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Non-native speakers of English at the t ini 
versity interested In improving their chance* 
of landing a job in the future may wont to 
take the Test of English for international 
Communication 

t he TOPIC is a spot in 1 test to assess the 
proficiency of English skills of t urrent and 
prospective employees The test measures 

language skills net essarv in a business envt 

rnmnent. rather than academi* language 
skills 

Prior to January of tins year, the 1'QEIC 
was not available in the United States 
Recently, ICJ International Communications 
organized the test through the Educational 
resting Servic e, making it accessible in the 
t anted Slates 

David Espinoza. University psvt hometrist 
and director of the i hjiversitys testing t en 

ter in the Student Health Center s counseling 
department, said that the TOEH could he 
important for international students who 

plan to find jobs after returning lo their own 

countries Bacnuse several students have 
asked about the test. Espinoza felt the need 
to have the test on taimpus was necessary 

We re trying to si*e if people an- interest 
td in this." Espinoza said "I'm assuming 
there are many students who already know 
about this 

Results from the rOFlC are used by many 

people, including recruiters, language 
si hoots, managers and college placement 
offli es Most people w ho take the TOKK! are 

graduating students, applicants for profes- 
sional certification and other industry and 
international employees So far. more than 
five million | ample in more than ilMH) t om- 

paiu.-s around the ivu; id have taken the te .! 

IBM. SONY and the Inkvo Slot k Ext hnnge 
lire some of the companies using the H )i 1( 

Espinoza said that the University's testing 
center has been working with International 
Student Services and Acadernii Advising to 
let students know the test is now available 
People taking the TOKK will have to pav a 

St’' fee md tlit’ results ort> returned within 
411 hours 

Another test available to students is the 
l est of English as a Foreign Language This 
test is primarily tor international students 
w ho want to enroll in a degree program at a 

university or who want to get into a major 
that requires high English profit tent v The 
TO! H. test is offered nearly every month, 
but results usually take four to six weeks to 
lie returned The test has a $ )H fee 

Espinoza feels it is important to have these 
•orvit es available for students and that offer 
mg the T( )E!(I now will determine if there is 

it high demand for the test on campus 
"If folks are interested, yxe'll offer it." 

Espinoza said I'hey'll know if they need it 
or not." 

I spmti/.i is ,dso helping the fat ulty under 
stand the tests so they ran then advise stu 
dents when approached 

Students interested in taking the TOE1C 
should register h\ May I in the testing im 

ter m the Student Health Center 
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leaves town?"’ Cose asked 
»se' said i he media has 

become “predisposed" to tradi- 
tional beliefs about people of 
color. 

One example Cose used was a 

book titled The Hell (.'une 
"This book was about bow 

genetic s effect why people do 

things." Cose said "There were 

no new or relevant messages 
Vet this book roc eivod massive 
and respectful attention from 
the news media 

"Yet this Iiook was written b\ 
two people who did not know 
anything about genetics,” Cose 
c ontinued. "This book did noth- 
ing more than reaffirm beliefs 
that were hold by established 

white members of tin* 
media 

Cose believes the reason the 
modiii gave The Bell Cline so 

much attention was b»x nuse of a 

fear to confront biased beliefs 
There were people who said 

The Hell Curve was nothing 
more than quat kerv.'Cose said 

Yet nobody spoke up bet a use 

they afraid of the establish 
moot." 

Cose said that this fear allows 
books such as the The Hell 
Curve to be ai t opted bv the 
news media without question 
The segregation of ethnic groups 
in the United States often leads 
to ignorance, which is played 
upon by the media, he said 

"Many uthnii groups are -.eg 
regated from each other." Cose 

said 'Such s«^xr«»jcrtlion ts the 
IhhI of ignorance 

ChitiB that bb>< k athletes are 

genet n ally bred to In* hnlter than 
white alhlwtiM are based on igno- 
ram e. ( iose said 

Cose also compared thi* media 
coverage of the Rodney King 
and O ) Simpson trials 

"The media fu< used on (be 
the all white jury at the Kodney 
King trial." t os.- s.nd "This was 

especially true when the trial 
was moved from I .os Angeles to 
Sinn Valley 

"The () I trial ts full of per- 
sonalities ( *s« »■ d 'A 
lot of attention was also paid to 
the jury because of rat e The 
media's perception is that () | 
won't be convicted by an all 
black jury." 

(use s.ml (he l) | trial 
receives so much attention 
I .in he t Iciir i>,\ nul 
Im>i austi lie is .tit Afrit an Amen- 
tan 

If |ot' Montana was tin trial 
for brutally killing his ex wife, 
he would ret etve just as flint h 
attention as O | does now 

Omit an Mi Donald, dean of 
the University's School of four 
nalisni and ( iimmunn atitin. 
had some obaervationa ol hit 
own about rate anti the new, 

media 
I think that the metlia strug 

gles with rai e." Mt Donald said 
I iilso think that the news 

media struggles with with oh jet 
tivity and t on text It is a tug 
problem that requires more than 
good will. It requires t omnion 

sense and intelligence 
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It’s One Of The Most Useful Credit Cards On The 

Planet. \0l{ re Stolen It. Your MastrrC.mi* is stolen. You panic, 

angry, panic some more. Then you call and cancel it. Now the thief is m possession of, oh. 

about seven / cents worth of stolen plastic. (Maybe he can use it .is a coaster when he entertains 

at the hideout.) So relax. You only have to pay for stuff you bought, and you 

\ 7X can even get a new card the next day* It’ll be accepted at millions of places, 

__ /J> 
one of which must sell MasterCard. It's more than a credit card. It’s smart motley 
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