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EDITORIAL

Colleges subject
to applicant lies

These days, it isn't essential to have a flawless tran-
script and a 10-page resume to get admitted to the best
. colleges in America. All you really need. it seems, is an
* A-plus in Deception 101.

Two recent examples of applications fraud at Harvard
and Yale demonstrate how a student with a questionable
record can get into a top-notch school — although they
both also go to show how even the best-laid deception
plans can go astray

The first incident to gain national press attention was
the case of a C-plus community college student from Cal-
ifornia who forged his high school and college tran-
scripts and concocted glowing letters of recommenda-
tion from non-existent faculty members to get into Yale.
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§ He was caught, reportedly, when one of his professors
i decided his work was way below Yale quality and stan-
: ed asking questions — although the student had man-
3 aged a B average at Yale and was only a few terms away
: from his degree when he was discovered.

| The second case involves a student whose acceptance
: to Harvard was rescinded after it was learned, through
: an anonymous tip, that she had beaten her mother to
4 death with a lead crystal candlestick. Harvard admis-
8 sions officials say that when she failed to mention her
) probation on the application, she defrauded the univer-
| sity. -

4 Both of these cases illustrate the ease with which
' application deception can be achieved, particularly at

the “best” colleges with the largest number of applicants
and the most inflated requirements. But they also shed
! light on the failings of the applications process, in two
very different ways,

First, the Yale case shows that a selection process with

1 too much dependence on numbers and grades fails, on
occasion, to find the best students. Although this guy
| ‘didn’t belong” in Yale, according to his real crodentials,
X he apparently was good enough 1o get above-average
1 grades once he was there
i
! And the Harvard case raises questions about the type
' of information requested on college applications. Yes,
: it would seem, she deceived the university, but what
: business Is it of theirs whether she was on probation?
: Why is such information relevant, and if it is so impor-
. tant, how come the university relies on the good word of
y the applicant alone to find out about t? After all, if it
4 weren’t for somebody in the student's hometown send
’ ing in newspaper {Illili'H'.lL:‘\ of the murder, Harvard
: would've been none the wiser, (Incidentally, the student
v has been ace -»lulmi at Columbia.)
)
3 . e
u_, Admissions officers at Yale and Harvard claim that
; they catch most application fraud, and we’'ll have to take
\ their word on that. But these incidents provide a glimpse
i b
; of some of the things that are wrong at the nation’s best
schools and provide another reason to question
: whaether they should really be considered the “best,”
' after all.
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Some candidates just don’t cut it

Privo A. J. Foxtana
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one of the seats. That means the

odds for a candidate winning

I
would be 1 in 3, rather than seat

todds of 1in 4
Ihe board called the Cons

tion Court for

2% current

The

decision

a decision

rejected the

court
because each seat has a different

term !.t'I'J_L'_"!'. Aflter this defeat
Senator Lyons appealed with a
motion to combine the race {or
seats 2 and 3 the same as he
had proposed for seats 1 and 2
e court rejected his appeal
Lyons has also posted notices
for a write-in campaign for him-
self in seat 1, so he is a marked
candidate in seat 2 and a write
in for 1. This means that if his
motion had been ace l'llh'f'. he
would have been a candidate for
not only two, but three seats
Just to add an additional ele
ment of intrigue to these shenani
gans, Senator Lvons had some
celebrity cosigners for his first
petition: ASUO Executive can-
didates Student Senator Chris
Kantrowitz and Niki Scott
of Little Rockian
elbow-rubbing may be accepted
in the Clinton White House, but
we certainly should not allow it
here in Eugene. If vou feel that

I'his sort

such gerrymandering is inappro-
priate in proper electoral proce-
dure, make sure that yvou let
Lyons, Kantrowitz and Scott
know it at the ballot hox

Now, on to the Executive
Because of their involvement
with the aforementioned lL.yvons

affair, | cannot find a moral jus
tilication 10 endorse the
Kantrowitz/Scott ticket, no mat
ter what the merits of their plat
form. On to bigger and better
things
Une of the most in
lickets to watch has been Nat
Farnam and Eli Elder’s. Neither
[ them has been part of the
ASUO in the past, and they ar
thioning thems ' L
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r h | discovered the
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paign  literature. Off campus
housing prices are bevond the
scope of the ASUQ Executive

and lor a ticket 1o express its
importance so greatly without
proposing a cohesive course of
wtion indicates a lack of realis
tic planning

Another ticket in the outsider
league is Doctor (and Student
Senator) Justin Good and Rev
Thom Schoenborn’s, two of the
malcontents from The Commen
tator. These two have some big
ideas, which include building a
micro-brewerey in the EMU as
a fund-raising activity and bull
dozing Deady and Villard Halls
Yeah, whatever dudes

One candidate who hopes she
can reach a more informed stu
dent body is Kenva Luvert

B LETTERS POLICY

community

style

The Oregon Daily Emerald will attempt to print all letters
containing comments on topics of interest to the University

Luvert is the current student
assistant for the Black Student
Union and has served the cam-
pus population in a number of
other capacities. To her credit,
she has stressed one of the most
important problems facing this
campus: students who don't
understand the issues that affect
their lives

However, one drawback to her
campaign is her lack of a run
ning mate. Luvert told the Emer
ald last week that if elected, she
would have a vice president
.|;-"‘-||.'1Tl'lf by a selection com
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t of lennifer Willinmson
Lachary Kelton
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defined, not only mentioning
the standard issues that

candidate discusse
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Most importantly, they plan to
emphasize teaching, rather than
research, in our faculty by focus
ing on evaluations, professorial
reviews and tenure awarding

When | decided to give them
Williamson
and Kelton assured me they'd
“be willing to break tradition if
it's in the best interests of the
students.” That will be a great
change from two years of status
quo stagnation, which none of
the other tickets can offer

When all of the factors are
weighed, no ticket can match
Williamson and Kelton's

this endorsement

Primo A. J. Fontana is a colum
nist for the Emerald

I'he Emerald reserves the right to edit any letter for length or




