
Discovery of protein 
leads to Al DS revelation 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Si:Misls hivv discovered how a lit 
tli' known AIDS protvin pirates tt«> way into cell*. revealing a 

possible now avenue for AIDS drugs 
A virus mil’s! got to a coil's nut lous to alter the t ell geneti- 

cally Various proteins of HIV, the virus that reuses AIDS. get 
there by slowly overwhelming ells' defenses 

The Vpr protein not only gets there more quickly, it also 
fort es the cell to help do its lethal Job, University of Pennsyl- 
vania pathologist David Weiner discovered 

Vpr hi|ac ks another protein naturally present in human cells, 
one that shuttles certain steroid hormones through cells, he 
reports Tuesday in tile Pr<K codings of the National Ai adorny 
of Science*. 

Giliur.ilorv tests show ed some of these steroids themselves 
" ti •• ate Miv proi lie I mu and suppress mm one el is, Weiner 
said When he added Vpr. the protein not only used the 
steroids' cellular pathw ay to rear h the nut Urns, it triggered 
steroid overproduction to help it produce HIV. he said 

St lentists already knew some < heinicals. int hiding the abor- 
tion drug KU-4Hft, can him k steroid overprodut tion in other 
diseases 

Weiner then tested whether Ht' -tHU oold him k Vpr ns well 
— and it did In addition, HIV infected tells treated with HU- 

produ< ed 70 percent less virus than unmodicated t ells, be 
reported. 

Hut it's mm h too early to tell if KU AHfi would work in p«> 
pit*, Weiner (.autioned 

Fruits might carry vaccines 
WASHINGTON (API A 

banana that vaccinates against 
hepatitis or an apple that protects 
against cholera could bn poasible 
by manipulating plant genes, 
researchers report. 

Experimenters at Texas AAM 
and the Roswell Park Cancer 
Institute in Buffalo. N V report 
they have transferred a protein 
gene to potato plants that tan t re* 
ate in mice the antibodies need* 
ad to protect against hepatitis H 
They say they believe it mas !»• 

possible to do the same for other 
diseases 

A gene that makes an antigen 
against hepatitis it was trails 
(erred from yeast to tobacco to 

potato amf ha* l»*en su< < essful- 
iy tested in mice, said Hugh S 
Mason, a Texas AAM t o author 
of a study to be published Friday 
in the Prosending* of the Nation- 
al Academy of Sciences 

laboratory mice eating the 
potato developed antibodies 
against hepatitis B. said Mason 
in an Interview The experiment 
shows it may be possible to one 

day grow fruit or vegetables that 
carry vac< mutton genes against 

other diseases. he said 
"The idea is lo produce an edi- 

bl« plant that contain genes that 
causes it to produce antigens.'’ 
said Mason. The antigens, 
absorbed in the gut along with 
the food, would cause the body 
to pmdtK e antibodies against the 
target disease, ho said "We hop' 
that many such vaccines could 
in? developed 

The protein gene introduced 
into the plants could not a use 

disease, hut it would train the 
body's immune system to recog- 
nize md Altai k a disease tun to 
na or virus, he said lugs ted va 

nnos work in generally the same 

wav 

It will be a! least 10 years 
before fruit or vegetables from 
vaccine plants can be tested on 

humans. Mason said 
in on experiment reported in 

Proceedings, the v lentists insert- 
ed the hepatitis B antigen gene 
into tobacco plants and then 
injected mice with exlrm ts made 
from the plants The rnice devel- 
oped antibodies similar to the 
response that occ urs after injec- 
tion by a commercial hepatitis B 

vaccine. 
Mason said antibodies also 

occurred when the anti-hepatitis 
gene was transferred into potato 
and the mice were fed the raw- 

tuber However, the researcher 
said the response was weaker 
than for the injected vaccine and 
more research is naedad to inten- 
sify the effe< t 

Nonetheless, a co-author of the 
study, (liarle* J Amtzmi of Teens 
AlkM. Mid the work "is the first 
real evidence that proteins pro- 
duced in transgenic [genetically 
manipulated! plants have all the 
essentia! features needed to trig- 
ger the immune system 

Genes transferred into the 
plants are incorporated into the 
normal chromosomes of each 
cell and are passed to new gen- 
erations of the plants, Mason 
said. 

Vaccine fruits or vegetables 
would have to be eaten raw to lie 
effective because cooking causes 

the antigens to be degraded, he 
said. 

Studies now being conducted 
are attempting to insert the 
hepatitis gene into bananas. 

Republicans pleased after 100 days, others frustrated 
WASHINGTON (Al’| House 

Republicans couldn't wait lo 
savor lho vit lories culminating 
lh"ir first too days in control of 
(iongress. but thoir fast-paced, 
ramrod legislating Mylo left some 
with a sour lasts. 

Civility often was at « low ebb 
<in the Houm fl(M>r And won in 
the morn sedate Senate. tempers 
frtxpn-ntly hailed over 

Partly, it was the si/e and 
scope of tin* issues being debat- 
ed from wot faro reform to lav 
« uts to proposod constitutional 
amendment* 

"These arc gut wrent hing 
issue* that require gut-wrench- 
ing dialogue nod debate,'' 
explained Rep fins Ntissle, R 
low.i, who headed the House 
GOP transition team 

Partly, it was the breakneck 
speed of work. 

In committees all over Con- 
gress, lawmakers put lit endless 
days to gel legislation out In time 
lor the COP's self imposed dead- 
line Hie boot-camp regimen was 

hard for opponents to hear 
"Gingric ii put his 'UK) Days' 

together and it was full speed 
ahead 1 mean, 'What the hell 
is this 100 Days'?'" asked vet- 
eran DemiM rat Joe Moakley of 
Massachusetts. who tame to (ion 
gross in 1972. 

