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Scorpions not as good as they were 

Irsmemov* 
my 

concwi He si was just yes- 
terday 

Acne and the 'amr a' 
tw/ ot a second-hand 

Kraco 40-Watt powfl* Booster 
f led the a* as my five-man 
posse and ! hopped into our 
1978 Trans Am We made the 
ultimate meta* journey to the 
venue that would house the inta- 
rnouS Scorpions approximately 

I i\r ihlrs 

an nOuf 

away 
On in® 

travel time 
was no 

problem as 
it P'OVfXt iO 
be quite 
valuable, 
giving u$ a 

chance to 
log a tew 

•o M i' 

*@e$ sww 
IN) sweet thoughts of teenage 
angst and mgest me familiar 
lyncs of Scorpion standards 
from crassrc albums like Low at 
first Sting and. of course. (Hack- 
Out f ew words would be ;>po 
ken as each member of tNs 
na'd rockin assemblage used 
the. lime to concentrate on what 
was to be at (east by 15-year 
ofd standards, the event ot a 

lifetime 
At that time the Scorpions 

; • / 
the exception of Van Ha ten. the 
Scorns were the hottest metal 
act gong and may had a live 
act to match 

The band ptayed to packed 
houses worldwide and quc«iy 
gamed the reputation as a 

precedent- setting heavy metat 
band 

To capture the unique concert 
expedience that had gained 
them sucn great notoriety, the 
b.rd i© World Wale l a* 
a! cn served not on!y as a live 
summary of then great success 
es in the early and mid- 5960s 
Out as a Hand held reminder of 
the fever pstch intensity that was 

so evident when this German 
band took the stage 

After staking out some pnme 
real estate smack dab tn front o! 
where frontman Klaus Meme 
would soon be stand ng we 
were, in heavy meric terms 

‘ready to rock And t wasn't 
toi-g before the rewards would 
begin to be reaped 

After ripping through some 

very familiar tunes, it became 
evident that this indeed would 
be the event of a fetime (at 
teas! until Judas Priest AC/DC 
or the WWF 's Muik Hogan came 
to town) 

M«-tie d© ghted as he 

COUWTESV PHQTC 
The Scorpions recent release, Live Bites, doesn't live up to past work 

;■»*< ted » IS now ( MMi ter Stic, 

between-song gibtXK'Sh. the 
translation of which would e ode 
even the tx.*;.t of interpreters 
Guitanst Hudy Schenker nodded 
along as he buz/ sawed his way 
through his catalog of ear-drum 
enemies 

Wi'h lists raised high and 
ghters atiame, the Scorpions 

strummed and drummed their 
way through the*? arsenal of 
caust c pubescent anthems, udi 
matety leaving the OearasH 
masses drunk w<tti melai and 
h.gh on hairspray 

So now it’s 1995. about a 
decade later and a few Dram 
celts fewer, ana the Scorpions 
have hit the road once again 
documented by their latest 
release Live Bites, a collection 
o* the band's posMVodd Wide 
Lav lows done live at several 
different locations world wide* 

Unfortunately, where Work} 
W'de Live succeeded in chroni- 
cling the glory years of the 
band, the only thing Live Sties 
succeeds m is mapping the 
down-sWe ot the Scorpions 

'We wanted at alt costs to 
avoid repeating ourselves.' 
Me ne ■»cd about tf o Defection 
of the more recent songs on the 
new release 

'Of cour se, many of our songs 
we recorded for World Wide 
Live are part of our regular 
repertoire But we didn i want to 

just reissue those Instead we 

wanted to put together a com- 
pact disc featuring some of the 
other highlights from our refier- 
toire 

A heaithy attitude, but in the 
end, Meme and the boys just 
can't pull it off like they used to 

Included on Live Biles are 
some of the band's most familiar 
post-WWt songs The opening 
"Tease-Me ! ease Me 'When 
the Smoke is Gomg Down" and 
the band's biggest tut "Winds of 
Change' highlight the 11 live 
Cuts Also included are three 
unreleased bonus studio tracks 
that, quite expectedly jump out 
and beg to be put back into the 
unreleased We 

Despite a tew sem inspired 
moments, the rest of the disc 
proves to fodder for filler with 
Maine's copacehc vocals and 
Schenker's sporadic cat-scratch 
guitar licks, as good as they are 
(m a MiH Camp sort of way), 
failing short of carrying this 
release to the heights realized 
by its predecessor World Wide 
Live 

Mu< h like !*!« itself getting old 
isn't easy, especially tor an 

agmg. and balding group of 
heavy metai heroes 

And though the Scorpions 
should be applauded for their 
unique ab my to sustain longevi- 
ty wittiout embarrassment, that 
doesn't mean we can't yearn tor 
days gone by 

CHRIS METZ 
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