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@ PAINTBALL:
The survival
sport has
grown in
popularity
over the past
Iwo years in
the Eugene
area

By Chris Stewart
Spoers Floponter

You crouch down and slide along the
will as you advance through enemy terri-
tory. As you come around the corner you
spot an opponent who has his back to you.
He's about 50 feet away and you have a
fairly clear shot

A shot rings out on the other side of the
arena. You're surprised that you can hear it
over the sound of Alice in Chains, which is
blasting from all directions

The opponent still hasn’t seen you and
you know that now is your best chance. A
drop of sweat trickles down the side of
your face and under your mask as you raise
vour gun and take aim. You smile and take
vour time, making sure that you will get a
direct hit

All of o sudden., from behind, you hear

a voice over the music: *Surrender or die.”
You realize that someone has done to vou
what you had wanted to do to the person
that is in your sights.

At first you think about taking the shot
that you've worked so hard 1o set up, but
vou know that if you do, the person behind
will do the same, and the thought of getting
hit by a paint pellet traveling at 220 feet
per second from five feet away doesn’t
.-iulmlf too u[iln-aftllg So You pll! your gun
above your head and jog out of the arena,
into the lobby to wait with the others for
the next game to start.

That's just another typical day and sce
nario for the avid paintball player, and
there is a new one born seemingly every
minute. Paintball's popularity is r ipidly
growing throughout the state, and consid

Turn to PAINTBALL, Page 2€

‘Gotcha’ movie comes alive in painthall arenas around Eugene

(RATSOMN CLMNMNPIGHAMT mergi)
Combat-ready paintballers plan their attack on the “enemy's”
stronghold at a local paintball arena.




