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Press, the Social Security
Administration is considering
letting large employers file a
retiring worker's claims for ben-
afits directly with the agency, by
computer. However, an employ-
ee of a participating company
could still chose to file for ben-
efits directly with Social Securi-
ty

The agency acknowledges that
several privacy issues must be
resolved, but says the changes
would reduce its workload

Social Security keeps records
on the earnings of almost 140

involves staggering the sending
of checks to retired and disabled
recipients. The change would
apply only to future retirees, and
current beneficiaries who volun-
teer to switch payment dates

Checks now go out on the
third of the month to 49 million
Americans, prompting more
than 2 million calls during the
first week of the month to the
agency's toll-free phone number
The crush of callers ties up the
lines and keeps some people
from getting through with ques-
tions about their benefits.
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the agency's 10 r"}{lnlhll offices
and assigning half of the 700
employees who would be affect-
ed to front-line operations deal-
ing with the public. The rest of
the jobs would be lost as the
agency cuts its work force by
4,500 over the next four years

As of September, Social Secu
rity had 66,207 employves work
ing in its vast network of offices,
including 1,301 field offices and
37 service centers, Ten regional
offices provide support services
for local offices, but do not deal
directly with the public

upstate and central New York
We should be paying more

attention to that, instead of tin
kering with service delivery
when the majority of people are
very satisfied with the service,”
Frotwell said

John Rother, legislative direc
tor for the American Asso wntion
of Retired Persons, said the steps
being outlined by Social Securi-
ty “are designed to make the
agency run better. Clearly, Con-
gress’s job is to figure out long
term solvency. That's not the
commissioner's joh."
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A Licensee Of Gold's Gym Enterprises, Inc
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OPENING SOON
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