
Increasing drug deaths tied to heroin, methamphetamines 
■ OVERDOSES: Oregon s rate of 
drug-related fatalities has climbed 
to more than three a week 

PORTLAND (Aid 
Heroin and metharnphet 
amine are to blame* for a 

dramatic in< runs*1 in drtix 
deaths in Oregon over the 

past three yuarv viys Dr I-arry lew-man, 
state* medical examiner 

"I think it’s mom usi* an<i mon> avail- 
ability." lawman says 

In tin* past 1H months, madii nI exam 

inure have tied 2r>r> doalhi to illegal drugs 
a rate of morn than throw fatalities a 

week 

Thu vic tims included a 2 t year old vis 

itor from Virginia who innii to Portland 
for n Grateful Dead concert and a man 

who died in a toilet stall at the upsc ale 

m 
NATIONAL 

Willamette Athletic C.Jub on his 41st 

birthday 
On tho wwliend of |ulv lr>- lfi. lew man 

performed autopsies on six paoplv Four 
had overdosed on drugs 

The increase in methamphetamine 
deaths has come as a new wave of the 
drug floods the Northwest, law enforce- 
rnent offiimis %a\ High-jKitonry. low < ust 

Mexil nn moth has given the stimulant 
new popularity. 

The heroin deaths, however, have a 

longer history 
In tlie 1‘t’Os and even into the l'lHOs. 

Oregon recorded perhaps a dozen drug 
deaths a year Then came tar heroin It 
began showing up in Oregon in the 
1‘IHOs. shipped in from Mexico 

“When tar heroin came, the numbers 
started skyrocketing." tziwinan says 

Instead of roughly one drug death a 

month in Oregon, the death toll leaped to 

more than one a week A total of 117 Ore 
gonian* died from heroin overdose* alone 
in I'Mlfi and IW 

The problem ha* intensified in the 
lWUOs, Uwmin says Sim « January lWi 
heroin deaths have increased to a rate of 
t wo a week 

Most of the heroin victims are white 
mali*s The average age i* in the mid 10s 

Although the drug deaths ooi tir all over 

Oregon, most are in the Portland area 

The overwhelming majority die from 
injecting drugs rattier than snorting or 

smoking them "Russian roulette with 
a needle," as lawman calls it 

"It s dangerous and self destructive 
behavior.” lawman says "Eventually it s 

going to get you if you persist in using it." 
Twice over the years, there have Ihhui 

noticeable drops in the number of heroin 
deaths "nns was right when these multi- 
agency* task forces were lot king up major 

drug-distribution networks,” Uwnun 
says "But it's justa matter of time before 
some enterprising entrepreneur takes 
their place.” 

The most marked example tame in 
November 1990. when the Ri-gional Orga- 
nized Crime Nan oth s Task l on e arrest 
«*d a group of men accused of smuggling 
unusually potent heroin into the Pacific 
Northwest 

After the arrests, the number of deaths 
slowed dramatically In the first five 
months of 1991. only six Oregonians died 
of drug overdoses, < ompared with *>2 dur 
ing the same period in 1990 

But by the end of 1992. the numbers 
were back up. And two years later, they 
had nearly doubled again 

"The only thing they're illustrating is 

that aggressive law enforcement can 
address it. but only for the short term.'' 
Lawman says 

Honor: 132 professors named so far 
■ Continued from Page 1 

the representation of gender in the African pntss 
Italy is the destination for ossot inti* proles 

Mir of history I Jeninl Pope From January through 
July of 1996. Pope will Ih* tent lung Ament an 

history and literature at the University of Rome 

Pope said he was "very pleased" ntiout rvs etv 

ing the grant 
"I'm trying to learn some Italian.' Pope vud 

"Hot my te«< hing will f>e in English 
Janet Wasko. assot late professor of journalism 

and t otnintinitatidn. will (»• at the t(Diversity of 
Copenhagen in Denmark from September 
tfirougfi l)et mutter of this year She will iie tern !i- 
mg and conducting research on mass t oinimi- 
nuatinn and the international marketing of 
American popular culture prtxhitis, such as films 

and television shows Waslto will also be 
researching foreign andient e responses to Dis- 
ney omf Disney products 

"Does Disney represent Amerit n to them'" 
Wasko said. "What dews it say about America'" 

Margaret Rnnising. assistant professor in the 
( Mfi( a of International Education and Fxt lunge 
is in )a|mn for a month this summer Katusing is 

one of six US fatuity participating in the US, 
Japan International Fducation Administrators 
Program 

Another University faculty membw. Hill Ryan. 
asstK mte professor of journalism and commu- 

nication. was awarded a Fulbright grant to Sin- 
gapore but declined the offer. 

