e e e e ——— e DA s F TN

EDITORIAL

el

i

A

Trade agreement
dubious victory

Japan and the United States both say they won some-
thing in the automobile-trade fracas settled last week,
just before a deadline that would have put a 100-per-
cent U.S. tariff on Japanese-manufactured luxury cars.
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» Woell, at least our president didn't throw up on their
r.!: president,

As many may recall, former President George Bush
went to Tokyo in 1992 to try and create some trade
flexibility in the Japanese auto industry. Instead, Bush
became ill at a fancy state dinner — and returned to the
United States without an agreemant,

This new agreement
comes alter some 20
vears of the United
States battling. with
Japan over its rigid
auto-trade barrioers.

Amnu‘u needs to
conlinue (o
improve its products

be it head gaskets or
picnic baskets — if
Japan will be willing 1o
be partners in trade.

The United States has
complained over the
years that Japanese auto
makers and their sup-
pliers  have frozen
American parts manu-
facturers out of the Japanese market while limiting sales
of U.S.-made parts to Japanese assembly plants in Amer-
ica. This translates into all kinds of numbers and statis-
tics that favor the Japanese auto industry. While 80 per-
cent of American car dealers sell foreign cars, only 7
percent of Japanese dealers sell non lapenese cars

But that argument brings up an entirely different
argument. One quick look at any Consumer Reports

able and are better across the board than their
American counterparts. U.S. auto makers have made
some incredible advances, but still have room for
improvemaent

Looking at political statistics, the recent TV ads fea
turing a confident Clinton prove that the president is
positioning himself for a reelection bid, and he needs
any and all of the victories he can get

But, was this agreement really a “victory” for the
UL.S. automobile market, as much as it was a political
win for Clinton?

Basically, Japan has agreed 1o increase its purchases
of American car parts by nearly $9 billion over the nexi
three vears

While Japanese auto manufacturers gave specific
plans to deal more with American cars and parts, inter-
national trade watchdogs don’t give much hope for the
agreemaont because past agreements have not been fully
honored by either country
o I'he debate doesn’t end with cars. Other American
Y manufacturers have their own complaints about
lapanese trade practices

Compromise might be the only path to cooperation
for these two economic superpowers. America needs to
continue to improve its products be it head gaskets
or picnic baskets — if Japan or any other country will
boe willing to be partners in trade

The good news is that Clinton didn’t throw up on

any Japanese dignitaries, and he averted an automotive
trade war,

Only time will tell which was most important
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Americans lose

The US. Senate failed to
invoke cloture last week on the

nomination of Dr. Henry Foster

Ir. for surgeon general. Even
though the majority of Ameri

cans believe Foster deserved a

vote on the Senate Noor “l_ll"l'
cal pandering to the extreme
right stopped that from happen-
ing. Fairness did not prevail in
last week's vote and Americans
lost pccess to common-sense

health [l

v os well as Dr. Fos

ter's leads rship and expurience

to solve pressing social IIIIFIF
lems like teen

pregnancy

Dir. Foster's record of service is
ind the Ameri-
can public has lost the benefit of

second-to-none

his medical expertise, American
lost the chi

¢ 10 have

wWomen

)
1 |
|

i st surpeon gen who spe

ilizes in women's health and

our young peopla lost a doctor

|
who cares enough 1o g
’

f i i |
Ol poOor kids
Al ]

ve hun
dreds v meaningful
ot ot o foture
Fhose in the Senate who
-l','-}\.---l-nf Dr. Foster hid behind a
technicality to preven! a -.T[di;‘..‘a!
p-or down vote., In the ]u.’l;:
run, this is a victory for no one
Anna Lee!
Director of Marketing
Communications
Planned Parenthood of the

Columbia'Willamette

Misquoted

It is difficult 1o write this let-
ter regarding Flux magazine, the
School of Journalism and Com-
munications’ annual publica-
tion, In the article “Betwean
'wo Worlds: Asian American
Students Struggle to Define
hemselves,” 1 feel that the
author, Putsata Reang, captured
the stories of many students and
their experiences at the Univer
sity. My only concern focuses
on the section in which I am
quoted on page 37 as saving

“If I come to school in a
kimono, people will stare at me
and make jokes. The bottom line
for these students is that they
have to gt assimilated. They
have to decide how much of

their cultures they will allow
themselves, and
mijection they can handle ™

how much
This is not my quote
I would never advocate that
students assimilate or face i e
Instead 1 believe that [ and
others have devoted time and

energy to work toward creating
an environmant where diversity
is appreciated
Let me say in closing that |
hope my concerns regarding the
misidentification of this quote
do not detract from the impor
tance of the article
Lisa A, Suzuki, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Myths, lies

For more than 200 vears, citi
zons of this country have been
looking to their government to

protect them from enemies

onsun social ll]'! SCONOMIIC Jus

tice, provide equal opporty
for all Americans, and protect
their quality of life

To fulfill this commitment, the

governmen! needs to sel rules
and regulations to monitor busi
ness activity that could poten
tially ||‘s'|l.|]'l"|.'|‘ ir::lll:: safety
Very often, the regulated com
munity feels that the government
is overly intrusive. However, the
government has a responsibility
to balance the public interest
with the economic interests of the
business community

The difficulty in balancing
these interests has led 1o a regu
latory process and rules that are
sometimes too inflexible or even
irrational. We strongly support
measured and reasonable regu-
latory reform. The government
has a responsibility to protect
the public, but regulations can
be made more flexible and
responsive

Unfortunately, powerful cor
porate interests have seized on
the need for regulatory reform as
a means lo eviscerate govern-
ment's ability to safeguard the

public. Dripping with vitriol,
conservative legislators present
horror stories about “outra-

geous” government regulation
Yet most of these stories are lit-

tle more than fiction

O course there are prob
with the rule-making process,
but promoting false stories of
government excess does little to
improve the process or creale a
framework for sensible legisla
tive solutions
Sale

guards, a coalition of more than

Citizens for Sensible

230 consumer, labor, environ-
mental, religious and disability
rights organizations, has com-
piled and debunked the most
commaon i:-al:u.‘ stories :'\i!|~-:'.
ed by powerful businesses and
anti Im.;ui,nln,“. leaders

We've all heard heart-wrench-
ing tales of
i

denied a visit from the tooth

children fu-.l:q

fairy because of health regula

tions and ol neighborhoods
unable to protect themselves
trom raging lires in order to pro
tec! rats that mav live in the
e, Unfortunately, these exam
F"." ire Inaccurnte ind in
many cases, outright lies
.

O regulation |,-!ni'.-1.‘nl-. den

tists from giving children baog

their baby teeth. The California
'

hires of 1994, to whcl

inecdote

r ]
reefers

}1.‘--h-| tion
11!'-.?“}\!-". thousands of acres of
property and many homes, but
the damage was intensified by
high winds, not the protection
of endangered rodents
It is bad enough that policy
makers promote in omplete or
even misinformation, but even
worse is that they build momen-
tum for legislation that will have
a devastating impact on people
like the woman whose son
dies of hamburger poisoning, or
the worker who loses an arm in
the 'I.\'nrkp!.ll 1
Americans want red tape and
bursaucracy reduced, but they
also want the environment pro
tected, their workplaces safe, and
the foods and medicines they
purchase 1o be thoroughly test-
ed. What they will get is a severe
undermining of these safeguards
as anti-regulatory zealots set out
to frame a very complex issues
into bite-size storivs.
Gary D. Bass, Ph.D.
Chairman of Citizens for
Sensible Sateguards
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