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Tony Grazlani has
developed into one of
the football teams
vocal and emotional
leaders since taking
over the quarterback
position this year,
and has shown
composure under
pressure doing it.
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Saturday's game is junior Tony Graziani’s chance to show that he can

overcome adversity and provide his team with the leadership it needs

By Trevor Kearney

Some quarterbacks provide the leader

hip that iry 1o lead a team back
from n while some simply
have the raw power to pul ip the big
numbers required o win games

some quarterbacks the really

rerbacks s both ol these

posse

and utilize them to tl 1lest

In the past year, Oregon’s Tony Graziani
has proved o be that kind of l;:.,.-.lfl':f!.ll k
He has proved that he can play in pres

13

sure situations and bounce back from

tough outings. He has }I.'u\.‘--i that he can

OVETCOme Lnjury

jury and be there for his team
And he isn't about to stop now
He is a serious football kid and | think
that is what | like about him the most

[}

tll’"'_.',ll{: oiffensive coordinator Al Borges

erl! of (Iil'r\' b

n 1 ]
wouldn't say that h sed 1n th
gama, but he is ven 1o it. a
think his dedication is very contagiou:
the other players

labibed the Pacific-10 Conference’s best

» quarterback in 1994, Graziani

¢ sidelines for the first

tour games of the season as former Oreg

quarterback” Danny O'Ne showed no
il Ol Graziani the chance to
prove ne lHveun to h preseason

fitle

But an injury to O'Neil shoved Graziani
into the unfamiliar starting role, giving
him the chance to prove to Oregon coach
8 and fans that he deserved to be the
Ducks’ starting play caller in 1995

And he did

A 16-for-31 ]I!'Iflllln.}:ll @ good for
287 vards and one touchdown against

USC last year showed that Graziani lived
up to his title and that he was capable of
taking over the helm after the 1994 cam
paign

Graziani 18 coming ofl his worst perior

mance a three-inter l"ll'.r-l‘.; in-:!.,:
ance ol the year against Stanford. The

outing was the only game in which

Graziant has both started and finished that

the Ducks did not win. But, Graziani said
his :!'.:'u'.':-l', s weren't a result of anv ner
vousness of starting for the first time at
Autzen

| had o little bit of the jitt

rs on the first

drive and that was my drive bt

afler that 1 was fine Graziani said. Dur
in

g that first drive, Graziani connected

five consecutive passes for 59 vards, but

then threw the three sreeptions and
tound himsell on the

of the first half

lines at the end

Like he has done during his whole Ore
gon career, Graziani showed poise when
the Ducks needed it, completing 20 of 36

passes without turning the ball over in the
second half

Graziani doesn’t expect any different in
Saturday’s game against Pacific

b s
“I'm just going to go out and play my
just going to g
game,” Graziani said of his plans against
Pacific. “I have never had too many prob-
: . J

lems belisving |

wenlf 1 coma bhas
nysall | came bac L il

i
the second half and 1 think 1 played pretty
waell.”

According to Borges, Graziani provides
the Ducks with needed leadership and is
without a doubt the starting quarterback
of the present and of the future

“1 don't think he has |!!-|‘.t'li up to his
own expectations [against Stanford),’

Borges said. "1 know he can play better
id 1 think he would be the first one to
| you that, but he has a done a nice job

1
18 us and a nice job of handling

12 to be some growing
go with lhaving a new quarter
mes a Kid has been start

INg Two vears and 1as a bad wame I think

1
if you jump off of the bandwagon, that is
)

wl you start really plaving with the

Cl nistry of vour foothall team
Going to Saturday's game against
Pacific, the so :'-i'u;m'.\ has led his t 10

a 3-1 record, showing smatterings of bril-

lance and poise Iin the process More
.|s.F|r|-a‘.,\|-}\ however, is the fact that
Graziani has quietly put up the statistics

needed to become fourth in the nation in

total offense and he didn’t even play a
down in the Ducks’ second game of the
it Hlinois. That kind of play

has earned his

HSEASO0N aganr

N respect as one of the Pacit
1c-10 Coonference’s best at his position

But predictions, titles and praise aside
Grraziani has gotten down to business this
vear, both as an emotional leader and as
in effective play caller
You can't pay too mu h attention to
les or vou lose locus,” Graziani said
It's alwavs nice to hear but vou cant
dwell on it. If anything, they give vou
vard.”

He also attributes his success and per
severance to the undying support that his

}

ecammaotes and coaches have given him

more incentive

I'hmey have 1|.’1-‘|'“ much carried me on
heir backs and 1 think that has shown,”

Graziani said I'hat makes! vou feel

ou don’t play tight or

freedom so ]
uptight

And Graziani has utilized that incen
tive, completing 73 passes in 134
ittempts, good for 869 yards, a .545 per
centage and a 289 3-yvard average. His 79
rushing vards gives him 948 total net
yards in 152 total I!].l\ﬁ this season and
6.2 average yards per play, He also has 7
touchdowns and is averaging 316 total
\-::l{w ;n'r game

In his career at Oregon, Graziani has
thrown for over 1,400 vards and has a .541
averall passing percentage
tly feel like | am the man that
lead this team to good things

Graziani said

And he has. In the Ducks’ third game of
the season, Graziani, who had sat out the
Saturday before with a shoulder injury
led his team to an upset of UCLA at the
Rose Bow! in Pasadena, Calif. Graziani hit
19 of 35 passes for 255 yards in the game
ind did not toss up an inter ephion once
during the game

‘He lli\l\‘- a very high ;‘l“Tli" position

]
that we are very dependent upon to win
foothall Rames Horges said If he is
healthy and he is confident, | think he can

play as good as any player in this confer
ence and he may be one of the best in the
country

| think, particularly on the offensive
perspective, when he is feeling good about

himself and he feels that everv t

\I!ull-\ back he Is going to « omplete the
pass, il makes our running game go, it
does so much for our field position
which helps our kicking game. So | think
it is reflective of our overall performance.’
And as far as the team suffering its first
loss, Giaziani and H-u'p.;r\ tboth agiee thal
the defeat served as a wake-up call to the
['inl\"r.‘t Jnd a reminder 1o T}I!‘ leam as o
whole of what the season could be like if
the i:ll.l\!'l'\ don’t get down to business
| see this as a good situation for the
team to get back into our winning wavs
Graziani said. “We have had a really good
practice week. | think we want to come
out strong and hungry. | think I could go

out there and pl

v an error-free Rame
| think we are ready,” Borges said
-

hecause

ime we played we
d a half

t was a week a

kids are hungry to play

» are practicing harder and

ady to go




