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just putting .1 little money where 
your mouth is. I'hat’s what col 

lege sports are .ill about, right? 
.Not to the \( A A, and definitely 

not if you’re a student athlete. 
1 he l of Maryland athletic department learned 

that lesson the hard wav this summer when hvc 
I errapin athletes were suspended for alleged gam 
him;: s, <»1.41 o >:, m writ !. ill iju.inri 
bai k Scott Mdanovich. a preseason All American, 
and Malt Ruvdo. a reverse basket hall player 

Mtlanovich. vs ho I set just S-MM) t»ver a three year 

span and placed no bets tin lm own team, vs as original 
!v s us j vended for the first eight «»f his tram s I I games 
l he suspension was appealed and reduced to four 

games Ravtio was disqualified tor the first 20 of his 
team s umtrsts f Us ease is currently under appeal 

1 he suspensions are fvchcvrd to be the harshest 
unctions for gambling ever doled out by the N( LAA 
to Division I athletes And Nl AA officials sas tfinr 

message is dear (.ambling on college sports by siu 

dent athletes will not be toletatrsi 

it’s everywhere 
Hit* Maryland athletes arc the 19th group sus 

{tended by the N( A A for gambling violations since 

! ><> M<\t *f hr .iv aiMne*. 

betting on football or basketball 
Nt \A legislation prohibits college athletes 

from gambling on any incertoilcgtatc athletic con 

test. sav\ l hrk lain, N( AA enforcement represen- 
tative 1 he the khool and the amount of 

money don't matter, he uvs 

l Ipon joining their teams, athletes sign contrasts 

promising not to engage in such activity, and yet it 

happens often 
Siikc 1992. illegal sports gambling operations 

have been uncovered at Michigan State l t of 
Maine, l of Rhode Island, t of 1 eiav Aruona 
State l Northwestern l and Bryant ( ollcgr R l 
At least five of these vases involved student athletes 

I d have to say it s campuswidc. saw Alfscrt,* a 

l of Honda junior and sports gambler "1 know 
; campus) organizations that air extremely wrapped 
up in it It s like an everyday thing like What'd 
you have for dinner 'Who d you put money on 

A cause for concern 
Student writoxr and the integrity of the ciMiipcnnons. 

I aitt says, orr wfut else Nl AA n trying to protest 
"A student athlete is particularly vulnerable/ he 

say's “Once you’re sufficiently indebted (with gam 
bling losses] or addicted (to gambling], you re a 

prime target for organized gambling 
I hat is the ultimate fear that student athletes 

could be at the mercy of gamblers while on the 
courts and fickle. 

Once under the control of gamblers, athletes 
could be ordered to throw games or to shave points 
to yield a higher payoff for gamblers 

Meanwhile. Ians may begin to question the 
honesty of rath play 'NX a* the dropped pan or the 
missed layup a mistake, nr was something going 
on* I he fact that that could enter the fan's 
thought process demonstrates part ol the prob 
lem." I aitt says 
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It s been uid many times i|N>ni irr hit 
! iHiMUfM \*»( A,Mf III college. Hilt especially Ifl 

college I Ur folks uf the N( AA know the re A & 

problem l hr> just don t know how to h* it, 

on the N( AA [turn * basketball) ttmrtymcm, 
we d be tertUM not to address those numbers 
jrul tiuttir what * going on mil there," I ant 

says A total ol $J. S hjlhon is het «n the 
Nt A A tournament every vrar. half of which rs 

illegal Hut theft* arc juruduuotial v|uoimtn 
•d'out wfut vsr have the authority to do 

l he problem is further complicated by 
campus environments m whu h rampant gam 
bung activity among non athletes often goes 

.• p i 
Henry lesieut ts the criminal law Hun at 

Illinois State l and one of the few vdtoUn to 

research the topic His study of su schools 

of students gamble at least once a week and 
that about VS percent could be considered 
pathologic ai gamblers 

( ollcgr students Unlay are growing up in 

an eta in which gambling is acceptable," he 
cays It s about as impossible to control as 

marijuana consumption or underage drinking 
with student run gambling operations on 

so many campuses, insulating student ath 
letes from gambling serins impossible, I his 
leases the N(.AA and school administrators 
with a formidable task drafting and enforc- 
ing strict guidelines to preserve the integrity 
of the games 

l he N( AA views student athlete involve 
ment in gambling situations a% a serious issue," 
says < arne Hoyle, N( J\A director of eligibility 

Hut you must wonder /vu seriously N( A A 
oftuuls view it and how die agency plans to 

! control it 

Playing with the big boys 
I hr Nl \A uv» the seventy of 

Mdanovich s original su*|>emi<.»n was justified 
because he had bet with oh < ampus b«>okmak 
ers !hc suspension was reduced. 1 >oyic uv\, 

because the N( A A ils-.v «>. rirti Kc wasn't part 
d an organized gambling operation 

1 he N(_AA musts on making a distinction 
between on and oh campus betting opera 
turns 1 be reasoning is that the non students, 
as “professional Isookmakcrs, [y>se more of a 

threat than students, who are considered ama 

tcurs Student gamblers say stub thinking 
ignores the scope of the problem 

“It s on campus, and students know what 
they re doing.“ save Donald.* a senior and 
s|H»rts bettor at )amo Madison l And until 
jscople rcah/c that and deal with it. it s not 

gonna go away 

I hr lporfs gambler» inten tru ed for this 

ilory jarred to talk only on the condition that their 
identities hr protn ted 

Rohm Manker. AimUnt tdji&r pen.i, ktf lonely Saturday 
n if nii at the t'A* k the pan in rmd A stiff drink hu only 
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Student- 
athletes 
and 

gambling 
don’t 
mix 

"Was the 
dropper! puss 
or the missed 

layup a mis- 
take, or was 

something 
going on?" 

Dirk I’m it, N( AA 
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