
Lawsuit seeks to add coho salmon to endanaered list 
WASHINGTON IAP) — Conservationist* and fisher 

im>n filed a lawsuit Thursday to trv to force the govern- 
ment to make decisions due last year on whether anoth- 
er West Const salmon species should lx* declared emlan 
gored 

Postponement of the listing decisions, in one t aw tr> 
months late, is moving the West (oust coho closer to the 
brink of extint turn in California. Oregon and W ashing- 
ton. a coalition of 2-S groups said in the suit filed in t' S 
District Court in San Francisco 

It is time for the federal government to comply with 
the law and take at tion before coho art* gone forever." 
said Mike Sherwood, an attorney for the Sierra Club 
Legal Defense Fund 

A spokesman for the National Marine Fisheries Ser- 
vice said Thursday a decision is expected this summer 
on whether to propose protec tion of the fish under the 
Kndailgered Species Act 

Different proposals are anlit ipaled for (lie six popula- bon sts tors between tin* Canadian Ixirder and Monterey 
Calif. NMFS spokesman Brian Carman said 

So far. the biggest threats to the coho runs have been 
identified in California, whore the majority of coho habi- 
tat still remaining is found on private land, he said 

rw Snake River sockeve *uilmon and two varieties of 
Snake River < hinook salmon already are prolix ted under 
the Indangwrad Species Ai t 

NMI s announced in CR tobor 19'H that the status of 
the West ( oast coho warranted a listing review and was 

supposed to complete the review hv Ot tuber IVHM 
I here is no doubt some of the runs are in real trouble 

htit I don t think we art* going to see m the short run dis- 
astrous results from any delay," Gorman said in a tele 
phone inters iew Thursday from the agent y % regional headquarters in Seattle 

( airman said the ruling was delayed tie* ause a series 
of population reviews have Until ^ otnhmed into one The 
listing proposals will vary for the six distinct popula- tions. grouped as 

Puget Sound, Olyrnpit Peninsula. Oregon Coast, (on 
tral California. Lrover Columbia River Southwest W ish 
ington and Northern California Southern Oregon 

l hev w ill not all lie the same, Gorman said l ur 
‘her inland and tarliier south, the conditions of the fish 
Uu ..more perilous The habitat is more degraded 

In some ases we are talking returns in the order of 
hundreds where they were in the order of tens of thou- 

s.imi'. .1 generation ago In one particular instance (in (lab 
i formal th**nc are about 150 fish out of a population .Mr 
Iter this enturv of 500,000," he said 

While hydropower dams ire blamed for the demise 
of Snake River and ( olumbia River salmon, the West 
Coast coho live below dams 

t.a:\ Smith, NMFS" acting regional dire, tor when the 
population review was launched in tout, said at the 
tune that over-harvesting, poor ocean survival, drought ami habitat destruction from logging, agriculture and 
urban development all 'have taken a heavy toll on coho 
salmon 

Fryg Sletteiand. a salmon spe. odist for the Sierra Club 
l egal Defense Fund in Seattle, said the delay in protw 
lion was sending coho populations plummeting further 
in illl *Uitus 

Our t uustal im onomit*s mood tin* proUn turn tiffordt’d 
bv the Endangered Species At t today." Sletteiand said 

Diane Valantine of the Oregon Natural Resources 
Count d said c oho fishing brought the region .$70 million 
a veer during the Ul'tK 

I his is a ase of jobs being saved by the Endangered 
Spe» ies ,\t t jobs III the sport and ommon ml fishing industry." she said 
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