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state and local transportation
coffers and allots the same
amount to the expiansion of
Portland’s light rail system
I'he expansion of light rail
into the slightly sprawling
suburbia surrounding the
state's largest city is both
savvy and forward-thinking
While Eugeneans spend
countless hours debating
whether growth is good and
what can be done to
deter/encourage it, Portland

recognizing that they cannot
control who and how many
people enter (or leave) the
city, Portlanders have
directed their attention to
making sure that their home
remains clean, safe and as
free of two-hour traffic jams
and factory closings as pos
sible. While this rational
response may not sell at a
Eugene City Council meet-
ing, it just goes to show
what we can learn from an
older sibling
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tances to celebrate their
father's life. One vear ago they
had made the same journey 1o
scatter their mother's ashes
and to see what remained of a
childhood home destroved by
fire. Yesterday, they arrived for
a party, a coming home and a
coming togethe:

Through the years each of
these children had run away
from home in search of some-
thing. They had fled their
father's life for reasons they
could no longer recall. Free
dom, maybe. Too many rules
Or maybe they felt they could
no longer hear their voices
They had each journeved
around the world, in and out
of the military, in and out of
poverty, in and out of favor
with the man they left behind
Little by little, fences were

a stately, sto-
ic, ex-military

man, joked and teased
reminding them of who they
were and are. He had begun to
date again, a lovely woman
who had been a friend of the
family for nearly two decades,
and whose husband had been
killed o few years before

As the mist of an Oregon
summer began to drizzle down
on the redwood table, the
laughter stopped. One by one
they turned toward their father
and said, for the first time,
what was in their hearts

“It's so wonderful to see you
happy, Father.'

“You deserve to be h.l])p\,
Daddy.”

“1 support you in whatever
decision you make, Dad.”

their soft smiles toward him

"1 will be,” he said, “forever
grateful to vou kids and the
love you have shown me. |
may not have always agreed
with the way vou've lived vour
lives, but | have never stopped
loving vou

As their tears mixed with
the rain on their cheeks, a fam
ily moved together, toward
their father, toward their cen
teer

Somehow, out of the ashes
of evervthing they had lost,
they had come to this place
and had found. at once, the
origin and object of their
search. They had, at last,
found each other. They had
come home.

Sean Smith is an associate edi
tor for the Emerald

Pro-pooling
Oregon needs expanded mass
transit, especially along the
Interstate-5 corridor connecting
Eugene, Corvallis, Albany,
Salem and Portland. Mass tran-
sit saves individual costs in

reduces traffic congestion and
helps the Earth’s environment
(air quality) breathe, while giv-
ing commuters ease
Northbound shuttle buses are
beginning but there are current-
ly no van pools, buses or trains
| can locate heading south

from Portland to Salem. For
example, one can take a van
pool from Salem to Portland
State University but not to the
University of Oregon. Mass
transit linking cities along I-5
could really make a difference

for businesses in those cities.
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