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Congressman’s defense: Sex talk was just fantasy, never real

B TRIAL: Beynolds phone-sex
conversations with a 16-year-old

were never acted out, lawyers say

CHICAGO (AP) With the kind of sex
talk heard more often in barrooms than in
courtrooms, lawvers debated on Monday
whether ULS. Rep. Mel Reynolds had sex
with a teen-age campaign worker or mere
ly fantasized about it

Prosecutors and defense lawyeors
offered starkly contrasting portraits of
the 43-year-old congressman in opening
statements at his trial on sex-abuse
{ I'i-lr){l“‘\

One side painted a picture of a sexual
predator whose target was a 16-year-old
girl from a broken home. The other
spoke of a man whose weakness for
phone sex was trumped up into felony
{ h.lr}:v\

“"What Mel Reynolds did in this case
is he had phone sex,” defense attorney

Woman may join Citadel, judge rules

W DECISION: Only the
Supreme Court can keep
Faulkner out of the all
male military school now {

about

program atl Converse College, a
private s« hool in .‘wpnrl:lllimr\‘_

Citadel in Charleston

S. District Judge . Weston

Sam Adam declared. He urged jurors to
‘examine your own hearts and say to
vourself, ‘Have | ever talked this way to
in adult friend of mine?

Reynolds, a Democrat in his second
term, is charged with criminal sexual
assault, aggravated criminal sexual
abuse, child ]ulfll-n{.’.l;rll\ and obstrug
tion of justice for allegedly trying to
derail investigation of the case

Prosecutor Andrea Zopp said Reynolds
pursued campaign worker Beverly Heard
then 16, while he was running for Con
gress in the summer of 1992

“She was exactly what Mel Reynolds
was looking for,” Zopp said. “Because
she was the kind of girl who would fall
for his rap and his act.”

The heart of the prosecution case is a
collection of wiretap tapes in which
Reynolds and Heard, now 19, discuss
sexual encounters that allegedly
occurred when she was 16 and 17

lhe tapes’ importance is magnified

defendants

200 miles from The
information

" he wrote. “"They
have continued to make the
plaintiffs dig for every piece of
they get. As a
.’-".Ilh this case is not even near

because Heard has recanted her accusa
tions against Reynolds, saying her state
ments were coerced by investigators
Prosecutors sayv Revnolds orchestrated
the recantation, but Circuit Judge Fred
(. Suria Jr. on Monday barred prosecu
tors from raising that allegation

I'he prosecutors won a crucial point
when Suria ruled they may play the
tapes for the jury of six blacks and six
whites. Defense lawyers had argued the
tapes should be barred because Heard
has denied that the acts described on
them ever happened

Reynolds, who is black, has claimed
he is the target of a racial and political
vendetta by Cook County's State's
Attorney Jack O'Malley, who is white

I'he tapes were the core of Zopp's
opening statement. While Reynolds’
wife, Marisol, watched without apparent
emotion, Zopp read aloud from tape
transcripts in which Reynolds discussed
his and Heard's genitalia

In another conversation, Revnolds and
Heard discuss in graphic detail Heard's
sexual relationship with her lesbian
lover, and Reynolds asked if Heard and
her lover would be intorested in having
sex with him

Zopp apologized to jurors before she
bogan recounting the conversations

It's not my language,”” Zopp said

It’s the language that Congressman
Revnolds chose to use with Beverly
Heard in his conversation.”

As Zopp talked, Reynolds stared
down at the defense table and occasion
ally took notes

Adam recounted Reynolds® rise from
humble beginnings in tiny Mound
Bayou, Miss. . and argued that he was on
trial as a result of “outrageous pressure”
on Heard

“The question is not whether you like
him, not whether yvou'd vote for him
but whether they can prove him guilty
beyond a reasonable doubt,” Adam said

‘Motor voter’ law upheld
after California challenge

B RULING: Federal court

heart of state soversignty,

CHARLESTON, S.C. (AP)

A federal judge cleared the way
for Shannon Faulkner to join
The Citadel’s all-male corps of
cadets, ruling Monday that
there is no time to consider an
alternative program designed to
keep her out

The only way the state-sup
ported military college can pre
vent her from becoming a cadet
is to persuade a higher court to

block her

“We will I‘\|ll{lfl‘ all the
options and that includes the
Supreme Court,"”" Citadel
spokesman Terry Leedom said

