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him from assaulting her. accord
ing to the police report

Shortly after the incident, the
victim notified police she want
ed to drop the charges against
Malepeai because she didn't
“want the whole football team”
after her

Arguably, an element of fear
does exist for students pushing
forward with charges against
athletes. But whether that fear
translates into actual retribution
remains unclear

"1 don't have any reason to
betieve there would be any
repercussions for a student who
signed a complaint [against an
athlete],” said Dan Williams, the
Oregon interim athletic director
“1 can’t keep people from think
ing that, but that's not to say
there aren’t problems.”

When Mark Bradley Schmidt
hit two members of the Chi Psi
fraternity on April 23, 1994, he
was arrested and charged with
fourth-degree assault and tres-
passing

He told responding police
officers he had a bad day on the
practice field and very
upset when he struck the two
students

The altercation occurred
when Schmidt and other foot
ball players were asked to leave
a party at the [raternity

‘1 told him he was going to

was

have to go.” said the 22-year-old

then-president of the fraternity
who kluuh- on condition of
anonvmity. “As | was turning
away, | got clocked in the face
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kethall players or track athletes

Schmidt then prox peded to hit
another student and tried to hit

plavers

fon't sea

a third, according to the police

report

Any time
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tudent

i organization has

Hving fear and its

members have numerous run
ins with something
said a Chi Psi
member, who didn’t want to be
identified i'l‘ti],\h' are afraid of
retribution. | know I'm afraid to
testify because they find
me.’
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needs to be done.”
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I'he charges against Schmidt
were later dropped when the
victims declined to sign a com
plaint

“There was some laziness and
apathy on my part.” the former
Chi Psi president said. “In retro
spect, seeing what happened to
those guvs in December, | wish |
had signed [a complaint]

On December 3, 1994
months after the Chi Psi inct
dent, Schmidt struck two addi
tional students, according to a

seven

Eugene police mport

He was charged with fourth
degree assault and two counts of
harassment after allegedly strik
ing Chad Cruchley, 22, in the
chest and hitting Robert Engal
mann in the face. Schmidt
pleaded not guilty at a Dec. 15
arraignment and jury
trial on May 31

Schmidt's hand was put ina
cast alter the incident

lnces a

and he
was not allowed to start in the
Rose Bowl but did see consider
able playing time in the grand
daddy of all bow! games. He

may lace further

dise iplhinary

actions by the Athletic Depart

ment, pending the outcome of
his trial

I'hese incidents iren t
ignored sard Steve Hellver

University sports information

director
laces
swopt under the « arpet
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misconduct face penalties rang
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consequences it 18 not
said athletes guilty of
ing from suspension from one

game to suspension lor the sea

sOn

These are young responsible

men who know right from
wrong.” said head coach Mike
Bellotti, who took over the pro
gram in February after these

incidents took place

Yot the intimidation thoeme
carries through in another recont
casn

OUn Jan. 22, 1995, Dante
Shawn Lewis was arrested on
felony criminal mischief and
menacing charges after he ran
his girlfriend’'s BMW over two
curbs and kicked out two of the
viehicle's windows

Arrested at his apartment after
the incident, he told police he
was mad as hell at his girlfriend
a 19-year-old student, and want
od to get back at her

Lewis’ girlfriend told police
she was “scared to death he was
going to hurt me” and
Lewis had hit her before, but she

didn’t call police because she
feared Lowis

She later mefused to prosecute
and denied her statements to
police, although her signature
does appear on a police report
asking that Lewis be arrested
Although admitted 1o

police he did cause the damage

Lowis

to the vehicle, the case was dis

missed
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decides not to file a complaint

We have an ethical duty 1o the
citizons ol Lane County to pros

ecute cases that are high priori

[l

While we try not to

riage as a practical matter, we do

¥, e said

irage
In some cases plea negotia
tions in the regular scheme of the

criminal justice system add fuel
to rumors of preferential treat
ment

When Herman O'Berry was
arrested for driving while intox
icated and reckless driving on
Nov. 14, 1993, he refused to take
the Breathalyzer test. Such a
refusal would normally result in
a one-year revocation of a driver’s
lcense

Because it was his first offense
Ken Morrow, O'Berry's lawver
and Mary Schnabel, the city pros
vcutor, worked out a deal whore
all the charges would be dropped
H O'Berry successfully « omplot
ed a diversion program in which
he would seek counseling
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criminal defonse lawver whose
name appears as the attorney-of
nearly every
involving a football player, said
he does not donate his time to
student athletes

“I will represent any student at
a reduced rate,” heo said. Morrow
declined to discuss specific foes
relating to students

Morrow has represented Ore-
gon football players in at least
eight cases over the past two
years, according to court mecords
He is currently mpresenting Mark
Schmidt, who faces a May 31 tri
al on
charges

Last year, Morrow successful
Iy negotiated a civil compromise
with o Veneta woman who filed

record on casy

fourth-degroe  assault

a criminal mischief complaint
against Tasi Malepeai. The count
accopted the « ompromise and the
ciaso was dismissed
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