This recent selection of Fulbright grants brings 
the number of University professors who have 
l*H'» ret ipients to 132 
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Closing arguments center 
on credibility of witnesses 
■ RAJNEESHEES: The fate 
of two women, charged 
with conspiracy to murder, 
now rests with jurors 

PORTLAND (AP) — After a 

long d.n of closing arguments tn 
fivt* attorneys Monday, jurors 
wov to begin deliberations today 
in the trial of two former 
Kajneeshee leaders accused of 
conspiring 10 years ago to kill the 
D S attorney for Oregon 

In a ( use where witness cred- 
ibility means everything, the 
jurors will hove the final say on 
whether the truth has been told 

Sally Anne Croft and Susan 
Hagan fought extradition from 
l.ngland for years before they 
finally were brought to the Unit- 
ed States to fat e the charges 

They are a* a used of conspiring 
with nine others to kill Charles 
Turner in 1985. Turner, as l s 
attorney for Oregon, was leading 
an investigation into widespread 
immigration fraud at the north- 
c entral Oregon commune w here 
guru Hhagwan Shree Rajneesh 
lived with his fleet of Rolls 

Royi es and thousands ol chant 
ing. dancing, red-garbed follow 
ers. 

Ilie pmsticution's iso is tsised 
on the testimony of sis former 
Rajneesllees who had ut deals 
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with the government. 
Prosecutors T.J Reardon III and 

Scott (lilt k said the witnesses 
were truthful transgressors who 
were sorry for what they find 
done 

"This case is about reality, 
responsibility, remorse and 

redemption." Reardon said 
Hut defense attorneys, who 

called only one witness, said the 
prosecution was counting on the 
statements of conniving lim who 
were willing to say whatever the 
government wanted them to say. 

"They are all self-centered, self- 
interested people," Croft's attor- 
ney Leslie Weatherhead said. 
"These people were strivers and 

seekers They are classic crimi- 
nal personalities." 

All had admitted they have 
lied in the past, sometimes under 
oath, sometimes on documents, 
such as a gun purchase records. 

The defense suggested the wit- 
nesses had altered their stories 
over the years in order to make 
them consistent with each other 
They also pointed out comrade 
ttotts in some of the testimony 

Hu! Reardon said those incon- 

sistencies proved that there was 

no orchestration of testimony. It's 
(wen 10 years, he said, and sto- 
ries are bound to vary 

Conspiracy rises don’t unrav- 

el, Reardon said until some of 
those involved begin to talk 

"Essentially what you have is 
people have told on people, just 
like when we were kids,’' Rear 
don said 

To win a guilts verdict. Click 
said the government had only to 

prove that one "overt" act was 

committed to further the con- 

spiracy. "In this case, we have at 
least 19 separate and distinct 
overt acts," he said "So we re 

way j>as! talking We are way past 
one overt act We are way down 
the line." 

Government witnesses said 
Groft, known at the commune as 

Ma Prem Savita, was third in the 
line behind Rajmstsh and his per- 
sonal secretary. Ma Anand 
Sheela. Groft managed the com- 

mune’s finances anti supplied 
money used to illegally buy guns 
that were to lie used to kill Turn 
or. witnesses testified 

Hagan, known as Ma Anand 
Nu, was in charge of the Rajneesh 
Investment Cxirp She gave a |iep 
talk in support of Shoe I u and the 
Tumor murder plot at a planning 
meeting, witnesses said. One wit- 
ness said Hagan also had ordered 
a Rajneeshee to go to Portland to 
join the group following Turn- 
er Two witnesses said Hagan 
was pari of the flit team formed 
to carry out the killing. 


