
Diabetes supporters walk for cure 
■ FUND RAISER: 
Waiktobertest designed to 

generate funds and 

community awareness 

By Jennifer Haliski 
ftmpi&nctp fkppprti* 

More than 250 people flo< krd 
to Alton Baker Park early Satur 
day. Sept. 'JO. to participate in 
Wniktoberfosl, an event spon- 
sored by the American Diabetes 
Association The annual fund- 
raiser takes place in approxi- 
mately 200 dies across the 
United States, including seven 
cities in {Jregon. 

The American Diabetes Asso- 
ciation is the leading voluntary 
health organization that sup- 
ports diabetes research and edu- 
cation In 1894 the event raised 
more than $f> million nation- 
wide for diabetes research 
Eugene held the highest average 
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pledge per walker in the state 
This year the national goal was 
S' million, or slightly more than 
$ KM) for each participant 

After « light warm-up and a 
team spirit competition, five 
diabetic children broke the rib- 
Inins <h ross the starting line. Co* 
workers, families and friends 
walked together, often dressing 
alike and wearing company 
signs 'People really get into 
this, said Cindy Benton, a anm 
director for the assoc mtion 

For many families living with 
a diabetic Wnlktoberfest is more 
than pist a race for the cure 

it is a way to find community 
support Jo Ann Axling. who 
walked with the Hi Start group, 
is one example Tm walking 
because my daughter is diabetic 
Through this event we have met 

a lot of people who are in simi 
lar situations and farmed sup- 
port groups," she said 

The 1 f>K route led walkers 

under the Kerry Street Bridge, 
past Valley River Center, over 
Ovvosso Bridge, along the 
Willamette River and bock to 
Alton Baker Park Music from 
Sheldon High School \ band 
greeted walkers as they finished 
the course. 

Barham McVii ker owner of 
Baker s Pharmac ies, w as one of 
more than i'tM) volunteer* for the 
event. Like many other loc al and 
national business people, she 
donated both her time and prod- 
ucts to the event. “I dec idea that 
1 should do more in the oinmu- 

nity," said Mi Vu ker “There 
needs to be more knowledge 
about diabetes." 

"We want to find .1 cure so 
that American Diabetes Assocaa- 
tion can disappear." said Denise 
P re welt volunteer chairwoman 
for the association We re one 

organization that hofa-s to go out 
of business." 
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