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Direct Lending Bill sits 
on the chopping block 
■ OUR OPINION: 
Congressional budget 
would cut financial aid 

substantially for students 

Soon aftiir President Clin- 
ton moved into the Oval 
Office, he signed into law 
something that has since 
greatly diminished the pain 
associated with the entire 
financial aid gauntlet for 
college students across the 
country. The University 
became one of the test col- 
leges for this new piece of 
legislation, called the Direct 
Lending Bill, whit h allowed 
financially strapped stu- 
dents to get money direc tly 
from the federal govern- 
ment In the old days, stu- 

dents had to apply for finan- 
cial aid, wait for act eptance 
from the financial institu- 
tion (in this case, the federal 
government), and then take 
their permission slip to any 
hank that would give them 
the loan. 

Currently in a joint House 
and Senate conference com- 

mittee meeting is a fiendish 
series of Republican-pro- 
posed financial aid cuts that 
should Ire scary enough to 

frighten any college student 
right out of apathy. The Sen- 
ate has already passed a bill 
that cuts $2.5 billion from 
the Perkins Loan Program 
and the Oregon Need Grant. 
The bill would also cut $:tH5 
million in education and 
training programs in Ore- 
gon, could increase the indi- 
vidual student debt burden 
to more than $2,000 for 
almost (0,000 undergradu- 
ate students in the state and 
would deny Pell Grants to 

nearly 4.000 Oregon stu- 
dents next year, Other finan- 
cial programs on the ( hop- 
ping block include the 
Stafford Loan Interest Sub 
sidy and National Service 
programs. 

Direc t benefits to students 
are not the only programs 
slated for cuts. Monies alio 
cated for institutional sup- 
port and research would 
also Ik? eliminated. As it was 

summarized in a recent 
memorandum to student 
Ixxly presidents at Oregon 
independent colleges and 
universities. "The overall 
effect on post-secondary 
education will be dm reasod 
quality offered at higher 
cost." Basically, ediu ation 
gets mugged 

While creating simulated 
crime s?enes complete with 
chalk outlines of student 
"vie tints" might be taking 
the analogy text far. tin? leg 
islation does represent a 

potentially huge reduction 
in financial aid. We are not 

powerless, however. 

We have until Oct. 1, the 
deadline for Clinton to 
either sign or veto the pro- 
posed budget, to get on the 
phones and c all our elected 
representatives and senators 
to let them know how we 

feel about this legislative 
package. 

Kevin Kaston, ASIJQ fed- 
eral affairs director, has 
arranged a statewide event 
called "Students are Celling 
Slashed" to educate stu- 

dents about these proposals. 
Ac tivities include an 1J 
a m. news conference today 
in the EMU Courtyard and 
access to cellular phones so 

students can call their repre- 
sentatives in Washington. 
D.C. The calls are free. 

All it will cost is a little 
bit of your time, but the 
clock is ticking right now 

By this time next year, 
instead of being late for 
class, some students might 
find themselves wishing 
they could just afford to go 
to school. 
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OPINION 

Amazon families bond durina the battle 

My 
Ixest sums is that 

the fight over Ami 
ion Family Hous- 
ing has not yet 

ended Many of you are 

already familiar with the argu- 
ment over the World War II 
era complex, but for those who 
haven't Heard, the fight is 

between the University, which 
wants to tuar down “unsafe 
housing." and the Save Ama- 
zon Coalition, which wants to 

preserve and refurbish "badly 
needed low income housing 

As a resident of Amazon for 
the past year. I've been caught 
in the middle of this tug-of- 
war While I've heart! the argu- 
ments on both sides of this 
deflate, what I have not heard 
is any discussion of the people 
living in Amazon. 

Yes, people an* living in 
Amazon. The University and 
the Save Amazon Coalition 
seem to have forgotten nliout 
them. 

I sav the Save Amazon 
Coalition forgot about Amazon 
residents because I was never 

informed about what it was 

doing 1 saw little or no 

attempt from the coalition to 
communicate with those of us 

who were not involved in the 
effort to save the complex. If 
any attempts were made. I 
apologize for not knowing 
about them. 

The University's Family 
Housing Office, on the other 
hand, did attempt to commu- 

nicate with the tenants Unfor- 
tunately. notices and newslet- 
ters sent to us wen* often 
vague and/or missing impor- 
tant information. 

During the months after my 
partner and I applied for fami- 
ly housing, we called the 
housing offi< e several times to 
find out w hat our chances 
were of getting an apartment 
If we needed to look for other 
accommodations, we wanted 
to know about it as soon as 

possible No one could telLus 

anything. Finally, we got a let- 
ter offering us an apartment at 
Amazon. 

The day we got our key we 

iearned of the impending 
demolition VVe were sur- 

prised, to say the least How 
could the University, in all 
good conscience, not warn us 

that we were moving into a 

building it planned to tear 
down? 

Thus, the tone for Universi- 
ty communication was set 

We received another letter 
from Family Housing on May 
16 informing us that everyone 
in Amazon had to be out ny 
the end of March 1990 We 
could not be promised other 
family housing if we had not 
"made arrangements with Uni- 
versity Housing" by Aug. 311 
wasn't sure if 1 had to agree to 
move, accept another housing 
offer or actually be moved by 
that date. It also said Amazon 
families with children would 
be given priority for hast Cam- 
pus houses, which the Univer- 
sity rents to student families 
Fast Campus houses are nor- 

mally distributed through a 

lottery process because of the 
high demand for them Family 
Housing promised to suspend 
the lottery to get Amazon fam- 
ilies placed. One problem: The 
lottery for Fast Campus houses 
had taken place the day before 
the letter was written. 

1 i.alled the housing office to 
find out whether we wore 

tanng offered houses that had 
already been offered to other 
students. After three phone 
calls, someone at the East 
Campus and Amazon offne 
told me that after the unoccu- 

pied portion of Amazon had 
been rebuilt, people still living 
in Amazon would !>e able to 
move into the new apartments. 
Then, the rest of the demoli- 
tion would take place. Yet. the 
letter I held in my hand stated 
that all Amazon apartments 
would tie vacated by April 
1996. and the new aoartments 

would not Ikt ready until fall 
term 1996. If the people who 
sent the letter didn't know 
what was going on, how was I 
supposed to figure it out? 

The people in Amazon 
made coping with the bureau- 
cracy bearable. I've been rent- 

ing apartments for 10 years 
and have never experienced 
the strong sense of community 
I experienced at Amazon. 

The day we moved in, three 
of our neighbors came over to 
introduce themselves Our 
children became best friends. 
We all understood the plea- 
sures and pains of being stu- 
dents. We shared front yards 
and back yards, the poor con- 

ditions of our apartments and 
the frustrations of the Univer- 
sity's plan to tear down our 

homes 

We watched each other's 
kids when someone had a 

child are problem Wo shared 
speculations and rumors about 
how demolition plans were 

going and what the Save Ama- 
zon Coalition was doing We 
wondered together whether 
we would be able to get into 
East Campus houses At limes, 
we were each other's best and 
only source of information. 

By living at Amazon, I've 
come to understand what my 
grandmother means when she 
talks about the way neighbors 
used to rely on each other I've 
also come to understand what 
it's like to have a bureaucracy 
in charge of my living arrange- 
ments. l-ast week we moved 
out of Amazon and into a 

house at East Campus. At last 
we have a real backyard, and 
we don't trip over each other 
like we used to at our tiny 
apartment. Now I just hop*; I 
can get to know my neighbors 
without looking over my 
shoulder for bulldozers. 

lean \1 Bond, a junior major- 
ing in journalism, is a colum- 
niKt fnr 


