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Mall Rats speak up for

downtown

Ben Moebius

The large fountain that sits
the center of the downtown mall
on Willamelte
than a

olreet 1S more
l;;tl"!il;lnlluf‘l'
crete to the kKids who have lived

on and around it for years

Fhat fountain is one of us
t's & Mall Rat,” said
homeless man who identifies

sell with the group

he Mall Rats are a homeless
¥ il who look out (LT
othe s 0 Uy it system
according to Richard Walker
inother member of the grougp

Duck and Walker said the
proposed measure 1o
Willwme reel, which runs
through the Fugene Mall
between HBth

reopen

nd 10th avenues
attitude

toward homelessness. “We are

reveals the city's

maore than being ignored on this
issue,” Duck said. "We are

ing swept under the carpet

',-!'. !IP"':l
ars,” Duck said

a to

neglected for

Resturing to the nonfunctional

monolith that has become a
point ol controversy in the
reopening debate. “We also

have been neglected for yvears

TThe city thinks it can just

tear down that fountain and all

the mall's problems will go

away, including us,” Duck said
Fhat's not Roing to '!|.l||,rin'::
Fhe fate of Willamette Street

will be decided on May 16 in a

vote-by-mail election. The pro
posed cost of tha
$1.3 million,

S200.000 1o

measun §3
including

demolish the cen

fountain

have I."'".".
e debate and

ivee been cast in a negative

We are being told that we ars

15 |m able as the fountain
\‘l plker said We are not crimi
nals and drug dealers I'he

ority of the people out here
have bad family situations

hat's why they're here

‘\.‘..'.-' L] 1 1
i missin 1 t
g,ju.;;r.,,-..-.”,. (L83 '
id E.) Mall Rat
T h trv ¢ f out her
Ihis city will eventually

have to wake up to the home
Duck said

be torn down.'

loss l'!'l!!il‘i!.
“because it cant

l‘rn;m:.r::['\ ol the

measure

claim that the fountain area is a

haven for vagrants and drug
dealers because they are larpely
out of public view. They say

reopening the street will make
those criminal activities more
visihle

he Willamette design calls

or a two-way, two-lane stree!
17 short term parking stalls
raised Ccrosswialks wide side

valks with brick overlay and

wut 20 planted trees. The

tremsl wi o e no designated

o8, butl b YOie signs

in P arning e AN DRI i

it i i1 i il

OO0 1o 6, 500 vehacles would
wn thi €t raapmt & ] 111
1 day

Eugene’s Saturday Market
celebrates 25th annlversary

TonyLysua

[

'8 oalurday Marke i
ath a Ve rsas it
urday with ve rs 1
and musiclians rounding out ti
crowd that gathered to mark the

oLoeasion

Palm reader June Popelka sat

1 wooden valct 0
ipe ol i Cl
their way through the 1

kot

“The .\!:I'.nnpf:vl’v IS S50 waon
derful here she said It's
warm and all the people are
friendly. We have a gallery back
in Hlinois. I'd sure love to sell
some of this stuff back there

Popelka flew in from Bloo
ington Normal, 1l1., to visit .‘m.
daughter, Ambriel Leilani, who
reads Tarot cards at the market
She's visited the market more
than a dozen times since her
daughter set up a booth here
SUVen years ago

Since Saturday Market begar
in 1970, hundreds of artisans
selling jewelry, ceramics, wood
working, stained glass, candles
and countless other goods have
set up shop in Eugene and
stayed

Barbara Irvine has been sell
ing her porcelain pottery and
fabric wall hangings here since
1983, “It's been fun to see the
growth of Saturday Market. | see
it as a mini-community of differ-
ent kinds of people who can
make things work,"” she said

“There are so many extremes
of people. It's really like the

vorld. Az |
Would i " i1l 1 of
the wi 1« 1id do that
Promaots th rks
‘:_ | 1 i Vi Iy
th JiiT
jrenedd 10
r in 1970
Wi oday
HOO mem
b il ol those
andors séll their woods each
weekend in the marketplace at
Eighth and Oak streets in down
town Eugene
Vendors jravy \.\ t";""
cent of their sales for each day
they sell in the market place. All

goods must be crafted by the

vendor

I awrence Page has | §TLIE3Y]
member ol the \{Hb' t lor live
vears., He crafts ‘.!..:!:1'11 glass

II-IE.F'HiIl'\I l!'!ll"- -l]‘.ll bl 'I:i!rilr"
sald he got his

stained glass back

Pagan start in
in college
after he followed a girl he didnt
know into a stained glass class
I'he relationship with the yvoung
woman never worked out he
never went to the class and he
found himself stuck with a
bunch of stained glass tools
Rather than sell the tools he
sat around and figured it out
market on

town and

Pagan discovered the
his way through
decided to stay

“It's a real homey
atmosphere,” he said. “It's one
big happy family. Everybody
takes care of each other and
watches each other's back. It
doesn’t hurt that it’s cheap to
sell here, either

laid-back



