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Rather-Chung anchor team ends at CBS

NEW YORK (AP) — As Dan
Rather began a new chapter as
solo anchor of The CBS Evening
News on Monday, his deposed
deskmate, Connie Chung, await
od her exit from the network
whaere she spent 1H vears

Chung said she had no idea
where she would land next and
refused to speculate. She said she
planned to watch Monday's
noewscast, which the network
announced would end with a ml-
erence to her departure by Rather

"Everything that has occurred
has been disappointing,” said
Chung, from her Manhattan
apartment Monday alternoon

“But | have made my life in the’

nows business, and all the time |
Wias co-an htll’lll):. my primary
poal was to km-p our p.lﬂuvhln;a
intact. | wanted to continue that
partnership.”

Chung did not appear on the
broadcast Friday, the day after
she received word she would no
longer be co-anchor. On Satur-
day, the network made it official
Ihe two-vear Rather-Chung duo
was deemoed a failure, o judgment
borne out by their third-place
ranking

There was no progress Monday
as  negotiations  continued
between Chung's agent, Alfred
Geller, and CBS exécutives, for
what Chung characterized as “a
mutually agreeable separation.”

Although she has a little less
than a year remaining on her con
tract, viewers are unlikely to see

her on CBS News programming
again, including her magazine

show, Eve to Eve with Connie

Chung, which returns Thursday
after several weeks' hiatus

Although Chung said this
week's edition had already been
hl]wli she won't be seen anchor
ing, according to CHS News Pres
ident Eric Ober. "It would be con
fusing for the audience,” he said

Things had been increasingly
confusing at The Evening News
plagued by low ratings and
reports of nvalry betwoen the two
anchors almost since its premicre
June 1, 1993

“"We gave it two yvears.” Ober
snid

"There was no single event that
happened that forced us to make
this decision and | never believed
that it was Connie’s fault or Dan's
fault. We just decided to go back
1o o format that we think works
better, and we felt Dan was the
stronger choice ™

Hours before he retumed to the
solo format he inherited from
Walter Cronkite in 1981, said
Rather, “We took a shot It didn’t
work

Still professing his support for
Chung, he reiterated his hope she
would somehow remain alt CBS
Nuews

But that looked more than
doubtful. She has rejected alter
native assignments as demotions
and compared her plight 1o that
of Barbara Walters, the only oth
er woman to be paired with a

man on a network evening news
cast. Walters’ short-lived part
nership with Harry Reasoner on
ABC News was a ﬂup in the mid
19708

Chung's downfall comes dur
ing a difficult time in CBS his
tory. The network’s prime time
schedule, including Chung's
magazine, has languished in the
ratings’ cellar this season, thanks
in part to the delection last fall of
long-standing affiliates

Meanwhile, The Evening
News, a strong contender for sed
ond place when she joined the
broadcast, has been mired in last
|u|.|| (4]

“CBS is like the other major
networks, in that the people in
the ranking positions are older
white males,” said Valerie
Hyman, a faculty member at the
Poynter Institute journalism cen
ter in St. Petersburg, Fla

“That doesn’t necessarily
limit apportunities for women
but it certainly doesn't lead yvou
to predict that those opportuni
ties will be there

“I's not a cabal; it's what peo
ple feel comfortable with,” she
sand

Like his CBS News associates,
Rather has strenuously denied
Chung’s departure was a gender
Issue

“Barbara Walters is a friend of
mine,” Rather said, “and | would
like to think we could leave Bar
bara out of this. She's sarned .

He again voiced his support of

the co-anchor concept — unlike
Reasoner, who loudly and pub
licly objected

“1 thought we had a great
chance when we went to the dou
ble anchor to make it better
Mavbe it didn’t turn out that
way,” he said

“It took my approval for Con
nig to come 1o the co-anchor
ship. and | not only did it will
ingly. | did it enthusiastically ™

David Brinkley and the late
Chet Huntley have been the Big
I'hree networks' only successful
dual anchor team although
PHS" Robert MacNeil and Jim
Lehrer collaborated for more
than a quarter-century before
MacNeil announced he will
retire in the fall

“Huntley did one thing and
Brinkley did another,” former
NBC News President Reuven
Frank explained. “It was a total
division of lahor Brinkley cov-
ered Washington, and Huntley
covered everything else.”

