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Clinton declassifies documents 
WASHINGTON (AD 

Relating government secret \ 

rules. President Bill Clinton 
signed an e.tei utive order Mon 
day stripping the t laxsifted latwd 
from millions of national sot on- 

ly documents 
The order requires the auto- 

matic declassification of all top 
secret, set ret and confidential 
information V* tears or older, 
unless it falls into a narrow 

exemption category, such as 

revealing the identity of a source 

of information 
Private exports said it would 

provide historians with a trea- 
sure trove of classified dot u- 

mentx principally from the Pen 
tngon and State Department, 
nl)t>;it the making of military and 
foreign polities 

It would not prevent govern- 
ment off'lt ials from continuing 
to use the secret y stamp despite 
Clinton's assertion to the con- 

trary. they said 
'It will not fundamentally 

change the classification habits 
of t urrent government offit nils," 
said Steven Afiergood, a govern- 
ment set ret v specialist at the 
Federation of American Scien- 
tists 

'While these rules sound 
good, it's not clear whether in 

pt.u 1 it l- tt.ev Hie,ill .lintliing," 

Aftergood Mid For instance, he 
•and. the order will not result in 

declassification of documents 
showing how much monm is 

spent annually on Intelligence 
Clinton’s order esses the 

impact of a 1*182 directive by 
then-President Reagan that vast- 

ly increased the scope of what 
would be classified No longer 
will the government presump- 
tively classify certain categories 
of information 

"The order will lift the veil on 

millions of existing documents, 
keep a great many future docu- 
ments from ever being classi- 
fied, and still maintain neces- 

sary controls over information 
that legitimately needs to be 
guarded in the interests of 
national security." Clinton said 
in a statement 

For the first time, he said, gov- 
ernment officials would he 
required to justify why informa- 
tion is classified Federal 
employees would tie encouraged 
to challenge improper classifica- 
tion and would be protec ted 
from retribution for doing so 

The duration of secrecy of 
most newly classified informa- 
tion would be 10 years, subjei t 
to some limitations. 

"We will no longer tolerate 
the excesses of the current sys- 

fern," the president said 'For 
example, we will rwtilvv doubt 
fill calls about classification in 
favor of keeping the information 
unclassified" 

Two years in the drafting, the 
order omits a provision once 

included that would hnvr 

required officials to use a bal- 
ant ing test before classifying 
dot uments, weighing any harm 
to the national security against 
the public interest in disclosure. 

Instead, it merely authorizes, 
rather than mandates, agency 
heads to apply the balancing 
test 

In that regard, "The order is n 

major disappointment to us." 
said Kate Martin, dine tor of the 
Center for National Security 
Studies, a private group that lob- 
bies on civil liberties and 
national security issues 

"When thes took out the pub- 
lic interest balancing test," she 
said, "they did so in order to 

basically eliminate the role of 
the judiciary in looking at 
whether information should be 
kept secret Re< ent events have 
shown that some kind of out- 

side. independent accountabili- 
ty is necessary, otherwise the 
government is going to keep 
information secret that should 
be made public." 

Time Warner sells control of Six Flags 
NEW YORK lAI') Tim*) VVarri«r iik agreed to 

sell control of the Six Flags them* park business in 
a SI billion deal that takes n big bite out of its debt 
while preserving a home for Bugs Bunny and Bat- 
man, 

The world s biggest media-entertainment com- 

pany said Monday it w ill sell r»1 pen wnt of Six Flags 
to a Boston based investment group that will pay 
$290 million in cash for ait operation that will car- 

ry Shoo million in debt 
Time Warner will retains a 40 pert anil sink*' and 

will serve as c.o manager of the 10 Six Flags theme 
parks, which will continue to show* am* characters 
like Bugs Bunny and Batman, 

We will retain all the strategic Ix-nefits of hav 
ing Six Flags as an integral part of the Time Warn- 
er family,“ Time Warner chairman and chief ext* 

utive Gerald l-evin said 
The buyer is an investment group led by Boston 

Ventures which owns part of tabloid publisher 
Enquirer Star Group and other media-entertainment 
pro[>c*rties 

Time Warner is try ing to cut its hefty $15 billion 
debt by $* billion to S i billion by mid-1996 through 
nun ore asset sales The debt is an outgrowth of 
the 1989 merger of Time Inc and Warner Germ- 

munications !n<. 
Questions have been raised about Time Warner's 

ability to meet its target since its talks have report- 
edly stalled over selling its 19 4 portent stake in 
Turner Broadcasting System Inc. Time Warner is 
beliesed to want SI fi billion for the shares. 

The theme }>ark sale should generate enough pro- 
ceeds after taxes to reduce debt by about $850 mil- 
lion and boost Time Warner’s total debt reduction 
to $1 1 billion since the targets were announced in 

February. 
Time Warner acquired the business for $670 mil- 

lion in cash and assumed debt in two deals in 1991 
and tom 

Six Flags generates more than $550 million in 
annual revenue It claims annual attendance of 22 
million its two parks each near Houston. Los Ange- 
les and in < entral New Jersey. and single parks near 

Dallas Fort Worth. Atlanta, St Louis and Chica- 
go 

Tima Warner on Monday reported a smaller loss 
and in« reused cash flow for the first quarter as its 
five main businesses each posted operating gains 

In trading Monday on the New York Stock 
Exchange. Time Warner rose 25 cents a share to 
close at $ ili 62 

Trucker questioned about slayings 
WINS IvJN-SALr.M NC (AP) 
A true k driver suspet ted of 

killing prostitutes and dumping 
their bodies alongside interstate 
highways has confessed to killing 
two women and will he ques- 
tioned about other murders, 
police said. 

Sean Patrick Goble. 28, of 
Ashrboro, N.C was arrested on 

murder charges Thursday after 

police found his fingerprints on 

a plastic hag near a corpse found 
along Interstate 81 in Virginia 

A search of his bloodstained 
tractor-trailer cab then turned up 
the pocket bool of an Ohio 
woman whose body was found 

along l HI in rennessee. police 
said. 

Coble confessed to both slay- 
ings, and was tiding held in the 
Forsyth County, N.C jail pond- 
ing his extradition to Tennessee, 
said Forsyth County Sheriff Ron 
Barker. 

Got)la said he strangled Bren- 
da Sue Hagy. a 45-year-old 
Bloomington, lnd woman who 
had been c harged w ith trespass 
tng at truck stops, in January at a 

service station in Tennessee 
Than he dumped tier body in Vir- 
ginia. police said. 

He also admitted suffocating 
Rebecca Alice Hanes, a 36-year- 
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old prostitute* from Ohio, and 

dumping her body in Kingipott. 
Tenn,. Barker said Goble has not 
yet tw**n charged in that murder 

Tennessee authorities said they 
wanted to question Goble about 
the HW1 murder of Margaret Sue 
(foms, 26, of Soddy-Daisy. Term, 
whose body was found a mile 
from where Hanes' body had 
lawn. 

Investigators said they also 
found women's underwear and 
shoes in Goble's mobile home — 

key i.lues b«< ause Hagy, Hanes 
and several other female victims 
were missing lothing and shoes, 
police said 
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