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Law student helps Guatemalan refugee gain asylum

Regina Brown
Oropon Dy Ermes add

A Guatemalan refuges running from
government persecution has found asy-
lum in the United States, thanks to Uni-
versity law student Geoff Hickox.

Hickox, who graduates this term,
learned about Mario Zappett's case
through the law school’s human rights
group, Monitor. Monitor provides legal
services for people seeking justice for
human and civil rights issues.

Zappett, a former engineering student
from the University of Guatemala, left his
native country last spring after receiving
death threats for organizing and partici-
pating in an annual parade that satirizes
the Guatemalan government, Hickox said

Guatemala is infamous for its poor
human rights record and for its alleged
pov v:nllwm-I:I%!lg&llr'tt murders and tor
ture, said Gordi Albi, the founder of Los
Amigos de los Sobrivientes, a Eugene

based organization that provides support
for Latin American torture victims and
their families

Anyone who speaks out against the
Guatemalan government places himself
in danger, Hickox said.

Zappett — who is currently living and
working in Eugene — told Hickox he
believes the death threats came from the
government because he participated in
the parade and because of his past
alwnf\mmnni in workers rights issues
Before Zappett was in Guatemala City, he
helped farmers organize for workers
rights, Hickox said

He stopped his work in the country and
transfoerred to the University of
Guatemala in Guatemala City after
Guatemalan military members began
harassing him, Hickox said. Zappett
believed military members might harm
him

“Student leadors who do anything to

help with class issues are seen as insur-
gent,” Hickox said.

The parade was staged at a delicate time
for the Guatemalan government, which
had just boen overthrown by a coup head-
od by Guatemalan President Jose Serrano,
Albi said.

When Zappett left Guatemala, he intend-
ed to go to Canada but decided to stay in
Eugene and seek asylum in the United
States after contacting Los Amigos de los
Sobrivientes. Amigos housed and sup-
ported Zappett, helping him contact Mon-
itor, Albi said

Hickox worked with Kathy Dolan from
Logal Aid for Lane County to prepare the
papers for Zappett's case, Dolan said

All three attended Zappett's interview
with the U.S. Immigration and Natural
ization Service at their office in Portland,
Hickox said

Dolan attributes the cases’ success to
Hickox, she teld the News Bureau, but

Hickox said Zappett's conduct during the
interview is what really sealed the fate of
the case

“Mario was very convincing,” Hickox
said. “"He truly believed in everything he
did in Guatemala.”

On average, only 3 percent of the
Guatemalans who apply for asylum in the
U.S. are granted it, Albi said

These cases have a low success rate
because the U.S. government claims the
political situation in Guatemala will
improve, Albi said

Albi disagrees. Her experience with
Guatemalan human rights victims tells her
that the Guatemalan government contin-
ues to torture, murder and abduct its cit-
1zens, she said

But she hopes Zappett's case is a sign
that things will change, she said

“IThe case] was important because it
might help establish a precedence for the
future,” she said

YOU CAN READ THE EMERALD FROM
ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD.

o.d.e. on the world wide web:
http:/ /darkwing.uoregon.edu/-ode

IT'S JUST LIKE REALLY BEING HERE,
BUT WITHOUT ALL THE RAIN.
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barrels of beer A day, while Portland

BrewinG CoMpANY uUses millions of workers

Yo forn out just 140 barrels a day?

Good thwg we work cheap
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from the city of Eugene, $5,000
from Lane County; $30,000 from
the state of Oregon: $19,000 in
daily fees from campers and

DOWNTOWN

Continued From Page 1

opposed the reopening of
Willamette Street, said that mea
Sure was a p-‘rfn.-lt u\.‘!ll'.;lh‘ of
the city’s shortsightedness
“The city is failing to look
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camp for next year was uncer-
tain at this point due to funding
and location issues

Weinman said the car « amp,
which is considered to be in the

ahead at the consequences of
their actions,” he said. “That is
what they failed to do when
they put a mall in the down-
town area in the first place
“They tore down the histori-
cal buildings and shut off the
streots without considering the

B ETALS cmp $18.000 from community dona-  same category as nonprofit
MEETINGS V40 1A% Continued From Page 1 tions sociol services, should be fund-
] . KELIGION Ban also said the City Coun ed by the city in the same man-
A ~ Ao iatbons will st ’
B Ty _'_'::' oS o Is G2 Hhie et e ShONIE ¢ ago when the Eugene City Coun cil allocated $10,000 for the ner as other nonprofit social
Candar Room A. For mors information, ca Wadnesday Night Student Mass tonight st cil decided to provide a legal  transition to permanent housing  services
'48.-4379 ) at the Newman Casster. A social will 6 : o TR . 31 T
Al i L . Por noesnlormattan saltwis cins site for homeless |.1|.up1| o for \m!t.l of the car ( amp resi "o Hme fo1 the car camp 1o
will meot for “Hecitage Month Study camp, said Susan Ban, executive  dents. This was the [irst year of 0.t the lntesaovernsial
' frowe S 1 7 . in the L N ~ JL 2 i H " d ¢ ove o
Break” today from 5 1o 7 pm. in the Mul MISCELLANEO director of Lane ShelterCare, the funding for housing transitions B B vyl
ticultural Canter. For mors information g y S human services fund,” Wein-
call 1464342 Fducational Opportunities Program nonprofit organization that man Richie Weinmian, housing and e = _-
X : . . o ke o o man said. “The city of Eugene is
Student Project Inc. will have s board  will offer & workshop titled “Motivatio aged the car camp this year neighborkood development sec- :
..... 2 temight from 8 10 0 {n EMU Ces today from 2 to 2:30 in Room 47 Colus ! : not in the business of delegating
e A rbamindype B, bia. Por mute infirmation. call 366584 The car camp received a total  tion manager for the city of Soetal sl =
of $§82.000 in funding for the six Eugene, said the status of the
months of operation: $20,000

The inter-governmental
human services fund is a collec-
tion of money from the city and
state that allocates funding to
social services based on need

long term consequences of their

actions,” Hvatt said

“The way this town works best
is whan citizens are part of the
decision making process. The city
needs to create citizen advisory
committees to help decide what
should happen to downtown.”
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confidence. {

Routine meetings are
so members can plan H
accordingly.

Need committed and creative student
volunteers to advise the Student Health Center
regarding programs, services, finances and health

These students will spend an average of 1-2
hours per week as members of the evolving
Committee (SHAC) helping
to guide the Student Health Center in promoting a
healthy campus through the storm of health care

and will develop interpet
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For any questions,
please call 346-4447.

delivery and its
ith issues of students,
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schedules

The 0DE Classifiesection .. much more than a placefor he rassword




