
20,000 Cubans allowed into U.S. 
»» .\o!UNX» I v)N (Ar) In a sudden rtnt'rsal. 

President Clinton agreed i uesday to allow some 
20.000 Cubans into tin? United States after months 
of detention at Guantanamo Bav Hut hi’ said any 
more Cubans who fits* their country will lx* forcibly 
returned home 

Cufwin-Ameni an loaders expressed delight that 
people detained at the l S naval base in (,iiim 
would be [lennitted to migrate, but they comptaimxi 
bitterly that future rehtgees would be turned away 

Some Republicans act used Clinton of shutting 
the doors on a safe haven that for 3% veers has b*x k 
oned Cuban* fltx-ing Fidel Castro's communist state 

"It's a very lamentable de< lsion." said Republi- 
can Rep Henna Roslehtmen, who represents the 
Miami area 

"How sad it is that the United Statens is now- 

viewed as an accomplice in Castro's repression of 
the Cuban people." said Son Jesse Helms, R N ( 
the chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations ( aim 

mitteo 
Responding to the Republican complaints. 

White House press secretary Mike M< Ctirrv said 
"The question is. Do they propose to let thuse folks 
rot m (.aunlanaino or lie reunited with their fami- 
lies?" 

"Or do they propose to open the doors in Flori- 
da and accept thousands of new immigrants-’ They 
have to answer to the strain that would be pla< ed 
on ommunities throughout th< Met 
said. 

Sen Bob Graham. D-Fla said on the Senate 
floor that Clinton’s dm ision "was a difficult one 

While endorsing ( lintim's policy (.raham said the 
return of future refugees to Cuba 'causes great con 

cent to many people. Including myself." 
Fhere were indications of a serious rift in the 

administration over tie- new polit \ Dennis Hays 
the State Department's coordinator for Cuban affairs, 
and Ins deputy Siam v Mason, rsked to be re,is 

signed in protest of the decision to repatriate flee- 
ing Cubans, offii iais said. 

Hay s headed the l! S delegation to three rounds 
of talks yvith Cuban officials on migration issues, 
most recently two weeks ago in New York He is 

known as a strong supporter of the U S trade embar- 
go against Cuba and to have close ties to conserv- 

ative Cuban-American lawmakers. 
Secretary of State Warren ( ihristopher called Hays 

and expressed regret about his dei ision and said 
be understood Ins reasons. Christopher also said 
he would recommend that Hays be reassigned expe- 
ditiously to another (lost in the Latin America 
bureau. 

The decision to admit refugees from Guantanamo 
stemmed largely from fears of civil disturbances by 
Cubans frustrated by their t aptivitv and angry about 
a policy that until now excluded them from the 
United States U S offii ials say 2G,!I16 Cubans are 

being field at Guantanamo 

r 

Some (1,000 American troops an? stationed at 
Guantanamo, ami the administration said it was 
im roaxinglv concerned about their safety 

Moreover it has Itoen costing the United States 
$1 million a day to guard the Cubans and tiie admin- 
istration was fai ing a SUM) million bill to upgrade 
the camps 

! lie White House said that relatively few" of 
the Cubans in Guantanamo would not qualify for 
admission to the l anted States, those deemed inel- 
igible will lie returned to Havana Fhe remainder 
will be gradually admitted to the United States 
under a polio that allows up to 20.000 legal 
entrants oar h year from Cuba 

The [levs policy vs.IS Strut k in secret talks 
between Underset ret ary of State Set retarv of State 
f’eter i arnoff and Ricardo Alarcon, a former diplo- 
mat who is now Cuban National Assembly pram- 
dent, a State Department official said t he agree- 
ment was corn hided this past weekend in Toron- 
to after an earlier round in New York, the of fit ml 
said speaking on condition of anonymity 

Administration offit nils dest.rdied the at t ortl as 
•i narrow agreem.-M th it dees net ,i!!e< ! Washing 
ton s estrangement from Havana 

Attorney General Janet Reno said the new poll- 
t v had three goals to regularize migration prot.e 
dures with Cuba, to provide a hunuinitan.iit snlu 
tion to the volatile situation at Guantanamo and to 

prevent another iitu.tml rol Its I exodus of (rtbani on 
rafts and rickety boats from their homeland 

"Cubans must know that the only way to come 

to the United States is bv applying in Cuba." Reno 
said 

Castro's government has promised that Cubans 
who try to reach the United States and are 
returned home "will suffer no adverse t onxc- 

ipieiu es or reprisals of any sort Reno said 
The administration hr. been wrestling n\ ,-r 

Cuban migration polit v since last summer when 
nearly 35,000 people tried to root h Honda on 

homemade rafts To halt tfuit exodus, the udminis 
tration shipped all the rafters to the I S naval base 
at Guantanamo at th»' southeastern tip of t ailia and 
announced they would never in* allowed into the 
United States 

Eventually, more than 32.000 Cubans were tak 
on to Guantanamo and to a refugee facility, wish h 
was opened in Panama in Septendver 

However, the polit y gradually began to soften, 
allowing dirut! resettlement to the United States 
for the elderly and the infirm Liter, children and 
their accompanying parents were given immigrant 
visas, 

Gen. John Sheehan, < ommamler in chief of the 
U S Atlantic Command, said that under the new 

policy 500 (Albans a week will be flown from 
Guantanamo to the United States Florida Gov 
Lawton Chiles. ,i Democrat, said the [iris ess would 
take nine months 
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Clnco de Mayo Celebration 

Including Live Iguana Giveaway 
and much more! 

11 am -10pm 
08 West 29th Avenue 

683-5458 
1 block west of Willamette 
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Oregon Ikuly Emerald 

Do you think 
you can fill 

these shoes? 

Try out to be the Oregon Duck. 
And if you’re bard working, creative 
and dedicated, the shoe may just fit. 

Pick up info packet and application*, at the ( asanova < enter front desk 
Mandatory meeting at C acanova < cntcrThursday. May 11 at S SO p m 

Tryouts at 00 p m on Monday Mac IS at Mac Court 

For more info call laraine Raish, 346-5485. 


