
me Computer 
Casualties 

Outta Site I 

You've witched the Otcen end the Gram 
mys, but hrrt you Men the Webby*? The ftrit 
m™h ‘Webby* award* for Cool Site* of me 
Veer were announced m August. And the 
Mtawb.., 

• The Spot — httpy/www thespot com — 

ThM Web hp off of MTV'* Reel World is cyber 
Huff Sag me H you've heard Me: ftve house- 
mate* share their "reel* experience of Being 
together in e CaHtomt* beach house Novel 

concept, eh? But IMs group ot the buff and 
beautiful connects wtth (he outside world in 
(Jianet on the ah*. 

Runner-up: David Stager* Horn* Rag* — 

http //www ditegel com 

Other nothin*** 
• Crash Sn* — 

hrep a'www dtrectrwt .csnvcraeh/indsxtbgh Mml 
• Rocktropobs — 

httpj/undtrgnawnd.net Rocktropotts 
• I*? Showbu —- 

httpj/w«b3.*tarw*ve com/*howbw 

II 
|S SOI HI NOON. \N'I) AIRKAIH STIDKNIS Akl HOI II) UP IN 

campus computer labs, slouching beneath Huorcsccnt lights as they 
cluk through tlu World Wide Web, post e mail messages and 

pound out term papers. 

Burn Your 
Blue Books 

COIIK.I 
BOOKSTORhS MAY SOON HAVt IX) Cl'I IMHR LOssUs 

on blue book inventories, Ihv a use computerised test taking 
is quickly becoming .1 virtual reality. 

I hat * right 
within the neat tew 

(tan you may be uk 

mg graphically inter 

iji cd. computer ired 
finale, and they won t 

l>r limited to tribunal 
fields You could be 
taking your Shake 
speare final or your 

Spanish midterm with 
a keyisoard itutead of 
a No pencil 

Drakr I'rometrn. a 

Minnesota based com- 

pany. has already 
implemented electron 
k tests for [>tloti at avr 

Who no«d» No. B poncllm when you 'vo 
got o kayboard? 

a*ion ulunm around the country and U 
working on it'h for nonrcchnii al college 

\X ith electronic tccting, professors will lie 
able to develop in depth question*, using 
advanced graphic*, to make core students 
rttliy know their cruft Question* can he 
designed using multiple choice, short answer 
or cssass 1 hr tests also boast an instant 

computerized answering svsicm that com 

purrs your score immedialclv that nscans 
ms more angst ridden waiting period before 
vtsur grade chow* up 

loriarhan Marat, a senior aviation tech 
nology ma|or at Central Missouri Slate C 
has already rakrn cumi on computer ‘It’s 

a simple interlace, easy to use. and vou 
uon t nave to wait around for result*. he 
savs Hui M*rut siili uses an older, analog 
interface known as "pen and paper' lor 

making notes and calculations 
Still, some students arc skeptical ‘I 

think it creates another harrier between the 
student and the test, savs Scott Kales, a 

senior at Syracuse l Students would have 
to worry about not onlv the test, hates 
explains, but also the computer itself 

NX hat we want to know- is: How long 
before they invent a virtual studs program-' 

M** D Agostino. Syracuse U Vttoto by Jason 
Miihitem U of Amons 

Hut while then minds ate expanding. ihcir 
bodies sou Id lx- detertotatmg 

< umputri tclaied injunct have tripled 
since I'tH-l aiiordmg to ihr Bureau ot 1 a!*u 
Known as ergonomics disorders. thc-vc techno 
injuries tan become suppling 

( at pal tunnel syndrome jihI tendinitis can 
leave you with pain and numbness in your 
shoulders, arms, hands and lingers Ouch! 
And if you ignore the symptoms, you mas 
have to i:>1 under the knde to lelieve the pain 

Ansi that s not all I he computer sou 

thought was your new ixst tnend etuild end 
up being a leal pain in ihc neck And the 
back 

Karen Allen the l of \ ugtma s ergonom 
tes lask force shan siicsses prevention Being 
aimed with ihe propel csjuipincni a mouse 

pas! wuh a wild res!, an adjustable chan, an 

ami glare screen can help But you need to 

use common sense, too If you re finishing that 
last minute term paper. stretch vout muscles 
ansi sltag sout es cs aw av from tlx Ss teen 

1 here s a penally to pay tl you don't,' 
savs ( htis (.oodtuin, a |umot ai C.corgia 
lech, who as malls took a human interface 
course "If you're on the computet lot eight ot 

nine hours at a time, you san gel towel bask 
pain ot wiesi pain 

Rtmemfset when vout grade ischcHil icachet 
ssolded sou fot slouching You should base 
listened Siumg up straight, taking ihc kev 
board of! yout lap and keeping the monitor an 

arm s distance awav san prevent piobletns 
1 sen wuh awareness, students may not 

make ihc necessary equipment and postutc 
changes until u s too hue, 

1 jrtv litasscr, a junior ai Nonhwrslcrn U 
'i" that although he occasionally has 
headaches. he dixsn t think about the ptob 
Inns his frccjueni Internet use could saute 

“I figure if evert lime ! turn off ihc sum 

putcr 1 have a sore wrisi or throbbing 
hcaslashc. then 1 II do somcihmg about it." 

Courtney Corns, /Von State uyHIustrjnon try Rob 
Ulty Amencjn Knunotxm Institute. CaM 

TIm Raobot Btua Rtd*a SIMM It available 

at tlM folio*!** location* 
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