o
Y
T o

7 b,
5
l““ -

% W LS

B g

Tibetan monk brings Buddha’s message to University

Seung Kim
¢ the Orapon Dady £ mevak?

Before arriving in Eugene five months
ago to serve as a visiting professor 1o the
University, Thubten Tashi had lived a
quiet life as a Tibetan monk

For 25 years he tirelessly dedicated his
life to learning the Buddha's way at the
Sern monastery in Southern India. When
he was 13, he unwillingly began his life
as o monk at the request of his parents
Like most teenagers, he just wanted to
play and certainly did not want to think
about the rest of his life

Looking back, however, Tashi said he
has no regrets and believes his parents’
decision has given him an opportunity to
lead a life of peace and eventual libera
tion from all suffering

How Tashi arrived in Eugene is a story
of friendship. In 1991, Ken Lieberman, o

| T s III[I?K\ i:lufl's\lrl al
| the University, came
1o the Sera monastery
| to study Tibetan Bud-
| dhism. Tashi, one of
| the few monks who
| spoke a little English
| befnended Lieberman
and introduced him to
1 teachers who Tashi
#t thought could help
TASHI ~him best
Before returning to the
United States, Lieberman invited Tashi to
visit America. Tashi explained that he
knew hittle of American culture then. He
envisioned this country to be wealthy
and developed, and he had heard that
Americans worked hard and staved very
busy. Though he was content to stay at

the monastery, he saw a great opportuni
ty to improve his English

In the past few years, Western interest
in Tibetan Buddhism has sharply risen
Unfortunately language has been a bar
rier to accurately communicating Bud
dha’s doctrine. So, Tashi took the chance
to better communicate Buddha's teach-
ings and accepted Lieberman’s invitation

This term, Thubten Tashi is teaching
an introductory course on Tibetan Bud
dhism. Because of the inherent difficulty
of communicating ideas such as empti
ness, suffering. and cyclic existence, stu
dents cannot expect to comprehend Bud-
dhism in one briefl term. Also, Tashi's
English vocabulary is still limited, so stu
dents often find 1t difficult to clearly
grasp some of the terse and almost
untranslatable concepts

Tashi said he does not consider himself
just a teacher. He simply wishes to share
his experience and knowledge with
friends while having an opportumty to

improve his speaking skills. The students
help him with pronunciation and word
usage. and he generously shares his
words of « ompassion The other joy for
Fashi is seeing many students from dif
ferent religious and non- r"llgllm\ back
grounds come together to learn about
Buddhism. Christians, atheists, Taoists
Moslems, and Jews all relate harmo-
niously and share each others thoughts
and feelings

Buddha encouraged his disciples to
become familiar with other mligions and
to learn from them, Tashi said. So as he
shares Tibetan Buddhism, he gains a per
spective of many different religions as
\.n'”

Iashi said that this « ooperative fusing
of thoughts could be a wonderful model
for how religions can be discussed peace
fully without hostility and criticism
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Travel and Tourism is Oregon’'s third-largest industry!
The U0 Continuation Center's Summer Program lor Travel Careers
training starts June 12th in Eugene. This 10-week course includes
« internet Information on worldwide travel » Hands-on Computer
Reservations System training = Tour package design and escorting

Travel Careers Information Evening
Please join us for this free informational
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OS5U signed a contract with
SelectCare this fall and students
now pay 5150 a term for cover
age. With this program, students
pay no deductible; clinic visits
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