
Oregon State president 
announces retirement 

CORVALLIS (AP) John V Byrne. pmidanl of Oregon 
Slate University since 1984. has announced Jm intention to 
retire at the end of the year 

In a letter sent to OSU faculty and staff on Monday, Byrne 
said he plans to retire J)e( U. but is witling to stay through 
Man h 11. 19<M>. "for an orderly transition with my suraessor 

Byrne, f»7, joined the OSU fn< ulty in I960 as an associate 
professor in the Department of Oc eanography He later became 
a professor and hair of the department When the department 
evolved into the Si hoot of (Oceanography in 1972. Byrne 
tw* imn dean 

Bvme was appointed vice president for nwwiaJi and gradu- 
ate studies in 19HU 

In 1981, President Ronald Reagan named Byrne head of the 
National Oceanii and Atmospheric Administration, a position 
he held until becoming OSDs 12th president in 1984 

Byrne said that since he nearly has rear,tied his goal of over- 

seeing a period of budgetary adjustments at OSU, it is the 
appropriate time to allow room for new leadership 
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Medicinal marijuana debated 
SEATTLE (AIM The scion 

lifit; c ommunily may I*- spin on 

the medicinal value of marijua 
na but don't toll Tacoma lawyer 
Ralph Seeley it doesn't work 

Seeley said ho smoked jwit for 
the firs! time to combat nausea 
from chemotherapy treatments 
for bone cancer 

Marinol. a svnthotii version of 
the active ingredient In marijua- 
na. kept him from vomiting only 
if he took it well ahead of time, 
generally was useless once nau- 

sea set in and got him too high 
for too long. 

"You take a tablet at to a m at 
noon the next day you're still I os 

mg arguments with the door- 
knob," Seeley said 

"What I disi overed is if I retied 
on legal medit ation. I would fe- 
vers sick for n very long time and 
watch a lot of $tl! tablets dis- 
appear down the toilet and if 
1 got one down I'd ruin the next 

day, he so damned stoned I 
couldn't function," he said If 
I smoked marijuana, 5 or 10 min- 
utes later I'm dona; I'm fine 

Seeley's physician, Ernest Con- 
rad. a Seattle orthopedic surgeon 
who specializes m cancer 

patients, said he was concerned 
about the t-ffet t of the smoke on 

his patient's lungs hut still would 
prose rite- marijuana to him if he 
could 

"I don't personally feel like 
withholding that from him." Con- 
rod said lt\ a matter of w-luit 

minaI patient 
Because marijuana appears to 

help some, there's been a boom 
in "buyers < luhs" that supply 
patients who insist it gives them 
relief from their ailments and 

medical condition* 
l.aw enforc ement ofBc lals 

counter that them is no hard m i- 

antific evident e to support that 
* laim. and maripiana remain* 
illegal to prescribe Now poli< «> 

have raid ml one of the dub* 
Especially prominent among 

the complaints eased by pot is 
loss of appetite among AIDS 
patients, nausea from chemother 
apy for treatment of earn er anil 
pressure from fluid within the 
eve from glaucoma 

"There are people who are 

starving to death bet nose they 
can't get the medii me they 
need." says Joanna McKee 
"There's nothing in s< ience that 
works as good as the munchies 

She and her partner. Ronald 
Stitch” Miller, supplied seven- 

gram pill bottles of pot at little or 

no charge as "Green Gross Patient 
Go-op" until police raided their 
trailer oii H.nnbi idge Island ear 

tier this month More than lfit) 
marijuana plants were seized, in 
the biggest drug raid in memory 
on the island. Bainbridge Police 
Ghief John Sutton said. 

Allen St Pierre, deputy nation- 
al director for the National Orga- 
nization for the Reform of 
Marijuana Laws, said it was the 
first raid nationwide on any of 
the more than two dozen buyers' 
clubs One in San Francisco has 
A. MW members, St Pierre said. 

McKee, who uses a wbeelc hair 
to move more than a few feet, 
says she smokes pot to ease mus- 

cle spasms, migraines and epilep- 
sy from head and hack injuries 

Until two years ago. she mere 

!y grew her own, 

"I'd heard about AIDS 
patients," she said. "1 thought 1 

could share 
Wrong. said Sutton, 

spokesman for the multi-agency 
West Sound Narcotics Knfnn <• 

merit Team 
'What they're doing is in vio- 

lation of the law," he said 
"We've never had any kind of 
policy other than marijuana is 

illegal." 
Holly McNeill. < ase manager 

for the Kitsap County Health Dis- 
tru t HIV-AIDS Program, said she 
referred AIDS patients to Green 
Cross. 

