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NHL's Jets
taying put
In Winnipeg
WINNIPEG, Manitoba (AP)
I'he \\I[][IIIJI'\' Jets are staving
put, but for how long and at
what price is unknown
[he team will announce Tues
day details of a weekend doal
that will keep the team where it
s I'he

agreement as  yel

unsigned

may include a $94
million commitment of public
monev to build an arena

Jets directors said an OvVer

whelming response’” from the

community convinced them to
keep the NHL franchise in Win
IR ELE Y

I'heir decision came after a

Minneapolis group, headed by

businessman Richard Burke

it could not « nr‘.:lsir-"-- v e
to buy ths team because of unre
solved money questions

I'he grou

D wanted assurnnoce |
|
1

Ir 1 the Manitoba gony ent
it would not have to make up
$18 mithon in losses ll.l:-i by the
city and the province over the

last two vears

NOt evervone in Winnipeg is
enthused by the turn of events
group Thin lce opposes
1c funding for the Jets and

meet Tuesday to decide its
next move
| assume they will have their
hands out for us to pay their
(Jets) losses in addition to a
new arena,” Thin lce spokesman
Jim Silver said
The publi
club’'s losses since 1991 under
an agreement that kept the team
in Winnipeg with help from the
municipal and provincial gov- |
ernments

has covered the

I'he fund-raising led by media
mogul lzzy Asper and the Man
itoba Entertainment Complex
was aimed at buying the team,
making it community-owned
and setting up an endowment
fund to cover future losses. The
group raised $60 million of its
$110 million target

'he other part ot the deal has
governments committing money

0 a new arena and entertain

ment complex

As the backbone of the superb Oregon
secondary, Cota picked up the Hoffman
Award as the team's MVP in his final season
with the Ducks. Cota was an irreplaceable
component in the Ducks' incredible run for
the Roses that paid off with a Jan. 2 trip to
Pasadena, their first such venture in 37
years,

The Ashland native recorded a career-

picked
regular

YEAR OF THE DUCK

CHAD COTA

- -8

high 91 tackles this past season o log 329
in his career, good for eighth place on the
all-ime tackles list at Oregon. Cota also

Cota's collegiate efforts were rewarded as
the 6-loot-1 safety was drafted by the
Carolina Panthers in the 7th round of the
1995 NFL Draft

off eight bails in his four years as a
in the Ducks’ delensive backfield.

Rodman benched for final play, Houston wins 94-93

SAN ANTONIO (AP) Another day,
mnother hero for the Houston Rockets

Adter a night of misfiring, fouls and frus
tration in round one of the battle for Texas
Robert HIJH', made his only basket of the
night Monday, and the Houston Rockets had
& 94-93 victory over San Antonio

I'he improbable Rockets, playing their
11th game in 20 days, took a 1-0 lead in the
best-of-7 Western Conference finals and
stole the home-court advantage from the
Spurs, who had earned it throughout the
[‘|-I\H"'- with the best record in the NBA

‘Our battle cry right now is stay humble
and stay hungry,” Heouston coach Rudy
Tomjanovich said

I'he Rockets went more than two minutes
without a field goal until Horry, who was 0
for-4 to that point, hit an open 18-footer with
6.5 seconds to play.

‘We swung it to the open man, just like
we have all season,” Horry said. 'l was sur-

prised | was so open. At that time, there was
no time to doubt voursell. I've always had
conhidence in my ability 10 hit the big shot. ™

Sean Elliott, who led the Spurs with 24
points, missed two free throws with 26.6
seconds to go and his shot from the lane
with two seconds remaining bounced off the
rim

Houston got the rebound and the defend
ing champions continued their surprising
march through the playoffs after winding up
the fifth seed in the West

Hakeem Olajuwon scored 27 despite late
foul trouble. Clyde Drexler added 25 and 12
rebounds

San Antonio’s Dennis Rodman had anoth
er strong game off the boards with 20
rebounds, but again proved how tempera
mental he can be. Several times he removed
himself from San Antonio huddles, includ
ing the last two,

When the .\[HIT'- took the floor for their

= that,” Hill said

linal shot with 6.5 seconds left, Rodman and
his tequilla sunrise colored head were not on
the court. Coeach Bob Hill s
RY. not dis ipline, that sent Rodman to the

it it was strate

bench

Dennis was not a dis

anyv way

traction tonight in
shape or form, and please print
Dennis stands or sits on thi
outskirts all vear long. H you've watched
vou've seen that

I don’t know,” Rodman said when asked
why Hill took him out of the lineup. "It
could have been a situation where I caiild 've
gotten a rebound.”

Hill said it was just a bad performance all
around

“We played with enormous complacency,
not aggressive,” Hill said. “That's the worst
performance we've had in | don’t know how
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Ailing Mitchell's fate
undecided :

Al
HWe 10CI00 A
' t i
K it
Py W ¢
}id
i
| brel wr
" 4
icly ‘
)
Yy ¥¥Vo I
W Im 3
¥
L34 n
Mt '
i ‘ ¥ } S3I0 N y
A -
vl i i
‘
{
(¥
i
‘1
e Db
i
pa
WA
(¥ 1 4
vy
¥

NFL considering
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