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Strike it
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More than 35 Eugene Peace Works protesters gathered in front of Weyerhaeuser on Tuesday to promote stricter recy- going to higher education
cling laws and to protest Weyerhaeuser's toxic waste dumping into the Willamette River. ly, 1 --
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High number of candidates could boost voter turnout

Elections: Only 12 percent of
University students voted last
year during prim uy elections

Natasha Shepard
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Students can combat voter pathy elections because of ths
today and Thursday by visiting the ballot ber of candidates runt
box to vote in the ASI O primary eled some candidates ha
tions ersial A
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p LEONIA, N.J. (AP) — He was
sacked lor swigging the Snapple
he was supposed to be stocking in
Slores

Now Kevin Simpkin has been
seized for allegedly swiping a
Snapple delivery truck while
dressed in a Snapple delivery-
man's uniform

“He just has an uncontrollable
appetite lor Snappie beverages,
Detective Lt August Greiner
sad. "He even had a Snapple T-
shint depicting a bottle of iced tea
under his uniform. This guy just
loves Snapple.”

Simpkin, 27, of Paterson stole
the unmanned truck outside a
supermarket in Fair Lawn on
Monday, Greiner said. The truck
hit a utility pole in Hillsdale and,
when Simpkin continued toward
New York City, intending to sell
the truck and its contents, he
made a wrong turn and got lost
in Leonia, Greiner said

The truck was stopped in Leo

nia, whera Simpkin and his 17
year-old nephew, who was with
him, were arrested

Greiner said Simpkin had
recently lost his job with Snap-
ple‘s distribution office in North
Bergen because he sampled the
merchandise

p TROY, Mich. (AP) — Kmart
Corp. is recalling 148,990 desk
chanry thai Courd Come apant unex
pectedty.

The Consumer Product Salety
Commission in Washington said
the chairs were sold nationally
by the discount retailer from July
1993 to last March for $29.99
They were packaged in boxes
labeled “Basic Designs
adjustable office chair — Made
in Taiwan,” and carry product

code 21-86-61

The agency said the seat post
could separate from the base
Kmart said it reported the flaw 1o
) alter it received
of problems
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OPEU says strike almost certain

Wages: Disgruntled
leaders from union say
Ballot Measure 8 is only
part of issue

Marcalona Edwards

regon [y Ermaralk

Leaders from the Oregon Pub
lic Employees Union say that a
strike vole will alinost ceitainly
be approved by members
tonight,

“1 think people are going to

vote to strike,” said Donna
Glathar, spokeswoman for
OPEL

The strike comes aflter weeks
of negotiating with the state for a
wage increase

Members of the
vote tonight at

union will
Lane County
Convention Center and 24 other
locations around the state. The

results of the show of hands bal
announced around 9
p.m. The firs

lot will be

t day the OPEI

could strike is May 6

Inn the event of a strike Cregon
Hall, residents halls, the physi
cal plant and most other depart
ments around campus will be
officials
have alrady begun preparations
that would attempt to soften the
affects of the strike. The Housing
Department is considering clos
ing the Hamilton Cafeteria and
consolidating cooks and kitchen
emplovees, said Mike Eyster,
director of University Housing

impacted. University

Union officials are emphasiz-
ing that the strike is not about
Ballot Measure 8, although it is
on evervybody's mind. The real
issue is that employees are lag
ging behind public and private

soctors around the state

Members are
strike
been able to r
cent pay raise

threatening to

because they have not

iegotiate a 6.5 por

with the state

In the contract negotiated in
1993, the state said that if there

was surplus money in the bud
gel, 1t would give the OPEL
o Ii}'lll\l't’\ n cost of [i\lll_\'
increase  increase, said Bart

versity OPEU mem
ber. In July a wage reopener con
tract, allowing the union to
negotiate for a cost-ol-living
increase before the current two
year contract is up, came up for
negotiation. The union asked for
a cost of living adjustment that
equaled 6 percent to make up for
the pay freeze from 1993

Lewis said that although Bal
lot Measure 8 isn't the driving
factor behind the strike
not sure where the strike would
be without that issue

Lewis, Uni

he is

“Without Measure 8 we might
not have been able to get the

}n'npln- to vole for a strike,
Lewis said

Union employees would not
be as concerned about the cost
of living
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