Speaker: Arab women liberated

Natasha Shepard
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Many of the regulations that
ire seen s u}l}]ll'\-]\" lor
women in the Middle East are
the policies of individual coun
tries and not the religious beliefs
of 1slam, said an American Mus

m woman who addressed Uni
versity students as part of a
Muslim Student Association

nd Women's Centor presenta
tion on the value of women in
Istam

Zainab Al-Godaihi

trom Port

land presented her experiences
vong with Muzhgan Afzal, a
Irom Portland, as part of the

'
Muslim religion and cul

society they said was often prej
udiced against Arabs

Recent panic about the Okla
homa City bombing hi
anti-Arab prejudices both on the
street and in the media,. Al
Godathi said

1% shown

One well-known radio show
- host, in the days that followed
the bombing, even went so far as

to recommend that B-2 bombers

b sent to tnrln!p [r.h{ in retalin
tion for the Oklahoma incident,

she said

Ignorance and misunderstand
ing are often at the root of the
blatant prejudice and racism,
Al-Godaihi said

“Poople who are writing and
reporting the news don't under-
stand that Muslim fundamental
ism is not something to fear,”

she said

Although at first she didn't
think that the injustice to Arab
ind Islamic peoples was inten-
tional, she said she is beginning
to see the reason the media is so
blatantly biased

“They need a bad guy,” Al
Godaihi said, citing the down-
fall of Communism and dissolu-
tion of the Soviet Union. “How

many movies have vou seon
where the Arabs are terrorists?
They want headlines This
sort of negative stereotyping
COMEeSs every Lime you see some
thit

ng about Muslims in the

MOovies or in the news

Because she wears the tradi

tional covering of Muslim

women, showing only her face
ind hands, Al-Godaihi was her
self a victim of violence dur
the Gulf War

Her tires were slashed throes
times, and she was once chased
into the building where she
worked by a man screaming and
wearing camouflage

Afzal who has a degree
political science from the Uni
versity of Portland and is also o
Muslim, explained why Muslim
vomen cover themselves by
wearing clothing that only
exposes their faces and h inds

According to the Koran
women should wear clothing
th all but their faces
wnd their hands from the wrists

at covers

she said

Historically. the reasons
worren dressed this way were
often oppressive, she said
including theories that pre
Islamic cultures were trving to
protect their property by cover

ing the women

Foday, however, the reasons
Muslim women cover them
selves are more liberating then

Afzal said

appressive,

Wearing the covering pre
vents being judged by physical
appearance,” she said. “Women
have to be judged by their voice,
opinion, ideas and knowledge.”

Prejudice based on physical
appearance is very roal, she said,
and can prevent some women
from being hired for jobs they
are qualified for

Contrary to some sleraoty pes,

earing the cover

g prevenis
._'lh‘. s

cal appearance. Women

being judged by

have to be ;u..".:r'.f by
their voice aptnion
tdeas and knowledye
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! I women are equa
here are many Islamie WS
tha 1 v I'“ 1 '
N s1 1l
Bot en and woms 13
OnNCourags 1o e ey i 1
women may make |egal
tracts without the consent of
mybody and have equal rights
m marnage and divoro he
i
said
Islamic wome ire allowed 1o
vole and hold p 1l affice. In
It 1], there are wetun 18
women holding office in the

pariiament than there are in the

LS. Con MIess she said

Although

outside

women may work

the home, housework is
valued highly and a woman may
wctually charge her husband for
domestic chores

I'he key to understanding the
vitlue of women in Islam is
knowing the differsnces
hetween the pnl;. wes of coun
tries and the religion, Al-Godai
hi said. For r>\.|H‘.]Ji.-'_ the Saudi
Arabian policy that women can't
drive is not an Islamic rule, but
a government! statute

I'he best way to know the dif
ference betwoeen governments
policies and Islamic religious
ideology is to educate voursel!
and learn about Islam, she said
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keep up on campus life with the oregon dally emerald
now available on the world wide web
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Summer Dudk Badks will
be available June 19th!

Need to make some quick cash?
To find out how you can earn
money handing out Duck Bucks
contact the Emerald today.

Professional

Resumé Packages

designed, typese! &
saved on disk

24 Kinko’s

\our branch otlice

1265 Willamette
"hone 344- 3555
Fax 344-0870

your affordable

long distance calling card now!

Call any time, anywhere!
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Purchase your card at these fine locations:

Hookstore

RS E. 131h Ave

e-Univesity Stote. 19460 Franklin Bivd
Streat Market 798 E. 11th Ave

A portion of the proceeds donated to the U of O Athletic Dept.

. Fitness and Aerobi¢ Center
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Utopia Salon
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New 24 hr. Gold’s Gym
to Open in Downtown Eugene

PRE-OPENING SPECIAL
CHARTER MEMBERSHIPS
AVAILABLE Ay

A new 20,000 square foot
Gold’s Gym is set to open

by the Summer of 1995.
The new Gold's Gym at 3rd and
Lawrence is part of the Whiteaker
Neighborhood Refinement Plan,
which is aimed to improve
circulation and use of the area.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 636-G0LD OR STOP BY OUR CURRENT LOCATION AT 2370 W. 11TH AVE.

Gold’s Gym will put new life into
the historic Eugene Planing Mill
Building which has been empty for
several years. Two other businesses
will be joining Gold's Gym in this
endeavor. Evan’s Churopractic and
Physical Therapy and Utopia Haur
Salon for men and women.

A Licensee of Gokd's Gym Enterprases, linc

The new 20,000 square foot
facility will featurs:

® 24 hours tacility

® Low-impact serobe classes

o Full-sernce locket rooms with saunas

o Chidcare

» Women's litness arcut am

o Next Generation Nautilus circuit machanes

o Hammer strength [ree-weight systerms

® Flex free-waights

* Elevated caro iness aea with
treackmulls, stairmasters & Lite Cycles

* Bowng/Martial Ats room with
Boerotics & Heavy/Speed bags

* Basuetball

* Rhino Caté
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