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Prefontaine was
used to looking back
ol the pack in his
brief career
Trevor Kearney
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ithiete energized a sport like i
He brought a personality to the sport of track and field
that earned him world-wide recognition, and stole the
hearts of milhons in the process
He was the fiercest of competitors, the most deter
ned of athleles and broke every Amerncan record in
wery race from the 2 O0-meter race the 10 000
melter race
Steve Prefontaine was truly one in a m
Belore calling Hayward Field home from 1969
1973, Pre — as he came to be known Jrew uf
Coos Bay and dominated his competition at Marshfield
Hi 1* School. In his junior and senior years at Marshfield
Pre got himsell off to a stron q start as a distance run
er, winning two state chan nships in the 2-mile race
with record times of 9-minutes, 1.3-seconds and B 41 5
respectively
Prefontaine declared his intention to attend Oregon on
Tuesday, April 29, 1969, thus starting one of the most
ilustrious careers in the history of track and field
The Oregon years
With over 30 schools recruiting Pre, head coach Bill
Bowerman was told by Walter McClure, a former f)r,-\;: n
track star and Pre’s high school coach, that the stand 1 %
out was going to be a star ; 4
“McClure told me "You got to keep your eye on this lit | -
tle guy — he called him a little guy but he was actually
pretty big for a distance runner — he is going to be some-
thing special,” Bowerman recalled
“He was a powerlul runner,” Bowerman said of Pre as
a prospect. But that didn't change Bowerman's recruiting
approach
‘| was never very big on recruiting. | did not recruit by '
kissing people’'s tails,” Bowerman said ¥

And Bowerman prevailed

‘I told him '| would love to see you come here, but you
come here lor an education — and of course he did come
here for an education, but he also came here 10 run,” Bow
arman said, adding that above any recruiting, Pre chose
to come to Eugene. “Pre picked Oregon.”

Pre's decision gave Bowerman a one in a million run
ner. It also gave him one of the most stubborn athletes
that he ever coached

Pre was quick
with a smile

‘He was an absolutely fantastic runner, but he also a between his
little bit bull-headed,” Bowerman said fiercely fought
Originally, Pre didn't want to run the 5,000-meter race, competitions.

but Bowerman knew better. According to Bowerman, Pre
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RUNNING
WALKING :
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Runners Selling Running Shoes to Runners!

e ASICS « BROOKS Reebok Inferno Road
e ETONIC Reg. $80.00 Sale $59.95

Reebok Ventilator Plus

* MIZUNO Reg. $80.00 Sale $64.95
* NEW BALANCE Many Puma Models
e REEBOK Less Than $50.00

e SAUCONY Plus last year's and
discounted shoes
Gene Solomon or
Dale Londos, Proprietors 40%-50% OFF!

525 High - Across from 5th St. Public Market + 343-1842

your affordable
|nng distance calling card now!

Call any time. anywheie!
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Purchase your card at these fine locations:

A portion of the proceeds donated to the U of O Athletic Dept. : ,'I( !l'f rtise in Ore oOn [)”HH ((-”” I'H‘If! ( '{”-“'Sf_.ﬁ‘ (l.\_‘p ( .HN 346-4343!
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