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Concern growing over Canadian imports 
SEATTLE (AC) Environ- 

mental concerns could affw J lilt* 
flow of natural gas out of Gana- 
da, whic h urn e seemed to offer a 

limitless supply of the fuel to 

Washington statu consumers 

(Canada's natural gas industry 
is mooting increasing resistance 
as it pushes deeper into sensi- 
tive wilderness lands, develop- 
ing the vast reserves of natural 
gas from southwestern 
Saskatchewan to northeastern 
British Columbia 

Canadian gas fields supply fit) 
percent of the natural gas used 
in the Puget Sound region, 

Imports to the United States 
grew from 740 billion cubic feet 
in J0H6 to 2 4 trillion cuhic feet 
last year, worth S4 billion and 
enough to heat 24 million typi- 
cal homes, according to 
Resource Canada, a federal 
agency that watches the coun- 

try's energy industry 
fifteen percent of those 

exports came to the Northwest, 
and almost half of that was con- 

sumed in the Puget Sound area 

Washington consumers and 
industries have tm reased gas 
consumption by 43 percent 
since 19H0. from 1 Its 3 billion 

cubic feet to lfifi billion cubic 
feet 

Kn v i ron manta lists have 
fou^li!. sometimes in !11 *•'< onrts. 
to halt exploration and drilling 
in sensitive areas and have 
helped to stop at least one 

drilling proposal in ('.anadn 
"If we can stop or slow down 

the amount of gas leaving ( ana- 

da. we can stop or slow down 
the amount of environmental 
degradation," said Mike Sawyer, 
president of the Calgary, Alber- 
ta-based Roc kv Mountain 
Ecosystem Coalition, the most 
vocal opponent of Canada's nat- 

ural-gas industry 
Sawyer plans a trip to Seattle 

next week to make his case to 
the public 

for the moment, international 
trade agreements guarantee a 

continued supply of Canadian 
gas to the Northwest and "we 
don’t have any serious con- 

erns," said spokesman Boh 
Adams of Washington Natural 
('.as, which serves 403,000 
homes in Western Washington. 

But some experts think 
heightened environmental con- 
corn could lead to restrictions 
on supply and perhaps higher 

gas prices. 
"There are going to be addi- 

tional environmental steps that 
are going to have to be token by 
the producers and the pipeline 
community (and) that may lend 
to some increased cost of the gas 
they supply," said Brian Mat- 
suyama. chairman of Seattle- 
based Cascade Natural Gas Co., 
which serves 142,000 customers 
in smaller communities in 
Washington "There is a little 
cart* that must In* done." 

Pressure on Canadian exports 
has not been a problem yet, said 
hen Cnsavant, a Washington 
state member of the Northwest 
Power Planning Council, which 
maps the region's energy future 

“But it is something lurking 
on the horizon something we 

ought to be concerned about," 
Cisavant said. 

"People tend to think natural 
gas is a (letter fuel than electric- 
ity in many ways," said analyst 
Nicholas Garcia at the Washing 
ton State Energy Office As a 

result, American energy demand 
has increasingly focused on gas 
as a relatively cheap and clean 
fuel 
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