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Restraining order requests rise

Mara Stine
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merely being reported mom often hushand, () Simpson, is on tri w

A local woman was thrown
five feet before her husband
grabbed her hair, forcing her head
back, and held a knife to her
throat

“He let my head go and held
the knife to my chin and then to
my right cheekbone and said he
would kill me."” she wrote in her
request for a restraining order
against him

This is one of the many stories
of domestic violence that unfolds
as people try to get the court’s
help in keeping an abusive per-
son out of their lives

Some consider restraining
orders to be rare, a last resort to
stop abuse, but Lane County civ
il court records show that
requests for restraining orders
made during the first three
months of this year have more
than tripled since the same three
month period four years ago

From January to March of
1991, 122 requests were made
compared to 415 made [rom Jan
uary to March of this vear,
according to statistics complied
by the Oregon Department of Jus
fice

I'he statistics, however do not
document whether domestic vio

lence is increasing, or if it

Gates said abuse is increasing
because more abusers are frus
trated and feel out of control due
to a struggling economy and high
unemployment rates

These feelings are taken out
violently on those smaller than
them. usually women and chil
dren.” he said

Jenniter Beach, assistant direc-
tor for Womenspace in Eugene
agreed with Gates that abuse is
ncreasing

“Those who are using our cri
sis line and-shelter are reporting
more serious physical violence
than in the past,” she said

In our society, she said, men
are taught to be violent. She cit
ed an old English law that
allowed men to beat their wives
as long as the stick used was not
thicker than the abuser’s thumb

Gates said women are becom-
ing more aware of available
resources and are mom willing to
use them than in the past

"Women are talking about
domestic violence and support
services more because they are
finally being told it's not their
fault,” Gates said

People are also learning that
1's not just poor, black women
I1\.!'-l|.I-"-I"':.'-"ij !ll'-“ |'|‘\.1;l! it
ing the Nicole Brown murder in

June 1994 as an ex l:l:}ll_n‘ Her ox

al for the crime

“This case more than anyvthing
has increased awaroness,” Beach
said, explaining that mainstream
America has realized that if an
upper-class woman with mon-
oy and options can be stuck in a
cycle of domestic violence. it can
happen to anyone

The murder also served as a
rude awakening for local batternd
women, she said

Beach said the crisis line
which before the murder mcpived
approximately seven calls a day
was suddenly bombarded with
10 alter 1t

‘A ]llt'_L'_t' number of |,|l'u|rh'
called, scared out of their minds
that they would end up dead,”
she said, adding that the murder
set a trend for abusers who start
ed telling their victims “1'll do
vou like Simpson” or “You think
what Nicole got was bad?”

She said crisis line calls have
since decrsased but not to the lev
¢l received before the Simpson
Case

In addition, a second shelter
wis opened for three months
Wter the murder to meest the
increased demand for services

Beach also sald the center
received another boost in service
demands during the first week of

0).]. Simpson’s trial

Money prizes up to $100 for
best photos
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The Copy Shop
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136 E. 11th « Eugene, OR.
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LIVE
ENTERTAINMENT
NIGHTLY

FREE POOL
Every day until ® pm.
Sunday & Monday all day
Pinball &
FREE Fooaball

Smokers Welcome

See our concert schedule in
Fridayhs Entertainment section

Take The EasyWay
Out Of College.

Show everyone how smart you are - rent a Ryder truck and make it easy on yourself. With power steering, automatic transmis
sion, air conditioning and AM/FM stereo, Ryder trucks are easy to drive. And your Ryder Dealer has all the boxes and supplies you
need. There's even a 24-hour roadside assistance line 10 keep you rolling. Plus, your Student 1D entitles you to special savings!

S0, call your local Ryder Dealer or 1-800-GO-RYDER (467-9337) and make your reservation today %
Then move to the head of the class mn, t
Eugene Eugene Eugene Springfield i
Dorn Truck Center Valley River Storage Kexius Forest Products Watson's Glass . .

2288 Highway 99 North 1210 Willagillespie Road
(503) 689-6335 (503) 344-9938

750 Chambers
(503) 342-4640

111 Main Street
(503) 741-1561

Have a nice da

And while you're at it, come to the Emerald open house, Suite 300 EMU, Tuesday, May 9th from 1-4pm.
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