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Notification bill
bad public policy

Abortion foes won a victory in the Legislature last week

wlwn the Oregon Senate passed a measure that would

uire physicians to no!iﬁr a minor's parents 48 hours
wefore before performing an abortion for her.

Senate Bill 1126, the parent-notification bill, now heads
to the House for consideration.

The bill disregards two simple facts: Laws and legis-
lators cannot force children to talk with their parents, and
teenage girls do not become pregnant by themselves.

Parent notification is flawed and it will not work.

Parents and their children must have a loving rela-
tionship before healthy communication can take place.
1£90 legislators think they can mandate parents and chil-
dren to talk to one ancther, they are naive and wrong.

Dead wrong,

Young women with unwanted pregnancies will still
find ways to have abortions without parential notifica-
tion. It may mean going to a state with less-restrictive
laws, finding a “back-alley™ abortion, or trying to con-
duct an abortion themselves, but they. will find a way.

Some argue that pre-abortion parent notification is con-
sistent with laws requiring parental consent for med-
ical procedures given to children. Some schools aren’t
allowed to give out aspirin to students without permis-
sion from Mom or Dad

. However, abortion is different. Because of the social
and moral upheaval surrounding the procedure, it can-
not be lumped with Tylenol and tonsillectomies.

Parent notification would force a pregnant teen into a
potentially volatile situation. She might not have a great
relationship with her parents, but that won't matter

Unless the young woman is in danger of abuse or if
one of her parents is drug-addicted or mentally ill, the
bill requires her to tell them.

In addition, the bill does not require a young man to
inform his parents that his girlfriend is terminating their
pregnancy. As is too often the case, the responsibility and
stigma fall only on her shoulders

H reducing abortions is an honest objective, why are
men left out of the equation?

The goals of the bill are to reduce abortions and to help
(female] minors get support during a critical point in their
lives, said bill proponent Sen. Stan Bunn, R-Newberg.

l!nfurluta.nlu-h'. neither goal will be accomplished by
SH 1126,

In a perfect world, minors wouldn’t get pregnant, and
teen abortions would be a non-issue. However, ours is a
less-than-ideal world, and children do get pregnant.

Minors must be allowed to make informed choices
about what happens with their bodies. They shouldn’t be
required to tell anyone,

Parent notification is a bad idea that will hurt young
women and reduce their reproductive options.

More important, SB 1126 shows us that as “enlight-
ened” as we have become about women's equality, a male-
dominated government can still chain the next genera-
tion of American women to the virgin-whore la%.mls of
their foremothers. Once again, young men receive the
message: you are not responsible for your penis.

e FoIMeErald

The Oregon Dady Emevaks is pubkahed dady Monday through Frday during the school
youw and Tuesday and Thursday mn? e summer by the Oragon Dady !-nadd Publistung
Co. Inc, at the University of Oregon, Eugene, Oregon

The £mevakt oporates independently o! the University with oftices at Sude 300 of the
Ert Memaonal Unon and & a member of the Assocated Press

The £ meraid s prevate property  The unlawhul removal or use of papers & prosecutable
Ly low

Editor-in-Chiefl. Kaly Solo

%Edllot Davsd Thorn News Editor Rebocca Mermtt
Editorial Robtse Roeves Sports Editor Chris Motz
MNews Art Editor Joft Pasiay Supplements Editor Tresta Noe!
Freelance Editor Lon Bettneski Night Editor Lovi Bettnaski

Associate Editors: Amy Columbo, Studen! GovernmenlActivibies, Marcelene E dwards
Community, Colleon Pohilg, Higher Education/Adminisiration

News Staff: Steve Astury, Regna Brown, Melody Corvoy, Amy L. Devenpont, Prieno Fortana,
Chayte Forman, Man Garton, Jos Harwood, Kris MHenry, Trevor Kearmey, Shannon Kk, Adam
Kncher, Samantha Martn, Mall McBrce, Mars Mc Tyre, Patrick Minford, Ben Moatwus, Natalie
Mongomeny, Anne Moser -Komieid, Shery Ramey, Natasha Shepard, Paul Van Sckie, Sean
Smith. Malhew Stffler, Mava Shine. Joremy Stinson, Kem Weess, Brian Womack, Les Jacres

Genoral Manager. Judy e
Advertising Director: Mark Water Production Manager Mo Hoss
Advertising: Anne Ampdor, Anita Bosgaes, Marco Ching, Tony Foa, Ncole Merzmank. Kelty
Lyon, Joremy Mason, Saran Michel, Tom Mtteistasd!, Kolsey Weked
Cilassified: Bocky Merchant, Manager Kyle Davia Jok Selen
Distribution: John Long, Ferenc Rakocs:, Graham Sempaon
Business: Kathy Cirbone, Supenvsor Judy Connolly
Production: Dehika McCobb. Procvchon Coovainator Shawna Abete, Tara Gautney. Braa
Joss, Molly McCanta, Jonniter Rodand, Clayton Yee
Newaroom J46-8511 Display Advertising ... 3463712
Busineas Office 348-5512 Classified Advertising J46-4343

2 Oregon Dally Emeraii Tuesday, May 16. 1095

u L MVervERLAL Meg) dre

FENTPT T surdaio st L

Senator Dole’s preferred version,
as refined by Republicans on the
Judiclary Committee, contains pro-
visions repealing the existing prohi-
bition against cancer-causing chemi-
cal residues In processed foods, pro-

Tken-: you }\ave Lt the d’\olce 1S yours

viding new defenses for companies
accused of breaking pollution laws,
and nullifying existing statutory and
court-ordered deadlines for enforc-
ing environmental laws
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Conservatism has different meanings

l-u-—.-a..

