EDITORIA

Vote by mail misses
point of the process
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Gov. Kitzhabes
announced Friday that he

intends to veto an Oregon

bill that would chang
general and primary el
tHons 1o a vote-by-mail syvs
tem. The elimination ol

the one-day ['-;lrl,!
polling system is fraught
with potential problems
and could cause an unex
jrex ted shift in the demo
rati il[!li'““-

ll.'lliJlH]I'f.'l‘- of the hill
claim it would be more
convenient for Oregonians
and would increase voler
However, as citi

turnowt
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disconnected from the

communities in which
thay live, the proposal
GO cause voler .|i:l.|‘..'.‘.
rather than action. Tech

!.r<:‘-ll.'_11 al advances and
convenience services con

tinue to decrease the need
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satellite dishes RroCory

and restaurant deliverios
modems and mailbox
'~.i'.llir;l:lit:. allow F:l'l:}-]r' 10
work, eat, -.hnin and do
their banking without ever
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12avii helr four-walled
cocoons. The public elod
tion is one of the few
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peopls
pants in their comimunity
I'he public polling place
brings prople together

interaction

system removes |
dincy of the pubili
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election. By giving

a larger window of time in
which to make choices

and mail ballots, it
may cause }I"H[r"' {5 pr
crastinate past the poast
mark deadline

Voting by mail shoule
e allowed as a s .:-;'il
" 13188 | (T 1ir

nej v iradnionat poliing

!": the l';li'n SICatly I:."r 154
bound and those who have
1"

Replacing the current
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Family leave keeps
Oregon progressive

W OUR OPINION: The faw

i

maoves pro-iamiy

ot

r

it L} 1 toyr

ce Deyona rmele
Starting in September
Oregon will have the most
comprehensive family
leave act in the country
Under the new law, Orego
nians who work lor com
panies with 25 or more
l‘!lli'|ll\.-'l"‘ will be able to
lake up o 12-weeks ol
leave a yvear to care lor a
sick relative or receive

medical treatment for their

own serious ilnesses. The
law will also allow
1'I|‘.i':;\'\l't'N 1O use accrued

sick time and vacation
time during their absence
Qregon's position as a

progressive state continues
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1o be reind
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Beneath the
pro-family

stich as this
din of
rhetoric, Oregon's legisla
Live and executive bodies
ni|l|-;f for action over self
serving attitudes, In a
remarkable show of sup
[‘:I:T_ state business lobbies
have also -|;'1=[inl'|{' the
law. All involved parties
e that workers who

rea

ferenl appred iated and are
allowed to take care of
themselves and their fami
les will be more produc
tive. In a time of turbulent
ir.ril'n al divisiveness, it's
rewarding to see that elect

can still work
'}

ed otlicials

together for the common

LLETRTH

Emérald

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

!| people

TV

will bring

culture -
to the

-

wart v ER (A PQELL Syap

QEres THE BUFFALD MF W

Uh-oh for informatioh

WATCH FOR THE PYRASE -
"POPULAR INFORMATION '

yberspace doesn’t have front porches

lew years ago my ittie
brother married a
wonderful woman
from Pennsylvania. In
act, the two decided 1o
1-\r'.'\::,1-';';1- et

1

1y 1

IT VOWS Oon
ca s birthe one ol Amer
|

on's older and more patriolic

cities i".’..i.l-.fl'.'i-:'lll on the

Fourth of July

held on a classic 18t}

he wedding

college campus, was

beautiful, Picture an

IVOry wed

ding on the steps ol o gorgeous
white building
As thi re eption band 'rl, 1ved

into the evening, the fireflies

came oul and danced all over
the manicured lawns. It was the

kind of

dream about

romantic evening you

Betore and after the wedding,
our family staved in a mid-19th-
century house owned and rent
ed-out by the bride's mother
and father. The structure was a
voritable museum. It had a nar
row “servants " staircase behind
the walls that led to the top
oor and attic where the ser
Vanls quarters were The ;-] 1R
ilso had summer rooms and a
huge front porch

Fhey had the kind of porch
where vou could sit in vour
favorite chair, put your feet up
on the ratling, drink sun-brewed
tea, and say “"Hi" to your neigh
bars as thoy walked down the
sidewalk. There was a time
when yvou might even ask that
neighbor up to the porch for

some of that iced tea

| ferl that com
puters aren 't quite as bad. It's

college sports)

just where they're taking us that
makes me more than a little ner
Vous

For people who work out of
their homes, computers have

given the ability to communi

cate immediately with cowork

ars, customers .tmi [ :;i'!'.'.\ | Ol

the busir

world, com
11|:Tl'r‘1 r!!'l'!|

lower costs in

everything

: :' | from inventory
: | lracking 1o
S |
- | hookkeeping
j Computers do
P -'J"" incredible
Dawvid things for
Bartlen

comimerce

entertainment,
government, law enforcement
and education

America’s physically chal
l““_l:“l! and senjor citizens
some of whom are unable to
travel to buy something as basi
as a week's worth of groceries
also benefit gr\'.nl[\ trom com
puters. But computers have the
tendency to shut us off from
each other as individuals in a
SOCIely

I mine has a

A ( ti'.'ilnn.'il" 0
friend who used to be an
absolute social Tasmanian Des
il He used to RO il].li s, oulside
even, and get real sunshine and
breathe real air. This person
had an entire group of friends

he used to spend much of his

now and the “real” world is

passing him by

Why should he leave his
house? Almost everything is
ivadlable over the Internet
Ihere are books, news reports
and literally thou
sands of sources ol information

and the talk in the industs

cybersex

is that it is just the beginning
Ihere are even plans to put
libraries on the 'Net

S0 much lor progress. The
world at our hngertips Yetil

we allow i1l to happen, this new

cyberspace” world can keep us
from interacting in the real one

And that's where the danger

Last week the Emerald ran a
story on the University's deci-
sion to wire Riley Hall and the
University Inn with an Internet
( ‘|1\.|t|[|' network

For the safety of female stu
dents who are justifiably afraid
of going to the library at night
and a handful of other good rea
sons, this decision is a good
one. But won't this provide just
another convenient excuse
wdmittedly a small one, that

will keep us from meeting with

each other

Just a few days ago | e-mailed

a note to a co-warker who sits

about 20 fest from me. We are
separated by one of those low

office-complex walls, but the
reason | e-mailed her wasn't
because of the barrier. | just

decided that 1 shouldn’t bother
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