Faulkner was happy, but she
knows the fight isn’t over

Even if | don't enter the

corps, some other woman will,
because 'l Hght it to the ¢

12 snia

I'he 4th U.S Court of
\ppeals ruled th
must be allowed to beco \

et unless South Carol
i .t'|e-;.\-'||. a4 program pdiving

similar training to women

Fhe state came up with a $10
million women's leadership

Houck is to hold a trial on the
alternative and rule on its con
stitutionality, but he said
there's no time to do that before
Faulkner is to become a cadet

Aug. 12. School rules require
she become a cadet no later
than August She is entering
her junior year

Houck scheduled a trial for
Nov. 6

Faulkner's lawyer Val
Vojdik, is fighting the alterna
tive program and wants a three
month delay to prepare for the
trial. The state and The Citade!l
wanted a quick ruling

“We were concerned the

being in a position to try

Faulkner has been taking day
classes at The Citade!l since
January 1994 under Houck's
order, but she has not been
allowed to take military train
ing while the case has wound
through the courts

Virginia, which has the only
other state -.upilnllmi_ all-male
military college, is creating a
woimen's leadership program at
Mary Baldwin College to lll'!'!l
women ouf of the Virginia
Military Institute

Ihe 4th Circuit has .!i.ia:ra'n-ll
that program. The Justice

Department has appealed to the

defendants were trying to jerry Supreme Court. The Virginia
rig a plan held together with program begi in the fall as
strings and glue and get the does the Ciony @ Progra
court to approve it,”" Vojdik
A\lso Monday, Faulkn
i " AR sked H K1 I
Houck said the state and The T
'he Citadel 1« v | Y
Citade!l were slow in filing
: A . the bhagpipw \ 1 b 1 f b
P . i the n ar1nati 3 '
letaills abou he altern |...! (I Hp Ry & dat
I.I.-.I;!1::. hen delayved as Paulkner has failed & flute audi
! . . ] rNPYve <ot '
Faulkner's attornevs sou ion for the band. but the
maore information - 1 |
motion said the college allows
Instead of being } open and men a chance to learn "1" Ly

fair as they Iun:rz:m-a'l it has
been business as usual for the

evaen if they do not play \\!u a3
they enroll

says law 1s within
Congress’ power 1o

requlate elections

SAN FRANCISCO (AP)
Rejecting Gov. Pete Wilson's
challenge, a fedoral appeals
court today upheld the feder
al “motor voter” law, which
lots [u'n}l]v register Lo volte
when they apply for drivers’
hoenses or welfare

Fhe law was within Con
gress constitutional Power Lo
lm'u-: ite federnl elections, said
the 9th LS. Circuit Court of
Appeals in o 3-0 ruling

I'he law, supported largely
by Democrats, took effect this
Yoer ‘.‘:II- WIAas Il"-i'u!l"i l.\ \\lj
son and four other Republican

W irnors, who refused to
implement it, The governors
of Hhinois, Michigan, Penn
wwivania and South Carolina

nedd Wilson b arguing that
1 1A Hated states right
nd would be costly

Hy PUIring stales Lo Credato
ledoral voter registration
wencies  oul of state agencies

Congress reached into “the

California Deputy Attornay
General Cyrus Rickards told
the court last month

But the court said the Con
stitution gives Congress broad
power to regulate federal eled
tions, even if states must bear
the cost

Congress may cons ript
state agencies Lo carry out vol
er registration . without com
pensation’ for tederal
elections, the courst ruled

I'he Justioe 1 ll'll.t!TI:lll'l:T Sy
2 million new voters have reg
iIstored nattonwide since the
law took welfect, a sharp
increase over the same period
last yvear

The low has been upheld so
far by every court that con
sidered it including o tederal
appeals court last month in
Chicago Pennsylvania
-!rn;qn'll.?,m.':l lenge alter los

its first court contest, el

i |I1-I'.|l::|.'_ in ‘v‘ll ST
uth Carolina

v law was de

fended in

court by the Chinton adminis
tration and a coalition ol
minority groups ind voting
rights ndvocates
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Entertainment

qhulhmnap

The Eugene Symphony Performs A
Evevang OF Patr Ot MU F are

TUESDAY, AUGUST 15
6:30 PM

Dlamonl lllo

To Be Announced
FRIDAY, AUGUST 18

6:30 PM

Pam Tillis
SATURDAY, AUGUST 19

e 4:00 £ 7:30 PM

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16
6:30 PM
‘Weird AI' Ynkovic

Resgrang Kung of the ACConds

THURSDAY, mw 'l')
630 PM

Alvin & The
Clllpmunlu

e M

SUNDAY, AUGUST 20

4:00 PM

All Acty Subject to Schedule Changes or Cancellations + No Refunds
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