
Tibetan monk brings Buddha’s message to University 
avuny r\im 

I (V tfw ('began Oa»y (ir*#akl 

Before arriving in Kugene five months 
ago to serve ns a visiting professor to the 
University, Thuhten Tasht had lived n 

quiet life ns n TiH«t.-in monk 
For 2f> years ho tirelessly dedicated his 

life to learning the Buddha's wav at the 
Sera monastery in Southern India When 
ho was 1 t, he unwillingly I organ Ills life 
as a monk at the request of his parents 
I.ike most teenagers, lie just wanted to 

play and ertainly did not want to think 
about the rest of his life 

Looking liai k, however, fashi said he 
has no regrets and lielleves his parents' 
der ision has given (urn an opportunity to 
lead a life of peace and eventual libera- 
tion from all suffering 

How 'fashi arrived in btigeno is .1 story 
of friendship In 1901, hen l.ioliermnn. a 

i sociology pruiessoi 
the University, ram* 

to the Sera monastery 
I in study Tibetan Hud- 
j dhi*m Tsshi. one of 
I the few monks who 

spoke i little Kngllsh. 
befriended I.ieljertnan 
ami introduced him to 
teal hers who Tashi 
thought could help 

in me pass tew vcnr-.. wi-siem imerosr 

in Tibetan Buddhism has sharply risen 
Unfortunately, language ha* been a bar- 
rier to accurately r ommunicating Burl 
riba'* dot trine So, Tashl took the i ham e 

to better communicate Buddha's tear fl- 
ings and accepted Lieherman'it invitation 

This term. Thubten Tashi i* leaching 
an introductory course on Tibetan Bud- 
dhism Because of the inherent difficulty 
of communicating ideas such ns empti- 
ness suffering, and cyclic existence, stu- 
dent* cannot expect to comprehend Bud- 
dhism in one brief term Also. Tashi's 
Knglish vocabulary is still limited so stu- 
dents often find it difficult to learlv 
grasp some of the terse and almost 
untranslatable concepts 

Tashi said he doe* not consider himself 
fust a teac her He simply wishes to share 
his experience and knowledge with 
friends while having an opportunity to 

improve ms tp-.uing skins i he student* 

help him with proaunr latum and word 
usage, and he gantiroutly shares his 
word* of compassion The other joy for 
Tashi is swing many student* from dif- 
ferent religious and non-religious bin k 
grounds come together to learn about 
Buddhism Christians, atheists, Taoists. 
Moslems, and jews all relate harmo- 
niously and share each others thoughts 
and feelings 

Buddha cm ouraged his disi iples to 
fas ume familiar with other religions and 
to learn from them. Tashi said So as he 
shares Tibetan Buddhism, he gains a jwir 
spective of many different religions as 

well. 

Tashi sai<l that this cooperative fusing 
of thoughts could lie a wonderful model 
for how religions can Ire discussed pea< e 

fully without hostility and criticism 

i asm 
Before returning to the 

United Stales, l.iofxirmflJi invited Tashi to 
visit Amerii a Tasht explained that he 
knew little of American culture then He 
envisioned tins country to l>e wealthy 
and developed, and he had heard that 
Americans worked hard and staved very 
busy Though he vs .is c ontent to stay at 
the monastery, he saw a great opportuni- 
ty to improve his English 

Bill would allow students to arrange health-care coverage 
Mara Stine 

The state House Commerce 
Committee unanimously passed 
Senate Hill SOU Wednesday tint 
the entire House will probably 
not vote on the hill until next 

e.-t ..lid |,.ne I es'.i.r the leg 
islativc director of the Oregon 
Student lobby 

If passed, the hill would allow 
university students to arrange 
student health lllsufum pull 
les and eliminate non-compit 

ant e w ith urrcnt state insur 
mute regulations 

( begun State l huversitv is the 

only state si hool where students 
are in charge of administering 
insurant e polii les 

"It's good hands-on experi- 
ence tu know Imw the insurants- 
polit les affci t people." said 
April Waddy OSl \ student 
body president Insurance is not 
as ornplit a ted ns people think, 
she said, and students find it 
easy once they Ihk nine familiar 
yvith the \y stem 

A < nmmillw (DiniKMMKi of live 
students, a student health c.linif 
representative and the student 
body president bids on pole les 

md dei ides -a tm !i omp-tm to 

htiv from A consultant rese.m ti- 
es insurance ompantes and 
advises the committee 

Students have administered 
health insnrame tit OSU for 20 
\ ears, she said 

In I OHO. the University 
administration gave students the 
re\|t: insitii I it \ of .niminister ng 
student health insurance In 

file administration re as 

stinted responsihili!v for the 
programs and the health < enter 
has situ e taken over that task 

