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Pope John Paul 11 apologized for the Roman Catholic
Church’s “shortcomings™ regarding women and
women’s issues Monday, but failed 1o elaborate on what
2 those “shortcomings” are. In an open letter to the women
# of the world, the pope said that history had short-
) changed women, but he refused to budge on the two
¥ church policies that have done more to dismiss the val
E ue of women than any other church doctrine: abortion

and women priests

In an announcement conveniently timed before the
United Nations’ conferonce on women in Beljing this
September, the church is striving to cushion itself from
the blow likely it's likely to be dealt on issues of over
population, equal opportunity and reproductive choice
But the pope’s "apology™ is little more than lip-service
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fy o equ ly, the pope condemned sexual violence
against women, bul maintained that rape does not justi
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Right to frisk may
not insure safety

It's nighttime and you're walking across campus ta vour
dorm room. Suddenly, like something straight out of a
poorly written detective novel, you hear what sounds like
two men fighting. As you turn the corner, you see a cam
pus public safety officer struggling to subdue another
man

After striking the officer in the stomach with an obiect,
the man knocks him to the ground and turns toward vou

He has a knife

he's high on some drug, and now he's after

1 course, the story is only liction this time. But we
wanted to make 1 point

While the security services ¢ 2 by OIS an lal and
necessary o the i S Ccul 1y L 1s possible that
he recent decision to allow campus security otlicers to

:
|
frisk people suspected of carrving
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ardize the safety of OPS personnel and University stu
dents

After all, if OPS officers are still not allowed to carry
weapons themselves, exac tly what are they supposed

to do when they find a weapon on someone else?
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PERUAPS ABORTION
couLD BE REDUCED BY
EDuUcATION AND ACLESS

TDO REUIABLE
BIRTH CONTROL

E)Q;:rf_l'-.*.ng For common ground
on the abortion issue.
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to watch the show. Great, |

thought, now this little brat has
1o lr!h'tluiﬂ my solitude

After a few minutes and ses
eral casts had passed, | reeled in
the first trout of the day. Except
for the fact that my little, smiling
observer was still sitting across
the stream, lillng» seemed to be
poing well

The ceaseless smile continued

“Hi, I'm Derrick ™

| barely nodded

“You know what?"

Oh great, what?

“1 got a couple downstream
‘bout an hour ago.”

| tried to ignore him, but |
couldn’t. The fish stories contin
lll’ll

Time went by, and 1 don't
know how, but Derrick slowly
opened my shell and | started lis
tening to him. It was lascinating
how friendly he was, His smile

for simple wisdom
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ftaux pas of Hishing. 1 cast
entire pole into the stream. This

wits no shallow stream, mind
vou. It was well over eight feot
deep and running swiftly. The
pole sank into oblivion

| expected the laughter from
Derrick to begin at any moment
Already figuring out where |1
would buy a new pole, | lifted my
eyes from the spot of my misfor-
tune and was met with the most
determined glare 1I'd  ever
received from an 11-vear-old
Derrick quickly stood up, sur-
veyed the situation and confi-
dently declared. “Don't worry, I'll
get it for you.'

He vanished for a moment, but
quickly returned with goggles in
hand and dove into the stream
Now, remember, | really wasn't
exaggerating about the size of the
stream. | certainly had no inten-
tion of jumping into a rapidly
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Derrick was my teacher that
day. He taught me that we grown
ups tend to growl too much and
not play enough. He taught me
that as we got older, we somehow
accept an ominous age limit on
ﬁilll]alu- jovs and the requiremient
for sterner souls

His lesson is so clear and yet
seems so hard for grown-ups to
understand. And so we dismiss
him as a simple child while we
continue running our race. I only
we could stop our scurry just long
enough to listen to the wisdom
of an 11-year-old. That it's OK to
smile at the eyes of a stranger
That we can help someone with
out thinking anvthing of it. That
we oo can possess a small frag-
ment of Derrick’s beauty

Keith Cunmingham is a colum
nist for the Emerald




