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Ha wasn't the biggest guy on the field, and

YEAR OF THE DUCK

DANNY O’NEIL

lineup

EVERALD

Spurs look
to avoid let
- down in
| title run

HOUSTON [AP) A loss
tonight, and the San Antonio
Spurs’ season goes from grand
achievement! to bitter .i;\,;_.

pointment

Aflter a 62-20 record, the best
in the NBA, anvthing short of
hampions! 1p will mean the sea
son was a fatlure, Spurs coach
Bob Hill said Wednesd:

‘We've had a grea
Antonio,”” he said
the organization stru
stance, discipline
terrific groundwork | thi

| 4
j. future. I think we've done
| titude of great things

i “"But ance wi recognized how

pood we could be, we escalated

our goals. Qur goal now is to win
a championship. Unless we win
]

a championship, there's going to
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1 about that

season will end if
beat the Houston
summit in
y of the Western

they can
Rockets at the

tonight's Gan

] '..IF“!"[I'II\I' v
: Recent history is on San Anto
nio's side. With Houston leading
the best-of-7 series 3-2. no home
| team has won a game
| Houston is just 3-4 at home in
the playofls, and the Spurs have
won four in a row on the road
So what appears in convention
| al thinking to be an advantage for
Houston might be, in this upside
down series, just the opposite
Hill tried to break the jinx in
Game 5 by putting his team in a
hotel the night belore. Rockets

COdu !I Rhi!'. i..\l!'_‘.u:{:\._u n '.\'.i: try

the raw fish approach

he wasn’l the mos! athletic. Despite these
limitations, Danny O'Neil will forever be
remembered as the field general of the most
incradible raturn lo glory for the Oregon foot
ball team and arguably one of the best quar
lerbacks in Oregon history

Alter a slow start lo the season (including
a mystenous virus that saw the senior signal-
caller miss two starts), O'Neil reeled off six
straight wins after his return to the starting

Named the co-MVP of the 1995 Rose
Bowl, O'Neil claimed many records in his
tour-year stay at Oregon

Among others, the Callfornia native can
claim the Oregon record for most 300-yard
passing games (9) and ranks second on the
all-ime Oragon passing list in terms of yards,
He also holds the record for touchdown pass-
es In a career. In short, O'Neil was a vital
part of Oragon’s truly incredible year
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The next doy man showed
up 151 ies late lor practice

and was benched by Hill at the

start of C.ame 6
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Shaq’s magic powers Orlando to 3-2 lead

ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — Shaquille O'Neal
not only stayed in the game, he dominated it

O'Neal's 35 points and 13 rebounds pow-
ered Orlando within one victory of the NBA
Finals as the Magic held off the Pacers 108
106 Wednesday night to take a 3-2 lead in
the Eastern Conference finals

After suffering through two foul-shortened
games in Indianapolis, O'Neal took ¢ harge of
this one, scoring 20 points in the first half
and 13 in the third period

"1 just wanted to play aggressive, to play
my game, take it strong to the basket,'
O'Neal said. “And [ did that”

His big night was nearly ruined by a furi-
ous Indiana comeback from a 14-point
fourth-quarter deficit. After the Pacers
pulled within three points with 16 seconds
left, the Magic held on down the stretch
despite hitting only 4-0f-12 free throws in
the last 3:44.
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With Indiana down 106-103, Mark Jackson
had a chance to tie it, but he missed a 3-
pointer with about seven seconds left

To close the series in six gamaes, Orlando
will have to win Friday night at Market
Square Arena, a butlding in which it has lost
eight straight. Game 7, if necessary, would

be Sunday at Orlando

“We just need to go there with the same
intensity and the same composure and
maybe we can get one,” O'Neal said

Nick Anderson added 19 points for the
Magic and Brian Shaw came off the bench to
score 15. Anfernee Hardaway also had 15.

Rik Smits, whose buzzer-beating basket
made him the hero of Game 4, was the cen-
ter in foul trouble this time. He fouled out
with 3:44 remaining and scored 20 points.
Reggie Miller led the Pacers with 21 points

Indiana trailed by 14 with 4:21 left but
scored 10 straight points, capped by Jack
son's 3-pointer with 1:05 left. Anfernee
Hardaway's free throw with 30.9 seconds to
play made it 105-100, but as the Pacers have
shown throughout the playoffs, they don't go
down easy

O'Neal, who had missed four free throws
during Indiana’s spurt, grabbed the rebound
of Jackson's miss with 22.7 seconds lelt
After two timeouts, Hardaway went to the
line but made only one, and Derrick McKey
fired a 3-pointer with 16 seconds left 1o cut
the lead to 106-103

Shaw blew two free throws before Jack-
son, hesitating behind the arc and apparent-
ly looking for Miller, missed a 3-pointer
Hardaway got the rebound, then finally hit
two free throws together. Miller sank a 3-
pointer at the buzzer
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Knicks center gets
the knife

P‘l! \.q'. Y( ‘lHi" !’"\F': "".:" ok
Ewing had su
day 10 remove torm cartilage

. \A
rgery vweanes

from hus right knee, and the
New York Knicks center is
expected o recover fully

We don't anlicipate any
Gelay on his starting the sea-
son on time,” said Dr. Nor
man Scoll, the team physi-
cian

Ewing, who played through

two rounds of the playoifs
with pulied muscles in his
leg, ungderwent arthroscopic
surgery lasl July and was
sub-par for the first month of
the season
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