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Pat Johnson is all smiles these days as he is just now beginning to realize his
full potential on the track and off.
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Trevor Kearney
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his spare time

“It has to be done

busy.”

and the school's «

After realizing his full capabilities,
freshman Pat Johnson lobbied to forgo
Spring football practice in favor of
concentrating on track
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S0 instead of parti ipating in spring football drills
Johnson practices with the
week while taking 19 credits and balancing football
meetings and catching 50 to 100 foothalls a day in

That kind of schedule
whelm the freshman

adding that he likes being active. “That's
being a dual sport athlete. I'd rather be busy than not

Johnson's decision has turned into what Oregon
\;1r|||T coach Ly O Walcott who was the last
Oregon sprinter to go to the NCAA Championships
mly Pacific 10 Conference sprint
title holder, describes as a gift from God

“"He is a godsend athlete to us right now
said. “I've been around herw a long time and he is
probably one of the most special track athletes I've

track team five days a

nNowever doesn t over
from Redlands, Calif
I don't have a choice,” he said

just part of

Walcott
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ure baseball’s back. But it's

not exactly better than

ever, especially for those
free agents who, for all intents
and purposes, aren’t in the
prime of their careers

Never mind the fact that base
ball undoubtedly has lost some
of its fans due to the ridiculous
ly long strike. The thing that
intrigues me s the mass trans
lormation of once grossly over

paid marginal veteran players

into grossly underpaid marginal
veleran players
All | can say is it's about 1ime

I've never really had

A :,r[n!u
lem with owners paving guys
like Barry Bonds, Ken Griffey Jr
and Roger Clemens the big
bucks (although when we stant
talking eight figure salanies for
these guys, that's a whole differ-
ent story). These guys fill ball
parks. These guys are impact
plavers that make or break
teams

But when guys like Tom
Browning, Bud Black and Dave
Stewart are making more than

$3 million a vear, that's where

3

my tolerance and charity end

People have been bitching for
years about baseball }ll.-l'."."-
making too much money. The
;‘:n'[.E-v.-r-. in thail they nevei foal
ly had anyone specific to point
their lingers at they were just
convinced that ballplayers
made too much dough

Like in any other business
some baseball players make
way too much money for their
skill and their worth. Some

moke way too little for their

skill and their worth. The key to
nmhng a lot of monevy is to put
in your time. That's the
American way: 1. Get job with
bad pay. 2. Put up with bad pay
for a few vears. 3. Get good and
rich when five years is up, no

matter what you've done to war
rant such a raise

I'his is the sickness that has
plagued baseball for the last
decade. Tom Browning, who is
slated to make only $300,000
this season, deserves $3 million
like Jeffrey Dahmer deserves a
Nobel Peace Prize. It's because
of iffy veteran players like
Browning that | pay $4 for a
King Dog at the King Dome and
$5 for a King Beer for my King
Thirst after I've parked my King
1978 Subaru in a $10 lot, worth
roughly twice as much as said
car

So it was with great joy over
the past u)up'u- of weeks that |
have watched literally dozens
of veterans get their paychecks
not only cut, but
tn-\n{ni recognition

slashed

The casualties?

Pat Borders, who irln'-llll'if
the Toronto Blue Jays with
--niw;’h catching for the better
part of a decade, was perhaps
the biggest loser, getting his
$2.5 million contract chopped

tiny pileces with Borders

How Tom Browning drove up the price of beer

grabbing a small chunk at
$310,000 per year with Kansas
Clity

Terry Pendleton, who seemaed

$0 indispensable as the leader of
the Braves. took a nice $2 mil
lion slash

As a Yankee lan, | can cer

tainly laugh it l'erry
Mulholland receiving a full §2
I m dol i than last
L} sl

hese are the guvs that! wers
laughing a ne lree-agent b

ticklea theiy POC Kt books. 3
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different

now that it has st

the ass, ILs a
story

| took a bath
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1 big bath,'
wr Erik Hanson said after
signing with Boston to the tune
of a $1.5 million cut in pay
“This is the market now, and
it's quite different

I think Hanson sums up the
current situation rather well
Hanson is a victim of injuries
and unreached potential, which
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Rams granted move

DALLAS (AP) - NFL ow
ars voled today o allow the
Hams 0 leave Southerr i
(#]] i and move 10 St Lous

Al a special meeling, owr

reversed a gecision last

that parrad the move
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ESPN
Sailing,
Amar
ica's
Cup. |
Challenger and

Detender linals, at San
Diego

B 1 p.m. USA — Senlor
PGA Goll, Seniors’
Championship, first
round, at Palm Beach
Gardens, Fla

W5pm TBS — NBA
Baskatball, Golden State
at Utah
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