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Briquettes may cause blazes 
Sherry Ramey 
Oregon Oa#f f rrm>*k1 

An evening barbecue turned 
into 8 lesson on fire safely for a 

Springfield family three weeks 
ago 

Harney Pound. .12, heard 
cr;u kling sounds coining from 
the garage while he was eating 
dinner, according to Springfield 
polo e reports Investigating the 
sound, he discovered a fire 
Pound immediately opened the 
automatic garage door and 
loud the door between the 

house and the garage 

“By opening the garage door, 
it let the heat and flames escape 
and kept the fire away from the 
rest of the house said John 
Garitz, spokesman for Spring- 
field's Department of Fire and 
Life Safety The father il’oundl 
had the forethought to shut the 
door between the kitchen and 
the garage Although the garage 
was < ornpletelv destroyed, the 
remainder of the house received 
only minor damage 

I he fir# w m ( a used bj a bar- 
bucu® starter. which was put 
hid k into its box before tint ash- 
es were completely cooled, said 
Di( k Evensun, Springfield 
deputy hri< marshal 

The lire spread in five to 10 
minutes from lb# barber tie to 
surrounding t ardboard boxes 
and < lotlnng. Even son said The 
fire wall between the built 
also helped protor t the house 

This type of fire happens 
quite often." h>* said 'R« ently. 
a person (in SpringfUddI cleaned 
out ashes front their wood stove, 

put them in a cardhoard bo*, 
then put the box on their wood 
en dm k The dm k (taught on fire 
and burned part of the house 
down 

According to the state fire 
marshal. 51 structure fire* were 

ignited from disi tinted ashes or 

hot embers front a barbecue, 
fireplace or wood stove in ino t 

2fi of tiie 51 fires were single 
: unit) bom** in 1992. 'u gtriM 
lure fires were started by dis- 
arded ashes, .in of those were 

homes 

"Hot ashes, whether from the 
stove Of the fireplai e or a barbe- 
cue. take several (lavs for the 
ashes to get (.old.” R\ enson said 
With barbecue starters, make 

sure all the rolled-up newspaper 
is ( leaned out before putting it 

away. 

"And if you are bartxicuing in 

f'.- tores’ <»;. dump 
water over the ashes to drown 
them out. he said 'Don't just 
throw the briquettes out into the 
bushes 

"Most importantly, (while 
barfxH uingl just think about fire 
safety and use r.ommon sense." 
he said 

l.vonson and Mary Kllon Hol- 
ly. Eugene's deputy firs? marshal, 
gave the following fire safety 
tips for handling ashes from a 

barber tie 

• H«*at t<'si the ashes he lore 

discarding them First, put your 
hand lost to ashes and if you 
don't fool any heat. than touch 
the grill. If it's cool, then you 
can clean any debris or embers 
away The bart»«cue may need to 
be loft out overnight 

• When ashes an* finally ool. 
put them in a metal container, 
NOT a < ardboard I his or paper 
bag 

• Witt down the ashes in thi- 
metal ontainer and stir thorn 
I’ut a lid on the container. 

• Store the metal container 
outside, at least 36 fee! away 
from the home or garage. DON'T 
put the ashes on a wooden deck, 
porch or patio. 

• i at tha ashes ool for sever- 

lays daap ashes or heas s 

coals stiiv hot for at least 2-3 

days 
• Before finally disposing of 

ashes, do a final heat test, wet 
ashes again and stir again. 

"Parents need to explain this 
stuff to their kids too." Evenson 
saitl "Look at fire safety as both 
parents and educators. 

"Talk to kids about fire safe- 
ty." he said "Tell them why you 
are putting the ashes in a metal 
bucket instead of u cardboard 
box. Tell them why you want to 
let the barbecue sit out 

overnight." 

' No payment for 90 days 
' U)\v monthly payments 
' Low interest rates 
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Lease option plans full of 
special incentives 

' On the spot credit approval 
! No employment neccessary 
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Call now lo rosorvo your soot! 
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got ■ higher scor* 

KAPLAN 
720 East 13th, suite 303, Eugeni? 

SATURDAY 
SPECIAL 

Cheeseburger 
(Limit 10) 

Saturdays Only 
East Broadway Location Only 

Carrs Jr. 
East Broadway 

& Hityard 
(Limited time only) 