Bob Petit, the University 
health enter's medical adminis- 
trator. said tins is advantageous 
because professionals who are 

committed to the health care 

field c an deal with insurance 
full-time while students can't 

l hese plans are mui It mure 

complex than the\ were Jo 

years ago." he said "The iusur- 

ante industry went through 
tremendous convulsions yvith 
higher premiums and tmiding 
yvars 

The University hires an insur- 
ance consultant and a student 
health insurance coordinator, 
and students help develop 
insurant e polo ies through a 

< nmmittee of nine students, four 
fat ulty members and five repre- 
sentatives from the health center 
and the University The commit- 
tee then tells the health t enter 
what it wants to see and the 
health center works out the 
details, 

If wo were running it con- 

trary to what fthe Students! 
wanted to see and/or gouging 
the student, it would tie another 
story ,'' he said 

However. VVaddy said stu 
dents know what students vsant, 
so it makes sense for them to 
administer the policies 

For instance, OSU students 
wanted to he insured hy a 

Health Muntenani e Organize- 

tion. or IIMO. whii h contrat is 
doctors and hospitals and puls 
them on a list of preferred 
providers HMD s provide cov- 

erage to people with insurant e 

who then pay a small lee t ailed 
a co-payment The rest of the 
bill is paid In the insurance 
t om pan y 

OSti signed a contract with 
Selet tCare this fall and students 
now pay Slr>0 a term for cover 

age With this program, students 
pay no deductible, clinic visits 
are free, and students pay $Ti per 
visit It> tint tors and hospitals 
that tire on the preferred 
providers list 

“The students said, 'It's quit k 
it's easy, it's cheap, and it's 

everything we want in a plan.' 
hut the administration and 
health center weren't in favor of 
an HM().‘ W'addy said. Now 
the\ see the benefits of the plan. 
be< atise every doctor and phar- 
mat ist in Corvallis has a con- 

trol t with Selet tCare, she said 
At the University the insur- 

anco company pays 70 percent 
of the bill, anti students pay a 

$200 deductible and any 
remaining < barges In addition, 
students must also pay for the 
plan. A single student plan costs 
$572 a \ ear 

"I'm not convinced there is 
any one approach that is neves 

sarily hotter than another.’* Petit 
said. "Ours is actually cheaper 
than (()M p«J," ha said, referring 
to a plan lor international stu- 
dents. which costs $4')2 a year 

with no deductible 
Bids from HMO companies on 

next year's polii ies ware more 

expensive than > urrent ones In- 
said. 

OSU students who pay $150 
for insurance during the sum- 

mer can go to non-preferred 
providers anywhere in the Unit- 
ed States, Waddv said. Select- 
Q»re pays 70 percent of the bill 
and the students pay the rest 

The University's policies also 
cover students during the sum- 

mer. Petit said. 

cl A 1/ 

Watercolor 
CELEBRATION! 

YOUR TICKET TO SUCCESS. 
Travel and Tourism is Oregon's third-largest industry1 
The UO Continuation Center's Summer Program tor Travel Careers 
training starts June 1?th in Eugene This 10-week course includes 
• Internet Information on worldwide travel • Hands-on Computer 
Reservations System training • Tour package design and escorting 

Travel Careers Information Evening 
Please join us tor this free informational 
seminal at 7:00 pm on Wednesday. 
May 24th at the Riverfront Research Par* 
Please call (or reservations 
as space is limited 

l nivernty of Oregon 
(503) 346-3537 Continuation Center 

BLUES MM $1.00 
I VERY MONDAY/ 

FRI i MAY 

SAVOY 
BROWN 
WED 10 MAY 

BLACK 
CURRANT JAM 
THU 11 MAY 

BIG BROTHER & 
The HOIPIN’G CO. 

Watercolor Brushes 

& Wmsor & Newton 

Watercolors 
Watercolor 
Paper Sale! 
D'Arches, Fabriano, 
Winsor & Newton, 
Whatman, & mort! 

DAILY 
SPECIALS! 

Oregon 

683-2787 
720 East 13th Avc., upstairs in the University Center Building 
8 30-7 00 Mon fn ) 0 00 5 30 So* 1200 530Suo 

Sol* » V \ 4 Urr»t*cj to ikxfc orv horxi 

Emerald open house 
300 EMU • Tuesday, May 9,1 -4 

♦•II your faraway family and frionds to 
road tho Oregon daily omorald 

now availablo on tho world wido wob 

http://darkwing.uorogon.odu/~odo 
6 Orogon Dtufy Envrak) Friday May 5. 1906 

ODE Classifieds... 
Worth Looking Into! 