Frank said the Rather-Chung
combination was doomed from
the start

“"You may not present the
intelligent viewer with a situa-
tion that makes no sense. At
least subconsciously, he's going
to resent it,” he said

“With two |Il!{l[!|l' sitting side
by side, alternately reading
items off the same
I'elePrompTer, if you take any
detached, philosophical look at
it, it’s absurd.”
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High waters hit Missouri River, push downstream

STE. GENEVIEVE, Mo. (AP) High water
that swamped towns along the Missouri Riv
er pushed downstream Monday into the
:\11'-'-1'--|p|u. threatening this historic French
settlement for the second time in two yvears

A 50-foot levee raised against the devas
tating 1993 flood held firm between the riv
er and the heart of 260-vear-old Ste
Genevieve's historic district, filled with
quaint bed-and-breakfasts, cafes and gpift
shops

“It's all very (h'\!ll‘drh']'.lll\: very llt'lttr'-ﬂ.
ing, because we weore coming along just fine
In recuperating until now. We just can’t
believe this.” said Betty Geraghty, sitting on
her porch about 100 yvards from the levee

Upstream, the Missouri crested Sunday at
16.5 feet or 11.5 feet above flood stage
al St. Charles, near the point where it joins
the Mississippi. By Monday morning, the
Missouri had dropped 1.2 feet there

By the time the crest reached St. Charles
20 miles northwest of St Louis, the Missouri
had flooded communities and cropland
along 200 miles of the river. Two deaths
waore blamed on high water in the state
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At Ste. Genevieve, about 60 miles south of
St. Louls, the Mississippi stood at 43.2 feet
Monday, or 16.2 feet over flood stage, and
was expected to crest Tuesday ot more than
43 feot

I'he sky cleared over parts of the region
Mondav, but more storms were forecast

Vern Baumann, president of the Ste
Genevieve lovee district, took a davbreak
walk along the gravel surface of the barri
cade. Lavered below the crushed rock were
sandbags first stacked in 1993

“1 think we can win this time, if the
weather holds,” said Baumann, who was
nearly swept away during the 1993 flood in
an earth mover atop a faltering levee. “We're
somewhat wiser now. We know how much
river we can take, and we know how much
wa can accomplish quickly

Outside the First Presbyterian Church, the
Rev, Kelly Allen another 1993 flood sur-
vivor — kept watch over a steadily chugging
pump, which spewed water from the build
ing’'s basement over an arm of the levee,

What's important, said Allen, is proesers
ing not only the community but its mem-

bers' faith the waters will be beaten

“There's always the looming question of
whether God is the cause of floods and dis
asters. That's an unanswerable question. |
prefer to stick with the perspective that God
accompanies us in these times, especially
to overcome the human problems of river
management,” she said

Busloads of regularly scheduled tour
groups kept arriving to see the historic town,
with the levee and the muddy niver beyond
as an added attraction

“This upsets me,"” said Bernice Lingoni,
part of a 37-member tour group from New
Orleans. “We've had flooding in New
Orleans this year, but this is worse. We feel
terrible seeing it.”

In 1993, parts of Ste. Genevieve outside
the historic district were swamped by 10 feet
of water, which filled homes and businesses
and chased away thousands of tourists

Across the Mississippi in southern [11i-
nois, extensive flooding of low-lyving areas
continued near Murphysboro. Some roads
were closed, but most of the flooding affect
ed-open farmland
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Graduating? Seeking local employment?

Have 1 got a job for you.

I am looking for one special person o take over the gardening busi
ness | have built in East Eugene over the past four years. You will be
self-employed. You will have control over your schedule. You will
take over my excellent clientele list and meet many wonderful peo-
ple. 1 am looking for someone who is honest, self-motivated, friendly,
cunous and humble. You don't need any knowledge of landscaping
or horticulture. | started out knowing nothing and so can you. My
customers just want a friendly, honest, hard-working person. An
inexperienced person may charge $8.00 an hour. An experienced
person may start with slightly more. And, you must commit 1o at beast
one vear of work. If this appeals to you, please meet me at the
bench next 10 Sundance Natural Foods (24th and Hilyard) at
10:00 a.m. on Sunday, May 28th. I'll wear a hat,
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@ Study Japanese this Swwmer
Intensive sx-week program af Lews & Clark
Cofiege in Portiand July 18-Aug 27 Study
Japanese Wnguage (3l levels) & culture
COUTSEs i ecONOMICS. Steratule and histovy
Earn 12 hours of UO cred? while living and
studying with Japanese students Ouldoor
widerness Inp included. Priy Linguage
study not required. Financial axd
scholarshups avasable

OregonJapan Summer Program
222 SW Columbla, Suite 1750
Portland, OR 97201
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