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Bigoted speech threatens unity 
Samuel Gochtor 

Mv 
name is Samuel 

Gechter. and I am a 

University student and 
the President of Uillei The 
Foundation for Jewish Campus 
Life 1 speak not for the Jewish 
community but ns member of it 
— a member who cannot stand 
to be silent when bigotry and 
hate return to our campus 

l-ast year was not easy for eth- 
nic groups on campus. Jews 
included Incorrect ignorant or 
blatant anti-Semitic remarks 
were frequently made in letters 
to the editor published in tJie 
Emerald, in a demonstration 
after tlte Hebron massacre and 
by speakers brought to tliis cam- 

pus. Comments of this nature 
were so common and so visible 
that sometimes it felt almost 
dangerous for us to express our 

culture 

At the beginning of this 
m hool year after one of Millet's 
welcome-week events, a number 
of us were sitting outside on tin- 
grass by the KMIJ. The sun yvas 

setting and yve were play ing gui- 
tar and singing songs in Hebrew. 
Someone, a second- or third- 
year student said " You know, 
tliis is the first time that I feel 
comfortable being Jewish on this 
campus." 

Why am I telling you this? 
Because creating an environment 

" that well nines the expression o( 
a people's culture con lie a frag- 
ile thing, easily disturbed. I am 

telling you because today a 

speaker who last year made 
inflammatory. anti-Semitic com- 

ments has returned to campus 
The Muslim Student Association 
has invited Mohammad Al-Asi to 
speak on Palestinian/Israeli 
issues. 

Let me make it clear that I do 
not intend to detrai t from the 
right of the MSA to bring Mr Al- 
Asi to campus or from the right 
of people to go and hear him 
undisturbed I have nothing 

against the MS \ After .1 meet 

ing with its director and with 
tin’ former and present director* 
of the Jewish Student Union. 1 
am glad to sav that we all have 
mm h more in < omtnon than 
not I have much respect for the 
direi tor of the MSA and he is 

dear on the distinction between 
American Jews and Israeli 
Authorities 

I sense that the people who 
prepared the fliers may not be as 

clear on those distinctions or on 

the distinction between geno 
( ide and other forms of oppres- 
sion 

Hut that is not what I am vv ril- 

ing about. 

I am writing to express my 
extreme disapproval of inviting 
speakers who have made racist 
or bigoted comments, no matter 
what the topic of their speech is 

Inviting a bigot to speak on our 

campus is. however unmten 

tionally. supporting bigotry 
As (iuido Calabrese Dean of 

tho Vale Law School, said in a 

statement he issued when a sim- 
ilar situation occurred on his 
campus in 1990. "The support 
such invitations give to blatant 
bigotry, and the hurt they do to 
others in our community far out 

weigh what one can learn from 
directly experiencing the Ingot 

Bringing a bigot to speak on 

campus, no matter what the top- 
ic. gives tacit approval to that 
bigot and damages the cultural- 
ly welcoming env ironment we 

strive to foster here 

I am not speaking out to 
denounce anyone of tins com 

in unity. I am not intending to 

slight the MSA or anyone else 
who supports bringing Mr Al 
Asi to campus We are all part of 
the same community here, and 
my intention is to strengthen our 

community, not divide it I am 

speaking out against what is. for 
me, their error insensitivity to 
the needs of other groups, and 

unintentionally. support of big- 
otry. 

I believe in clunw It this man 
has shifted his beliefs, then let 
him say so today and every 
where he goes so that we may 
know Until that time, if ever, i 
urge tfie < atnptis community to 

speak out in support of the w«l 
coming environment wn w ish to 

create hero to speak out 
against bigotry and those who 
wish to incite hate 

We have -.-mi we are a anipns 
committed to diversity We have 
said we do not just tolerate 
diversity, but honor, celebrate 
and empower the diverse cut 
tores of this ommunitv 

This is not just about the 
Palestinian/Israeli issue It is 
about the tvj>e of limate we live 
in — at limate that affects the 
degree to which vve an or < an- 

nul express our heritage, our 

ethnicity our culture, ourselves 
Let Hillel and the Jewish Stu- 
dent Union know your stand; let 
the MSA know your stand 
Write to the Umttmldand tell tin- 
campus your stand 

Io quote Mr Ualahresi I 
pray that all m tins fragile hut 

worthy plat e will try to under 
stand what motivates those who 
bold, so deeply, views, so differ” 
ent. on this issue, til the hope 
that in time the wounds that this 
event is causing on all sides may 
heal, and even from these 
wounds we may all have 
learned something of value 
about the needs, weaknesses, 
and fundamental humanity of 
all our sisters and brothers in 
this school 

(Anyone w ishing to obtain .1 

complete cop\ of Mr (ialabrest •. 

statement or just wishing to fur 
ther discuss this issue may send 
me an e-mail message at 

sge» hterstgladstone ) 

Samuel Gechter is a pre husi 
ness major at Ihr University, 
and he is also the executive 

president of lldlel The h'oun 
datum for Jewish Campus Life 
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Quick Service and a Fair Price " 

GET THE 
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EUGENE HOTLINE 686-5808 
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Clinic to cover the basics of nautical charts, prudent route finding and navigation, 
understanding tides and currents and pre-trip navigation planning Come with 
basic compass knowlege as orienteering will not be covered 

Thursday May 18th, 7:30 p.m. 
The Outdoor Program room • FREE 

UO Outdoor Program 346-4365 
r 

Our way to thank this year's staff, trip initiators and participants 
and to celebrate the coming of summer! Join us for windsurfing, 

canoeing, kayaking, sailing, volleyball, footbag and feasting. 
SATURDAY MAY 20, 1:00 PM 

BAKER BAY, DORENA RESERVOIR. Call for directions 
Bring something for the feast and your own beverage and toys 


