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Lee seeks election to city council 
■ CANDIDATE: The former 
ASUO president hopes to 
win the Ward three seat, 
which includes the UO 

By Abe Estimada 
Canvr*mtf fkatyrtw 

Perhaps it was just a matter of 
time before Bobby Lee would 
end up running for City Coum.il. 

"Mi mom used to say I was 

horn with a briefcase," Mid lac. 
former AStX) president 
and « graduate student in plan 
rung, public policy and manage 
ment “My dad is a university 
president in Korea and I used to 
attend meetings when I was a 

little kid. 1 used to make input 
and they would laugh at rne I 
still remember that 

If Lee, 2fi. ends up winning 
the City Council seat c urrently 
held by Kevin Horn buckle, he 
will have plenty of opportuni- 
ties to give his input for real 
Never mind university meet- 

ings. Lee will have his snv in 
dec isions affo< ting a Eugene 
population of 117,000 

law made his dec ision in June 
to run for the Ward threw seal at 
the urging of friends within city 
government and University fat 
ully and friends The Universi- 
ty and downtown areas 

comprise Ward three 

"I wouldn't nm fortjty Coun- 
ii if I didn't feel that I mild do 

the job." I we said 

Hornbuc kle announced Sept 
20 that ho would mil seek re 

election for tho Ward three scat 
next spring No other candidates 
have filoti for Hombllt.kle's seal, 

although tho primary ele< lions 
art* not until May 12 A mayor 
and five City Council members 
will be sworn in January, 1997. 

lm is the youngest legitimate 
candidate to run fora City Coun- 
cil seal in recent memory, said 
Phil Weiler, spokesman for the 
ni\ of Kugene 

Bui lx»« said that his age 
should not be a concern 

"It’s unusual and it's different 
when a student at my age gets 
elected to City Council," he said 

Hut I believe we can do it I 
believe it's an unusual path, but 
1 believe it is a path that is real 
istii I believe 1 can bo an asset 
to the University, the students 
and the city 

Indeed, lam s resume seems to 
indicate that he has the back- 
ground to tackle city politics. 

Lee is cur- 

rently a 

board mem- 

ber for fhfl 
Eugeni) Fam- 
ily YMCA 

As ASUO 
p re s i d e n (. 
Lee's admin- 
istration was 

LEE for drawing 
record nurn* 

hers of students to register to 
vote during an election year 

"He worked very hard." said 
Karmen Fore, campaign manag- 
er for the Committee to Fleet 
Peter DeFazio and Fee's ASUO 
vice-president “We wore very 
fortunate to have a great staff He 
would stand out in the rain and 
s« ream for simfents to v ole lie 
would veil himself hoarse lie fore 
students knew was going on. It 
was great We had a good time 

Fore said she remembers Lee 
as being "fast on his feet and cre- 

ative." 

"As an executive, you have to 
have a vision," she said "He 
had a vision and hired a great 
staff to fulfill that vision. He was 

very good at prov iding dins lion 
for his staff 

Fee also founded the UO 
Alumni Mentor Program, the 
UO Multicultural Center and 
KWVA radio station. 

After ser ving ns ASUO presi 
deni, 1j>»' was appointed by then 
Governor Barbara Roberts to 
serve on the Oregon Slate Board 
of Higher Education, the highest 
governing body of the state's 
eight colleges and universities 

"I have nothing but good 
things to say about Bobby Lee," 
said Robert Nosse, former exec 

utive director of the Oregon Stu- 
dent Lobby. "He run one of the 
most effective student bodies in 
the state, if not in the nation. I 
only had four years to make 
observations of people, but 
Bobby seemed to always know 
what he was talking about. A lot 
of non-student members of the 
Oregon State Board of Higher 
Education have a lot of respect 
for him." 

Governor Roberts also asked 
I -ee to join the Higher Education 
-010 Advisory Panel, which is 
responsible for helping develop 
educational policy into the next 

century for Oregon’s higher 
institutions of learning. 

The graduate student's politi- 

cal activism includes volunteer 
work with the Committee to 
Elect (lov. John Kitzhaber and 
the Committee to Ele< t Con- 
gressman Peter DeFaxio 

Lee said his work with higtier 
education places him in the 
unique position to develop 
bridges between the University's 
talent pool and n Eugene econo- 

my shifting to more information- 
based jobs. 

"Our creativity and intelli- 
gence will Ik- in higher demand 
than our hands," he said. 
"Putting screws together, build- 
ing cars all that will l»> done 
by computers It's important to 

bring manufacturing jobs, but 
it s even more important to 

bring in research and develop- 
ment jobs into Eugene 

"They pay more, they're less 
harmful to the environment and 
they base their whole enterprise 
on people's innovation rather 
than raw materials,'' tie said. 

Lee (ted shoe giant Nike 
Corp. of Beaverton as an exam- 

ple of the type of company he 
would work to attract to Eugene 
if he were elected to the City 
Council. 

"They don’t make shoes, they 
design shoes, lie said. “They 
use human minds. They think of 
different ways to do business. 
I tin-,i- .in- tin- npas of ompa- 
nies we want to attract.” 

I 60 often the current City 
Council has failed to grasp tin* 
economic and demographic 
changes in Eugene, and the 
council's policy decisions 
reflect this lack of understand- 
ing, \joe said. 

"Right now, city government 
has to change the way it oper- 
ates," he said. "Right now, we're 
running city government like it 's 
a small town rather than a city. 
We re running it like it's a city of 
50.000 when it's a city of a 

100,000." 
In place of a c lear vision for 

the city's.future. Lee said, the 
council has descended into 
"tribal politics.” 

"People view City Council 
right now as l>eing stuck in deal- 
ing w ith nitty-gritty power poli- 
tics rather than finding common 

ground through common sense.” 
Lee said. "Right now. the public 
believes the council doesn't 
make sense. That's one of the 
aspects I’m coming in with. 
We're going to bring hack com- 

mon sense to the forefront 

From there to here, and here to there, 
funny things are everywhere. 

— Dr. Seuss 
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