions 

Get oft my lap!: A plan 
to require all students to own 

laptops met protest by students 
and professors at Wake Forest 
U N C The plan, which was 

approved by the board of 
trustees and wilt start with the 
96 freshman class, includes 

other programs but would 
entail a hefty tuition hike Pro 
testers object to not only the 
cost but also the threat to the 
school s liberal arts commtl 
merit Some schools, like Vir 
gmla Tech, already require stu- 
dents m certain majors to own 

computers 

Tomorrow, thm world! 

one another in wavs fscopte my scar didn't exactly 
understand," loss man says 

late night chats between friends sprawled asrow 

dm in room !) > > < m % airn t extinct, but they're no 

mote lonmion than late night chats between friends 
across a country or continent, connected by wires 

anil faceless equipment 
Suddenly everyone was obsessed with comput 

rrs. and it wasn t just besjusc they were writing 
long papers, low man says Doing anything that 

W4vii t word procc&ung uKxi to lx novelc\ 
ii v 4 net catty that % how t»o»plr deal with one 

mother, and d you tau t, vou re m trouble 

Hello? Is anybody In there? 
On a huge univemey campm and Muhi^jn 

i% the 16th luj^Cii in the country finding ways to 

imrra<t with jxople van lx- a point ol vtrevs m itself 
Waittoi up he louldn t have suvvcvdully umdtkt 
cd a tampui'Milf campaign without trthno tools 

"J could talk to doAfrt* or hundreds of people 
at ofur and rcallv get my message across.' \\ .unrss 

say* "It s si> different front trying to meet people 
m person It will never replace it. but it t hangrs 
the whole structurc and function of face to face 
interaction 

Some campus life observers worry that students 
will forgo flesh friends for on line connections 

Alt hough at best tfie Internet should only supple 
mem personal dealings, critics agree that students 
have the capability to go into Internet seclusion vet 

still takr *are of daily routines 

( crumb. net riders can make and maintain 

electtonic relationships But there s a lot more At 
some school* thes can register fot classes, get tran 

scripts, peruse library holdings, cruise document 
databases for rescaic h, turn in written homework, 
take exams, attend professors' ofhee hours and even 

talk with classmates in techno discussion sessions 

Internet options also allow people to place 
orders and pay hills things that normally 

require some venturing into the outside world 
with a keyboard and terminal instead of *.ar keys 
or bus fare 

Mu fuel Dr Paula. a senior at johns Hopkins 
1 save hr even learned ft* fix his car s brakes a 

dec iilctilv hands on activity over the Internet 
I just ssasn t in the mood to ask anyone, so 1 

didn t Dc Paula says I floated a message on a 

newsgroup tfiat said. Moss do I fix rnv brakes-' 
and about people replied I he directions were 

perfect, probably a lot better than if I had asked a 

real person 
f or De Paula, the convenience of organizing 

fm life from his desk outweighs most benefits of 

personal presence last year, he lived off campus 
in Baltimore but spent mans weekends at home 
in New Yoik 

It was great 1 could hand in homework from 
hundreds of miles away, and I could talk with my 

professors from anywhere 
1 >e Paula s use of the Internet points to a ejucs 

tion college students and administrators around the 
couiHts air raising with increasing frequency How 
docs new technology change the college experience, 
and how much change is too much? 

P/e<ise don’t ooll on mo 

Archie t l ppi> 111, longtime d ran of undents at 

flarsard l % f iarvard ( ollcgr, vav> he wi«acs that 
Internet uimmuinuiiun takes jmjv from 4 key 
component of (he “college rx|*cncrur learning 10 

work and deal with people 
You van not develop into a mature |*er*m if yt>u 

don 1 learn to look someone in the eye or hear a 

lone «>t voice. I pjn saw ( ollrge teaches valuable 
life skills. that students need to learn because they 
are ptr professional pie adults I hr Internet, when 
overused, allows |vcoplc ti» hide from those thing* 

Yomc vtudetui say the lavk of life skills nansary 
to succeed in an Internet serial world is part of the 
charm IV Paula, for exam pie, suvs he would nun h 
lather c mail a professor than talk lave to lace 

I get nervous and intimidated, and r mailing is 
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