Bum “rumt K

n a campus that has been

called the Berkeley of the

Northwest, it's no won-
der that the definition of conser-
vatism has been skewed.

This is a campus where the
leading candidates argue over
who is more of a feminist. This
is o campus where a magazine
by the name of the Oregon Com-
mentator can be called consery-
ative

I can understand the confu-
sion. On this kind of campus,
anyone or anything that isa't lib-
eral or leftist is considered con-
servative, | often see people that
just about anywhere else would
be considered centrist or moder
ate, but here they are thought to
be on the right.

But just because you're right
of left doesn't mean you're a
conservative. Here, it usually
means you're actually a libertar-
ian. Yet libertarianism has a
much tighter definition of what
government’s role is than con-
servatism.

Let's draw some of those dis-
tinctions.

1 proudly classify myself as a
conservative. This classification
carries over even when I'm off-
campus or off-Eugene for that
matter.

As a conservative, | believe
the government needs to get off
the backs of Americans — be
they property owners, business
owners or parents. Just like a
majority of voters in November,
1 believe government has grown
way bevond where it needs to
be

On these kinds of issues, the
Commentator, libertarians and |
probably see eye to eye.

But, as many know, 1 don’t
believe people should be

‘allowed to do .m\tllmg and

everything their passions might
take them

Fhat’s why I'll gladly stand up
in favor of a constitutional
amendment  against  child
pornography or help limit the
prev alence of the horrors of
abortion. That's why I'll gladly
stand up against ballot measures
that allow doctors to assist in
their patient’s suicide

Libertarians, especially on the
issue of life, usually don't agree
with these tenets. They'me social
liberals

Conservatives believe in a cer-
tain balance between making
sure government doesn't do too
much to intrude, and realizing
that government has a place in
keeping a sort of normalcy and
values in place to help retain
arder in society

However, libertarians don’t
subscribe to this balance to the
degree conservatives do
Whether it be legalizing pot or
putting the brakes on restoring
values to culture, the approach
of “freedom in everything”
draws a distinct line between
the two ideologies

As we see in the Commentator,
ideas of free-thought and free-
market are given free reign, But
the ideals of social conservatism
are not given much of a voice

As further evidence of liber-
tarianism at the Commentator ,
Ed Carson, the former news edi-
tor of the publication, now works
for a national libertarian maga-
zine,

Yet, the Commentator contin-
ues to say in its mission state-
ment, “Our main purpose is to
show students that a political
philosophy of conservatism... is
an intelligent way of looking at
the world.”

I'm not saying this to whine
because my point of view is not
gracing the pages of what is gen-
erally agreed to be the most hat-
ed institution on campus.

And believe me, it's not
because the Commentator
attacks the Emeruld. People
should know by now that I am
more thick-skinned than that.

I'm simply sick and very tired
of being lumped in with the lib-
ertarians on campus of which
the Commentator is the stan-
dard-bearer for

Take the latest issue of the
Oregon Voice . It did a semi
decent job of il.lrtrii\ ing the
Commentator (or the Oregon
Commonhater as it called it). In
it, the writers made frequent ref-
erences to Rush Limbaugh as
being a major influence on the
real Commentator's writers.

Rush Limbaugh, though, is a
conservative. He's is pro-life
He's no libertarian. Despite his
abrasive style, he has been
called by the nation’s premiere
conservative commenlary maga-
zine, National Review, the
“leader of the opposition.”

As mentioned before, this
doesn’t mean 1 disagree with
everything the Commentator
prints. Libertarianism can often
swerve into conservative ideolo-
gies

On the issue of its tone, |
would contend that at times the
Commentator has become so
shrill, it has damaged its posi-
tion as a serious commentary
magazine. The “Hate” issue was
probably a good example of this
Believe me, satire is something |
love. Orwell is a favorite of
mine. But there's a fine line
between satire and just “going-
off” for the seeming mere joy of
1.

Yet beyond just the pages of
the Commentator, students and
faculty alike need to realize that
just because someone is to the
right of the left, it does not mean
they're conservative, Daring to
say that multiculturalism has
some flaws or capitalism is a
good thing is not necessarily
indicative of conservatism. The
only thing that can be said for
sure is that they're not liberals

Being truly conservative
means embracing social conser-
vatism. For only upon those
great ideals will our country tru-
ly progress in liberty

Brian Womack is a columnist for
the Emerald




