
Quake toll may reach 2,000 
KHABAROVSK. 
Russia (AP) 
Some alive. soma 

surely dead. 
thousands of 
people lay 

bunt'd Monday in the rums of an 
oil town flattened by an earth- 
quake on remote Sakhalin island 
in Russia's Far East 

Fort) eight hours alter Nefte 
gorsk collapsed as its !,000 res 

idents slept, rescuers had found 
938 survivors and about 300 IhkI 
it's Officials feared the death toll 
( ould surpass 2.000 

Rest tiers honed in on moans 
and cries from under the piles of 
brit k and concrete that once had 
been five-story Soviet-built 
apartment blocks, noted for their 
poor construction. 

When the sun sets and the res 

( Hit equipment stops, the town 
starts moaning." Russian televi- 
sion reported “These are the 
moans of those buried under the 
rubble.” 

Witnesses said Neftegorsk < ol- 
Inpsed in less than a minute 

One man har ked himself free 
with a small saw. then dug out 
his daughter with the saw ami Ins 
hands "I saw rnv daughter's 
hand and heard her voice Dad- 
dy, I’m here It took me three 
hours to get her out." he told 
NTV television. 

Authorities rushed relief sup- 
plies. field hospitals and at least 
500 rwN ue women to Neftegorsk 
aboard Indie opters and small' 
planes and dispatched an ice- 
breaker to clear a path for a hos- 
pital ships The nearest airport 
that can accommodate large car- 

go planes is 400 miles away in 
\ u7.hnn-Sakhalin.sk. and fog and 
}H«ir roads male it a gnielutg trip 

“We are racing against time, 
against hours and minutes, said 
Sergei khetagurov. deputy min- 

ister (or emergency situations 
“Rescue work tan help save vt> 

lims only in the first two or three 
days After that, there is no one 

left to save 

Sergei Shoigu. Russia's minis- 
ter for emergent \ situations, told 
the ITAR-Tass news agenc y he 
expected the death toll to surpass 
Z.OOO Me said 300 bodies had 
been found. 

Shoigu said it would take at 
1 • i'-t two weeks to t lear the nib- 
hie. 

The magnitude 7.5 quake 
struck the island at 1 01 a in Sun- 
day (0 03 a in EOT Saturday) 

The whole town collapsed," 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher 
nomyrdin said “If this had hap- 
pened in daytime, there wouldn't 
have been so many deaths 

Bodies lay on the* ground under 
blankets and cloth sc raps Mon- 
day and limbs poked out of the 
nibble as cranes plucked c onorete 
‘.S.iiis front mountains ot debris 
Stunned survivors combed 
through ruins or examined lists 
of the dead 

Some wept Others simply 
stared off into space. 

“Buildings c ollapsed like a 

house of c ards One man saved 
his family by pushing his wife 
and children out a second-story 
window," a Russian television 
correspondent said from the- 
se one 

Viktor Gurevich, vice governor 

of the .Sakhalin region. said .it 
least 100 people had been ho* 
pi tali zed. many in critical c on- 
dition Doctors said they would 
have to am potato many survivors' 
crushed arms and tags 

The miuft'd were being taken 
toon Neftegiirsk in hiispii.iU 
the regional center of Okha and 
to Khabarovsk, about 500 mile’s 
away on the Russian mainland 
Soma want taken to Vladivostok. 
000 nub’s away on the main- 

land 
it was one of lho strongest 

earthuuakes m Russia's history, 
and tne worst in thn former 
Soviet Union since a UMMt earth- 
quake in Armenia killed at least 
25.000 people President Boris 
Yeltsin planned to address the 
nation Tuesday and lamel Inde- 
pendence flay festivities on June 
12 as a mourning gesture 

The quake was t entered off- 
shore near Sakhalin's thinly 
populated northern tip Nefte- 
gorsk was -to miles northwest of 
the epu enter. 

News reports said the tremor 
destroyed about 20 five story 
bri< k buildings which dated 
from the I960*, when Soviet 
construction was especially 
shoddy Only a few smaller 
buildings remained standing 

Deputy Prime Minister Oleg 
Soskovets called the dw ision to 
build a town in such an active 
earthquake zone "ill-consul 
ered" and Construction Minister 
Ye ft m Basin said Neftegorsk 
would not lie ri’lnult 

Soskovets said oil workers 
would be brought in from the 
mainland from now on 
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Microcomputer Support Center 
202 Computing Center • 346-4402 

Monday-Friday; 9am Spin 
e,-mail: mpp@oregon 

Being a student ts hard So wv 

have made buying a Macintosh* 

easy So easy, in fact, tint |>nces on 

.Macintosh persomi! computers are 

now even lower than tkir already 

low student prices And with tlie 

Applet Conipoter loan and 90-Day 

Deferred Payment Plan, yon can 

take fxMik* a Mac'without having 

to make a single payment for up 

to 90 days Which means you can 

also take home tlie power to make 

:u rs student's life easier. Tlie power 

to be wxir best* Applet. 
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