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Sang Green was alive and well in the Spring Game, holding the White team to 35 yards ot total offense 

FOOTBALL 
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threw two of those* errant posses and threw (ur 
only on** touchdown despite throwing a solid 4i. 

vartl pass to Dameron Kh ketts in the first half The 
m •••'■>! itsonly tout hfiown in lha third 

quarter on iiinior quarlertun k Ryan Perry-Smith's 
fuinhU* in the end rone 

"I'm disappointed, not discouraged." Bellntti 
said "tVit an perform better than that We are not 
where we need to be We are not ready to defend 
this ( onferem e championship 

1 don’t think 1 played as well as I could have 
or should have.” said (fraxtani. who graded his 15- 
for-24 passing performance a t -minus "When the 
weather c ooperated and there wasn't six h a wet 
boll, I threw pretty well, i spotted the hall pretty 
well, and I think 1 ran tin* offense well" 

And (insider,ng a few penalties, including a 

holding ( ail that negated an impressive tour h 
down run from senior tailbai k Ku kv Whittle, the 
offense came c lose to si wring several more times 
than it crossed the end /one. 

"The first-team offense was their own worst enc 

my in the first hall Hellotti s,iid of the penalties 
They are all c(inv< table mistakes The l»*st part is 

that those are things that an In* worked oil 

As 41 points would indie ate. the Ducks did. at 
tunes show what their offense promises for nest 
V i-.n Whittle ii: for (>9total V ants and two torn !l 

downs, un hiding a 30-yard run in tin' second 
quarter Redshirt freshman tailback Kevin Parker 
tan tin1 opening ku k of the third quarter H vards 
for a touchdown and put the Green team on top 
.14-0 

“We've started to take the next step." Oregon 
offensive coordinator A1 Borges said. “For the most 

part, we made some progress today." 
But barring a hnlfbai k option pass from Whittle 

to senior flanker (ristin M< l.etnore, tfie offense 
just tried to execute the basil s 

“The tfieme for me is to put in the nucleus of 
vour offense and see if you c an execute your 
offense to the purest form.'' Borges said. 

We gave them the basic stuff and tried to exe 

ute that." Grnzinni said. "If you tan't do the basil 
things, you're going to have trouble doing the (an- 
t v stuff 

And as far as the team is < hih erned. this is only 
a small preview of what next sear holds 

"We are just touching the tip of the ice berg 
now." Graziatu said. "This offense and this team 
itas unlimited potential.'' 

All along tins spring I have been \ers encour- 

aged and impressed by the attitude, the enthusi- 
asm and the effort level of our football plovers,'' 
Beilotti saui "We did not showcase a lot of things 
that we believe in and an execute fun ause we 

wanted maximum repetition and exposure to some 

new football ptavs that will give us a new dimen- 
sion in the (nil 
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Whit I it boiled <iov\ nod to on 

Saturday was just another intro 

'.quad st rimmage And while it 
was hart) to take ns the game and 
at the same time watch the l,ak 
ers Nomt s game on the press 
Ui\ TV. Saturday s Spring Game 
was encouraging, yes T\citingy 
Not really 

Hut Saturday s festivities, were 

not without their reward 

The real evi itement of Satur- 
day s game came away front the 
game itself. it t ame from the 
attitudes of the intra squad om- 

haunts 
After achieving such tin 

unthinkable goal in 1994. one 

possible path that the Ducks 
could take m I'W'i would be the 
path of complai em v Knowing 
that they finally yvon the Pac-10 
and gave it their all against an 

overwhelming Penn State team 
would probably be enough for a 

lot of teams 

Maybe it s the brand new 
coat fling staff or may be it was 

the yveird weather, but this 
group of soggy Ducks left little 
question as to wlut! their goals 
are for the upcoming season 

"It's the same feeling that we 

had last year." Oregon defensive 
end Troy Bailey said "Hopeful- 
ly it will carry us bock 

Back? The Du< ks took 37 

years off after their appcaram c 

in the J 9 5 8 Kom* Bowl, so the 
null challenge now is to bury the 
myth that 19tM was a fluke and 
break tln> mathematical formula 
that would see the Dot k ■ m.ikt 
thair n«\l trip to Pasadena in the 
year 2031 

Tin? Hoiks return a hearty 
contingent from last year's 
squad. Some of the losses are 

easier to absorb than others, but 
for the most part, tin- Dm ks are 

in a good position. 
Danny () Neil is gone But in 

his absence. Tony Graatiani lias 
established himself as a true 
team leader, despite an up-and- 
down spring. 

With the new couching stall 
comes the task of having to 

prove themselv es all over again 
lo secure starting positions In 
this wav, nobody on the team is 
taking anything for granted 

"1 might Is- the one coming off 
the bench next year," Bailey 
said. 

Players like defensive line- 
man Desmond Byrd. LaMont 
Woods Brian Collins and Dante 
Lewis all have impressed the 
coaches in the spring, helping 
fuel the competition that is a 

net essarv component to any 
strong team. 

“The thing that continues to 

impress me is that these guvs 
play like they've still got some- 

thing to prove." defensive t.oor 

dinator Charlie Wafers said 
"They've y>ot confident e They 
know what the big show is all 
about." 

The Dm k defense looked as 

sin k as the drenched OmniTurf 
on Saturday One of the strange 
sights as the first-team defense 
took the field was the noticeable 
absent e of No Ml, No 4 and No 
7. but the defensive line has 
Iret’ii one of the bigger surprises 
in spring drills Things could let 
worse in the set ondarv as on 

evpenemed Alex Molden t,ik< 
the reins on » hack wall that 
should gel nicely bv the time the 
Dm ks take the field for real in 
I-f-4 days in Salt Lake City 

This is a team that looked, 
and re ted. like it w as prepared 
to uu whatever it takes, again 
Tor as much energy as it took to 

piece together sm h an incredi- 
ble season last year, watching 
and listening to these guys for 
an afternoon, you really feel like 
they could do it again 

The!, of course, is vet to be 
seen A lot of things went right 
for the Ducks in 1904 and it w ill 
take an equal amount of good 
fortune to win the l’a< -10 title 
again tins season. But if the 
Dm ks play ns good as their atti- 
tudes, it's going to be another 
banner year for football in Ore- 
gon- 

Chris MttU .w the sports editor 
for the Emerald 


