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The third of four finalists for 
the Oregon athlete dirts tor posi 
tion visited Eugene on Thursday 
and spoke of his desire for .1 new 

challenge. 
fiery Cunningham. current ath 

Into s director at Fresno State, 
expressed hts interest in the Ore 
gon post based on fus knowledge 
of the league and his readiness to 
m ept a 1 hailengo, 

"I'm a problem solver," (’.tin 
ninghain said. "I think the one 

thing l'v»* done wherever I've 
been is build things I like to go 
forward and i think those t hal 
tenges are here 

His resume speaks volumes 
about what Cunningham could 
offer Oregon os Its ftrsl full time 
at life! K Hires tor situe Bill livnw 
left for Nebraska in September 
1**02 

Cunningham began Ins earner 
in athleth s in as tbt> t'( I A 
freshman men's basketball ( oa* ii 
He then moved up to the .isms 

taut post «Ht the varsity squad 
from tftft? 7r> He vs.is the eset u 
tiv e dire* lor of the t ( [ A alum- 
ni .isso* lotum in the two follow 
init years before be< orninu 
l:( I.A's head men's basketball 
iw h from 1*17? 7‘) 

He held the athlete s director 
position at Western On got t State 

College from l1):'*) Hi and then 
transferred u> (bn University of 
Wyoming fo handle the same 

nost from toMi-Ht. Cunningham 
has been af the holm of Fresno 
State athletics for the past nine 

years 
Hus type of experience allows 

Cunningham to be confident 
when he savs fie knows the nth 
letii s dins tor position and :s able 
to sum eed in a prime athletic 
program 

U hoei it ome, here sliould 
wan! to l>e fieri* in the worst way 
and I think that's n fit for me. 
he s.nd I think 1 < ould go into 
the f’.u 10 is athletn director 

FINALISTS, f' i I- 

Waters takes over experienced Gana 
Trevor Kearney 

After its defense helped lead it to the ultimate 
of postseason play, the Oregon footlwill team lost 
four defensive starters to graduation and a defun- 

defensive coordinator (lharlie Waters And enter 
a solution to half of the postseason problem that 
the Ducks were trying to solve 

I'o solve the other half of the problem that 
is. filling tin* positions that nose tai kle Silila 
Malepeai. strong safety ('.had (iota, cornerback 
Herman O Merry and free safety )eff Sherman 
left open Waters only had to add a touch of 
his motivation to an already talented roster to 
find the answer. 

"You need to put the players in a scheme th.it 
best suits the players Waters said of dei of 
mg what position an athlete should play. T don't 
ever ask a player to do something I don't think 
they an do i»ei ,mse l ie had todo II oil my suit 

As it is novy, that dot ision puts junior-tohe 
Bryant |a» kson at nose tai kite freshman sensa- 

tion Kenny Wheaton at right urnerbai k. three 
year letterman Brian Collins at free safety and 
senior-to-be Dante laiwis at strong safety 

"It seems to be a good lit right now." Waters 
said "I don't know if wei an replat e those guvs 
(that graduated), but we an put new ones out 
there that are going to do different tilings tie! 
ter and maybe other things not as good — but 
have adequate replacements.’’ 

Adequate indeed. 
This spring, I-eyvis has intercepted seven pass- 

es m live drills, and Collins and Jackson have 
had strong individual outings. The defensive 
squad as a yvhole has appeared ail but unfazed 
bv the losses, us the first team has not allowed 
a touchdown all spring long 

"Brian Collin* has been very solid at the free 
safety position," Waters said "Dante Lewis has 
had an extraordinary spring, if not the best spring 
of the defensive backs 

They play with a lot ot pride. Waters said, 
adding that the team is partu uluriy proud of 
ha\ ing not allowed a spring touchdown They 
pride themselves on that The players really play 
well together, they get along with each other real 
well, which is a great break for me 

That break tlates back to last year, when the 
defense was one of the major factors in the team’s 
overall success 

"When 1 watched the film on these gu>s, it 
was evident that they play with a lot of heart, 
a lot of desire, and a lot of commitment and 
pride," Waters said “The Gang Green theme 
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Turn to DEFENSE. Piye 12 
Defensive wonder-kid Kenny Wheaton packs a year of experience into his already 
powerful bag of tricks in 199S and looks to be one of the keys to the Oregon defense 
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Ducks conclude 
drills with annual 
Spring Game 

fhe Oregon foottuiit w,\n 

aps up as sprang dn?! on 

Saturday with the annual 
Sprang Gam© at t p m in 

Club baseball tourna- 
ment starts today 

Alter Thursday s scheduled 
operiflj «<re rained 
out the Oregon Club Baseball 
Tournament wHt cjcjI underway 
today at Sheldon Htgh School 

Humboidt Stale and Central 
Oregon square on at 11 a m 

c d Western W ish >n 

lakes on the host Oregon 
squad at ? 30 p m to com- 
P»>te the last day’s action 

the four-team held wit con- 
tinue play on Setu'day in 

round 'obin action at 
ifV I noth'.) I (li : ;■< *'< « si It ■ 

‘ictii.x>i ,v;. .i'SO scfrvc.* .f the 
host to Sunday's nrn©-toning 
c luimptonshij) game at noon 

Oregon tennis 
players meet with 
mixed results 

OfdQOn s Hfins Foisdt)6fQ 
dropped *i three set mutch tit 
the P»tc 10 Individual Champi- 
onships tn Ojiji. Caht on 
T hur sday 

Dougal WsHiarns choked up 
a w-?> wn*l« Josh Prayer 
dropped h?r* match m the Cot 
'••• .%■, Mee' .i.'»o ?.i* 

Doubles action starts fnday 

Lacrosse team 
heads to Portland 

4 4 r -'o.iyee .r () h (j 
overall w>n (rave! to Portland 
■*' *, »v<*k«K 1 *G? ii'Se*iitjS'O'f. 
prvotai league gomes 1 he 
Portland DeMa Mark tourna- 
ment A' play tsost to SOT■ <0 of 
the top collegiate men's 

uD teams 

I he pool of 30 teams from 
Washington. California ana 
Oregon w>ll battle through two 

days of stiff competition m the 
season $ toughest tournament 

Oregon crew takes 
to foreign waters 

f resh off <!S sweeping victo- 
ry at Dexter Reservoir fast 
weekend, trie Oregon crew 
team wi travel to Tacoma. 
Wash for the Cascade 
Spnnts on Saturday 


