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UO alumna succeeding in music 
By Kim Weiss 
At&vssnt f ft 

Patty 
Larkin hus turned around the bloc k n 

few times in tier life Lach spin has taken 
her into a new adventure, each one grndunl- 
ly leading her toward (he world of music 

these turns have been steps toward develop- 
ment of Larkin'* life ns a musician How did she 
Im-< om« initially exposed to music' 

We Irny family 1 were really encouraged to 

play music to make us better people, she scud 
Larkin s first instrument was the piano, which 

she studied for around four years But then she 
w anted "something to do. something to foc us cm 
alone.” she picked up the guitar and forgot the 
piano. 

Larkin continued to play and study guitar in 
her years of schooling, including her secondary 
education during the 1970* She started school in 
Indiana hut changed to the University of Oregon 

I w anted to experiem «• something different 
it sounded realty groan and beautiful.” she said 

She took lasses at the University s Sc hool of 
Music. including music theory', music, apprecia- 
tion and a course in pig hand, and was involved 
in outdoor programs and folklore c ourses 

While Lirkin was a student ut the University 
she performed at coffeehouses, the I’MII f ish- 
bowl and various lex a I events She also partici- 
pated m a couple pig bands, ns a result of her 
taking the pig band course 

"I played whenever 1 could," she said 
After acquiring her degree from the University, 

I-ark in headed to the Berk lee (College of Music in 
Massac huseits At Herklee she studied privately 
jazz xtular. 

Hi'fore she received a record contrai I in 1985 
I^irkiti hod Ihhhi performing Mtnousiy for around 
five years and listening to other musicians 

She has funTi influenced musically by orlisls in 

several genres, such as Inssu at and jazz music 
She listens to smgersongwriter Richard Thomp- 
son. Lucinda Williams and draws inspiration 
from Tori Amos. Nam i Griffith and, early on. 

loin Mitc hell. She also listens to Alanis Moris 
sotte. 

"She IMorisseltel is another angry woman, 

angst-ridden." Larkin said "The lyrics are way 
front. I understand them." 

Her musical influences inc lude artists of differ- 
ent genres, hut how does she define her own 

style? According to a press release, tjirkin claims 
her style to Ik* "folk music meets the I real genera- 
tion meets roc k 'n‘ roll Would she still agree 
with that statement? 

"Yes. |My stylel draws from all three aspects — 

(.ielttc, jazz, blues There is an acoustic back- 
ground but also pop — what comes off the 
radio. I-arkm said "And lyrically, then* is 'beat' 
Igenernlionl or stream of consciousness 

How did her talent for lyric writing develop? 
“It’s a personal subjective process Reading (lit- 

erature! helps and listening to others — what is 
working and what isn't." Larkin explained 

According to her press release, l-irkm manages 

covnifSY photo 

Patty Larkin will be In Corvallis next Thursday. 

to make her latest album. Strangers World, hang 
together "with a musical and lyrical similarity.'' 

"John Leventhal Iprodiu er| has a good sense of 
textures, atmosphere and a good feeling for 
space.” Larkin said. 

But I.eventhal’s expertise was not the only 
thing that led to Larkin's latest creation. Another 
thing Larkin said she does to develop lyrics is 
"feeling alienated, whether from yourself, others 
or life, and trying to find resolution for yourself." 

We know how she finds or writes her lyrics 
and where she gains her musical influences. So 
which comes first ... the music or the lyrics? 

"The music comes first most of the time — 

starts with a guitar part or guitar riff,” Larkin 
said. "Some stuff — music and lvrics — comes 

out at the same time; it feels really integrated and 
'could Lie the songs you like the most."' 

Now. with Strangers World, l.arkin has hit the 
ten-year mark in the music business Her first 
album, Step Into the Ham. was released in 1085 
on Philo Ret ords. 

Around four years ago, Larkin was part of the 
foursome women's group. Four Bitchin' Babes 
She also did group tours with On a Winter's 
Sight and Winter's Solstice. But recently, she has 
concentrated mainly on solo work rather than 
group tours She has been busy promoting 
Strangers World, in the recent months on tour 

She will be touring soon, with a full hand — 

including Suzanne Vega and Jennifer Kimball — 

through Oregon She will be in Corvallis at the 
Majestic Theater next Thursday at H p.m. Tickets 
will let $>» member, 510 general and 512 door 
She will be in Portland at the Aladdin Theater on 

(X t 1-1 at 8 p.m Tickets will be $14 And her last 
stop in Oregon will lie in Ashland at the Buffalo 
Mush Theater on Oct. 14 at 8:30 p.m. Tickets 
will 512 
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