"I don't condone it I don't 
judge it. M< Neill said. I let jnn- 
pie know if they ask about it that 
there is a way for them to get it if 
they want to 

In San Francisco, the Board of 
■Supervisors has ordered police 
to assign the lowest priority to 

enforcing the marijuana ban in 

medical cases. Me hee sough! 
similar action without suet ess on 

Bainhridge Inst year. 
She and MiHer said they sop 

plied only patients who present 
a note signed by a doctor who 
usually Identifies the < ondition 
he; 111! llr.lll-i! .1 mi agrees til mm;.. 

itor the patient's marijuana use. 

Now they're set for trial in !uIv 
on felony charges of manufac- 
turing a controlled substam «■ 

Bruce Stubbs of the Drug 
I'.n!or< ement Administration in 

Seattle said the medicinal use of 
pot has never been advocated bv 

sutist mt ia I rni'ilM a I organ: /a 

lion. 
Then! is no valid mainstream 

medical evidence that supports 
the contention that marijuana 
has medical benefits that cannot 
Im« achieved by using other drugs 
that am legal," Stubbs said. 

Tornado kills three, injures 24 
GRHA1 BARK1NC.TON Moss (AP) A team 

o( psychologists visited a si hool lor troubled boys 
1 uesday, a day after a deadly tornado careened 
through this pit turesqtie mountain town, killing 
two of the sc hoot's students and a stall member 

"1 don't think the kids really grasp the magni- 
tude,” Paul ShaftrofT, education director at the 
Kagieton S< hool, said Tuesday as the 43 surviving 
boys watched television, played cards, cleaned up 
■liter the storm or visited with the half-dowm coun- 
selors. 

"It’s beyond their real understanding," said 
ShafirofT. whose school is for mentally retarded 
boys with emotional and behavioral problems 

Two teen-agers and a PI-year-old stall nmmlier 
were reluming to the school from a shopping trip 
when the tornado hit. its 200-mph winds hurling 
their car into a stand of trees They were the only 
people confirmed killed, though two hikers were 
still missing Tuesday 

School counselor Seung “Sonny" Choi, who was 

driving, was thrown from the car and ritually hurt. 
Me was hospitalized at Berkshire Medical Center 

"He said ‘The children were belted in but 1 don’t 
know where the car is. said School Director Bruce 
Bona, who found Choi dazed and walking along a 

highway looking for the car. 

The tornado, meanwhile, ripped a swath hun- 
dreds of yards wide from the eastern New York 
county of Columbia to the Berkshire mountain town 
of Otis, about 15 miles away, as it rolled through 
the Berkshire* of western Massachusetts 

The tornado blew dow n [lower lines and snapjied 
trees 2 fuel thick It killed the three people from the 
school, injured 24 others and damaged more than 
1,200 homes and 15 businesses. 

A nursing home that lust part of its roof was 
among the buildings damaged in Croat Barrington, 
o tourist town of 7.725 residents just across the state 
line from New York The home's 120 residents wore 
eva< uated 

Damage to Great Barrington and neighboring 
towns was estimated in the millions of dollars Lt. 
C*o\ Paul ( <'llus ci said state and federal officials 
were trying to w ork out how much disaster aid the 
area may ret five 

Heralded by a gush of rain, the tornado roared 
past the Kagleton School around 7 p m., wrecking 
three student dormitories in set ends Most of the 
students were in the dining room at the time 

"They were just frightened, said Rue Staton, the 
chief administrator on dull. "I veiled for everyone 
to lav on the floor." 

About three miles away In a i ommerx ia! distrii t 

near downtown, brothers Kenny and Im- Race saw 
the storm blow their house partly off its foundation 
and take down the sei ond story 

We just looked out and I saw the trees falling 
like dominoes," said Kenny Race fie and two oth- 
ers in the house fled to the basement. One of them, 
his brother’s girlfriend, Crystal Caponigro, said, "It 
just seemed like the rumble wouldn’t stop." But 
w ithin about 20 seconds it was over 

None of the three jieople in the home was injured, 
but tiie brothers said it would probably fie impos- 
sible to rebuild. 

Hair salon ow ners Richard and Ann Klein, who 
iosi their business, were wondering how much 
their insurance company would pay to rebuild. 

What are you going to do?” asked Klein. 
"Rebuild and hope the insurance company covers 
We could lie going to a funeral." 
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