"They talked so much alHuit 
a family-friendly Congress and it 
turned into a nightmare." groused 
a worn-out Rep Hill Clay. D-Mo 

But more than anything, per- 
haps it was the seismit shift in 
status that was responsible for the 
heightened tensions in the U S. 

‘tOM-evao-’ 

Ca pilot. 
"I think arguably n minority 

member may in* grappling with 
their lack ul signtfir am *> and 
frustratml about not lx-mg able to 

get a message out." Nussie said 
As for the brush < onfidew e of 

the new Republican majority, 
int hiding its ?.'i Majority Mak- 
er" first-term members, Nussie 
said, "We re vis ing too much and 
we’re suddenly liemg Quoted and 
finding our words on front jwigi+s 
when no one paid much atten- 
tion Indore Now. nil of a sudden 
our words hove extreme signifi- 
cance." 

The new Speaker. Newt Gin- 
grich. and his leadership team 
made < areers for themselves .is 

minority rabble-rousers using 
arcane procedures and after- 
hours speeches to si ore points 
against the Democrats 

When they canto to power, the 
Demo* rats they had attacked in 
the past were more than ready to 
show jus! how well they had 
observed the masters' moves 

House Demux rats juuqxHi into 
the attack dog role on the very 
first day. questioning the Speak* 
er's ethit s and accusing Repub- 
In ans of supporting measures 

they once had voted to kill 
Day after day after that, they 

lined up to give one-minute 
speeches, questioning the pro- 
priety of a book deal that origi- 
nally would haw- brought Gin- 
grich S-4.5 million, as well as oth- 
er Gingrich endeavors, ranging 
from his televised college course 

to his |M>litical actum committee. 
GOPAC 

JJ 
I think arguably a 

minority nu mber may 

be grappling with their 
lark of significance 
and frustrated about not 

being able to get a mes 

sage out 

REP. JIM NUSSUE 
R lowa 

-// 
Rep. ( arrie Meek, D-Fla 

caused a flap early on when she 
saul of the Gingrich book dual, 
the pen option of impropriety, 
not to mention the potential t on 

flit t of interest annul be 
ignored" 

When Republicans, on a par- 
t> line vote, ordered Meek's 
worth stricken from the retortl. 
Democrats bristled 

But |ust a few days later. 
Democrats demanded the words 
of a Republican, Martin Hoke of 
Ohio, be taken down — for giv- 
ing a speech on Democratic 
hvpot risv after a statement by 
House Minority header Dick 
Gephardt of Missouri 

While votes to strike words 
from the record are relatively 
rare, language on the House floor 
was often explosive — especial- 
ly during the welfare del rate 

Time and again, Democrats 
wearing "Save the Children" 
scarves and ties a!lint (g 11’ mem- 

bers mean-spirited and cruel, sav- 

ing their welfare plan took food 
out of the mouths of children to 

give tax cuts to the rich 
Republicans used equally 

loaded language to say nothing 
was as cruel as the current wel- 
fare system. created by Democ- 
rats Rep. John Mica compared 
those on welfare to alligators who 
were fed in his home state of 
Florida — saying "unnatural 
feeding and care creates depen- 
dency." 

Rep. Barbara Cubin. K-Wyo 
made a similar comparison with 
wolves in her state who resisted 
being set free after lieing can'd for 
by humans 

Kven veteran senators across 

the Capitol found themselves 
fighting more fiercely During the 
debate over the Balanced Budget 
Amendment, for instance. Sen 
Robert Byrd. D-W Va angry a 

promised vote had been put off. 
accused Senate Majority Leader 
Bob Dole of "a sleazy, tawdry 
effort The Republican leader 
shot back, suggesting Byrd bad 
violated Senate rules with "c on- 

dud or motive unworthy or 

unbec oming to another senator 

Long before the 100 days were 
over, patience hod nm out 

"People am tired We re a lit 
tie on edge People |»st aren’t as 

friendly as usual. We really don’t 
talk much to eac h other," lament- 
ed Rep John Lewis. D-(.a who 
caused fireworks when he allud- 
ed to the Holocaust during the 
welfare debate. 

"It’s the tension, the stress," he 
said. "We said things in the heat 
of debate and in committee meet- 
ings that we probably ordinari 
ly wouldn't have sain." 

Cartoonist’s 
illustration 
sparks insult 

NEW YORK (AP) — A 
Nvw Yorker cover depict- 
inn a business-suited Easi- 
er Bunny crucified on a tax 
form has upset some Ghris- 
tians, 

William Donohue, pres- 
ident of the Catholic 
l-eague for Religious and 
Civil Rights, said Monday 
the illustration is insulting 
to Christians and "particu- 
larly outrageous" during 
the week before Easter 

The illustration, try car- 

toonist Art Spiegelman. 
shows a white ruhhit in a 

suit and tie He is in a cru- 

cifixion poso — arms 

extended, head sagging, 
legs together, tics pockets 
are pulled inside out to sig- 
nify his penury. The image 
is superimposed on a tax 
form 1040A. The title: 

I tleology of the Tax Cut." 
Spiegelman said his 

drawing was inspired by 
the fa< t April 15 — the tra- 
ditional tax deadline 
falls this year on Holy Sat- 
urday, the day before East 
er. 

Two years ago. Spiegel 
man's Valentine's Day cov- 

er of a Hasidic Jew kissing 
a black woman provoked 
anger among members of 
bout groups 
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