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opposites 1 is a well-known fact that
some of the best raelal

J‘t’: ome ships start off the W v

frh'mi.\ n loot. Iniial difterences and
seeming incompatibilities

Strawberry  are ofien the catalyst toward

and
{ ht'\k‘].llt‘ SUCh 1S the case with Slraw

(with Juan Lar
los Tabio)
Based on the
short story The
Woll, the Forest
and the New
Mar oy Senel
Most of the Paz. winner of the Juan Rulfo
action takes prize, Strawberry and Ch
pm!n 5 a willy sociopohtical comman
Dwo 5 l_'i'" on ." ni 'l!.’f‘ r.\'“ L g] if
(Jorge
Perugorria)
apartment.

acolale

set against the backdrop of
Havana a sOociaty that looks
askance at homosexually, as
well as other personal freedoms
The film revolves around the
tumultuous fnendship between
David (Viadimir Cruz) and Diego
(Jorge Peruqgorna) They are
complete opposites. David stud

es poutical science at the um

varsity. Diego 1s an artist. Dawd
is uptight, Diego is tolerant
Dawdis s ffish; Diego is
embracing. Dawvid is straight
Diego is gay

The two first cross paths in ar

tandci
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Jorge Perugorria and Mirta ibarra star in Strawberry and Chocolate, which was nominated for an Academy Award this year,

mithiouahn | wvid 18 a staunch het S Fow [ wid the exposure | \
arosaxual and commtled socia Iraw rry open-minded world outside of
sl party mamber, hé Decomes (hocolale s narrow reahty is a huge
' i 1] " ] i
a ited by Dwego's ¥MDOY attraction. LweQo Sees
ant and irraverent lifestyle Viadimir ( g, flt‘l’ 4 Pt‘mj\"'"hl boundares, and that freedorn
WAL} stk M s Dl & B ) . . ~ P » A
WY O rebu .‘[.' JO S Sexua d”xl.\fi'fdfd”ai bl ] W F Da o st
IS | ncoe N a1 e lar 1 ¢ e - Fhia P I 1 W
auvarnoes, Lavid 1S e | g 1 L s = ol Wt 0 2 Ll A
- mant with | y Director: Tomas Gulierre; 4
Q0 S apartmeant with the ba v i YL L wid rapt
*i-‘..--.'.-..-\. verflowing wit! Ao N For Dieqo, the chance 1
subvarsive westem hterature, as snare 1he beauty of lite unbound
wall as a host ot other items **** with @ hungry mind is the pring
considered 1aboo by ' ple that keeps him engaged
society Even though thase aes nformation 10 use against hirr past the pont of physical attrad
thetc pleasures Qo against he slowty begins 1o realize that ton. Whileé Diego cannot have
David’'s political ideologies, he Diego is not the subversive that David physically, he can share
can't haip butl be drawn inlo he once thought he was. Dego his soul and help David
them through his cunous nature S jusl as much a patnotic advance n his undearstanding of
This confiict of interest sets the sban as Dawid i1s, the only dif rimsel!  The beauty of Straw
slage lor the struggle that dorn terance being that DieQo seas a Darry and (Chocolale s the meas
nates the rast of the filrr MOre democs ati ndwvidua sage ol communication that it

Dawvid initially seaks 1O expose red socialal realt Al ough the acting
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Ce Credim panor w
X ---.!",' tries to pick
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lumped by 3 Ot

NEW DELHI. India (AP) A
DOy -Mmeeats-Qirl romance set
against the real-lite backdrop of
nas slirred the
I HinQus, con
sarvative Mushms and Indian
NSOs
Bombay, the most talked
aboul tim in years, has played
10 packed houses, even though
it's been banned in al leasl one
Cily

The movie premiered last
week in Delhi and Bombay, but
distribution in Bombay will be
lrruted to the outer suburbs and
will NOL De Shown 1IN sensilive,
: inner city theaters. Tickets will
: cost from four to six imes the
normal maximum price of 80
cents

Bombay is differant tfrom the
hundreds of mowies produced
each year in Bombay, India’s
film capital hghthearted,

[""‘\}' S Sins agains! the state Dy Dawd 151 cormmitted 1 S rough around the edges al
reporting it 10 a leliow student party line times (with the exception of
and party member, Migue! The tnendshp that JOWS Dieqo), the content of the film
hen Dieg (Fransciso Gatorno), who would within this entangleément of shings through and exposes a
ip David see Dieqo arrested. However lestyles nteresing 1o inque and relreshing ¢
ity heer as David spends lime with his et 1 Eact actern is seak recognizes thiey lue of readon
Inand new acquaintance, trying o Qanr ng mething from the other and persona i

‘Bombay’ examines hostility between Hindus and Muslims

escapist thrille J-and ne over therm and screan Critics hail Bornbay for boldly
jance routing B()mbay rung r M rindu My blarmung politcians lor playing
Using the courtship and mar rn on communal tensions for politi
'] y a
g0 du lournalist and a Director: Mani Rathnam The scanes of bloodietting are . an
Muslim woman, it examines the Not yet in American y and gory, but in the end ¥ g
’ gt Director Mani Hathnam is hes
iraditional hostiihes betwoor Fl!'."-!{'{ht'tii['f\ the famil e reconcilled

India’s 750 million Hindus and
1s 120 milion Muslims

The Hindu-Mus!im theme has
been lacklied belore, usually in
the contaxt of distant hstory. But
this slory 1S sel against the 1990
riots that enguifed Bombay after
Hindu zealots tore down a 300
vear-old Mushirn shrine in the
central Indian town of Ayodhya

The scars are still fresh, as
witnessed by the debalte over
the move More than BOO peo
ple were killed in Bombay, a
business-minded cosmopohitan
city that was long considered a
melting pot of cultures

It iIs a marrage between pop
ular and meaningful cinema. Il

mares a stalement that no one
has dared make belore,” said
Khald Mohammed, one of
Incha’s 10p lilm cntics

In theé mowvie, the couple dety
thaeir tragition-bound families
and liees to Bombay 10 be mar
ned. The couple and their young
twin boys becoma caught in the
nterno of hatred in the post
Ayodhya rnots

The fear and horror of the riot
ng s cepcled through the
twins, who becomé separated
irom the parents. A frenzied
mob calches them, pours gaso-

What is a Hindu and what 1s a
asKsg one twin of hus
rescuer Two WwWays
Qod."” 15 the reply

In India, Hindus-Muslirm mar
rnages are unusual, but they are
even mora rareé in movies

| relate to the im. The Hindu

Mushm problem exists, nols or

he same

no nots,” says Nazreen Prasad
a Muslim, who like the haroine in
the mowvie, Is married to a Hindu
journalist

When she married, Prasad
sad, the parents relused o
attend. "My lather is dead and
my brother still doesn’t acknow!
edge my husband s existénce,
she said
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tant 1o speakxk about his movie
i

nuing con

becausea ol the con

lroversy

Inchia’'s Censor Board found
the movia oo hot and worned
that it rmught incite trouble. To
tone it gown, il scissored oul
naws footage of the destruction
of the Ayodhya shring and
replaced it with newspaper
headlings

The fim played to sell-out
crowds tor three days in 13 the
aters in Hyderabad which IS
50 percent Muslir belore
police closed i down following
demonstrations against the
mmodest depiction of a Muslim
wWoOrmayr
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